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In the middle of the 19th century and onwards, when Poland was taken by foreign powers, many 
people of this nation began to seek refuge. Mass emigrations to America became a reality, and 
among the various regions settled by Polish people was Warren, Rhode Island.

The first families to settle in this area attended St. Mary's Church. As the years passed on, the 
number of Polish families increased gradually, so that a Polish Priest was assigned to Warren to 
attend the spiritual needs during the Christmas and Easter season, by the Most Reverend Mat-
thew Harkins, then Bishop of Providence. Thus the request of St. Joseph's Society of Warren, a 
lay organization, was granted by the Most Reverend Bishop. This Society had it's origin in 1898, 
and organized to assist the early Polish settlers in the Town of Warren.

Rev. Peter Switala (1908-1915) the firsf Pastor of St. Casimir's parish, was born in Jaskolski, 
Poland; received his elementary education in Jaskolski; high school in Ostrowo; philosophical 
studies at the Petit Seminary in Belgium, and completed his theological studies in the American 
College of Louvain. He was ordained to the Priesthood on July 8, 1908. Being an intellectual 
man, he was capable ot speaking fluent Polish, German, French and eventually English.

In September, 1908, St. Casimir's was established as a parish and His Excellency, Bishop Harkins 
appointed Rev. Peter Switala it's first pastor. A charter was granted the corporation on October 
6, 1908, with the following incorporators: Bishop Matthew Harkins, Rev. Thomas F. Doran, V. G., 
Rev. Peter Switala, Messrs. Joseph Stachowiak and Andrew Jaworek, lay trustees. Father Switala 
then rented a home on Water St. and used St. Mary's Church for services, while the process of 
organizing the new parish was in progress.

The parish iirst consisted of ninety-nine families. The campaigning for funds began immediately, 
the result appeared early in 190s) when the present rectory at 228 Child Street and the adjoining 
property on which the Church edifice now stands were purchased. Church plans were drawn 
by architect, Walter Fontaine and contractor, Thomas Loughran. The cornerstone was laid on 
July 25, 1909, by Bishop

Matthew Harkins and the dedication ceremonies were held on December 19, 1909. A large bell 
for the Church was donated by the family of Anthony Mikulski. In the year of 1910, the Rosary 
Sodality was organized by Father Peter Switala.
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On May 1, 1913, at 1:20 p.m., the church building was extensively damaged by fire. The sanctuary 
rail, altar and a number of pews at the north end of the building were completely destroyed. At 
the south end of the building, we have the destruction of the church organ and other furnish-
ings. Total damage estimated was $18,000.00. Even though this was a catastrophical blow to 
such a young parish, the parishioners immediately began to make plans for repairs which were 
completed on November 2, 1913.

In the early part of 1915, the pastor, Rev. Peter Switala was granted permission for leave of 
absence from the diocese, due to illness. He returned to the parish in 1918 and later was suc-
ceeded by Rev. Vincent Kapturkiewicz.

Rev. Vincent Kapturkiewicz: (1915-1928) was born in Poland. Arrived in Warren from Schenec- 
tady, New York, where he served as assistant to Rev. Alexander Kowalski.

The pastor worked diligently with his parishioners and by the year 1916, there existed 3 parish 
societies, namely, the Rosary Sodality, Children of Mary Sodality, and the Sacred Heart Society. 
During the years of Rev. Kapturkiewicz the parish realized the renovation of the parish rectory 
and a lessening of the parish debt which existed at that time. Rev. Walter Rozpad succeeded 
Father Kapturkiewicz in the year of 1928, who received a leave of absence to return to his na-
tive Poland.

Rev. Walter Rozpad (1928-1934) born in Providence, R. I. on July 21, 1900. Received his education 
at the Immaculate Conception Grammar school. Hope High school and Providence College where 
he received his Masters Degree. He pursued his theological studies at St. Bernards Seminary, 
Rochester. New York. Ordained to the priesthood on June 11, 1927 by Cardinal F'umasoni Biondi.

Rev. Walter Rozpad realized a heavy task on entering the parish. The economic conditions were 
at a very low ebb. Those were the lean years in American history, ihe great depression enhanced 
the people of Warren, as well as others throughout the United States. However grave the task, 
it proved no discouragement to this energetic priest and with blessings from the Lord he was 
capable of survival. During Fathers stay at St. Casimir's, he realized for the parish a bequest in 
the sum of $5,000.00 from a generous benefactor, Edith L. K. Horton.

Father Rozpad also realized many accomplishments with the youth of the parish. He was greatly 
interested in dramatics and was successful in producing parish plays.

His material accomplishments were many, consisting of improving the rectory and church build-
ing and paying of a partial debt on the church to the amount of $I,500.00.

In 1934, Rev. Walter Rozpad received a new appointment from the Bishop at St. Stanislaus 
Church in Woonsocket, R. I. Rev. John T. Borek assumed the pastoral duties after Father Roz-
pad's departure.

Rev. John T. Borek (1934-1950) was born on November 2, 1906, in Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
He received his elementary education in the local schools of Pawtucket, attended St. Mary's 
College and Ss. Cyril and Methodius Seminary at Orchard Lake, Michigan. He was ordained to the 
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Holy Priesthood on May 21, 1932, by the Most Reverend Hickey. His first assignment following 
ordinations was as assistant at St. Joseph's parish in Central Falls, R. I nd this was followed by 
an assignment as pastor of St. Casimir's in Warren on October 5, 1932.

With the arrival of a new pastor to the parish, new concepts were indoctrinated. There was 
the reorganization of the Rosary Sodality as well as the Children of Mary Sodality. In 1934 the 
Young People's Social Club as well as a Senior and a Junior Holy Name Society were organized.

During Father John Borek's pastorate there was need of property improvements. He was suc-
cessful with the aid of the parishioners in completing the parish hall, improving the rectory 
basement which was to be used as a recreation center for the youth of the parish. On comple-
tion of the improvements to the parish hall, there was a blessing of the structure followed that 
same evening by a Silver Jubilee banquet of the parish.

The interior of the church building was also in great need of decorations. A noted artist, Vincent 
Mondo from New Haven, Connecticut painted ten beautiful religious pictures on the ceiling of 
the church. Other paintings and decorations in the church proper were accomplished by artist 
William Twarog from Adams, Massachusetts. The great task was completed in 1939 at a cost of 
$3,000.00. In October of the same year, the thirtieth anniversary of the parish was observed. 
His Excellency, The Most Reverend Francis Keough. Bishop of Providence was present at the 
celebration.

The church acquired a new organ in 1940 for the sum of S800.00. In 1942, Father John Borek 
purchased two adjoining lots to the parish rectory grounds with intent to build a nuns convent 
in the future. In 1944 the church debt in the amount of S14.000.00 was paid.

During Father Borek's stay at St. Casimir's the second world war began. There were many 
young men who went to aid the nation, and some did not return. In memory of these heroes, 
Father Borek undertook the task of raising funds for a War Memorial on the parish grounds. 
The dedication and blessing ceremonies of this Memorial was largely attended by dignitaries, 
parishioners and towns people, all paying tribute to the war heroes and their parents who had 
given their utmost for the defense of their country. In 1950, Father John Borek received a new 
appointment to Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish in Quidnick, R. I. and was succeeded by Rev. 
Peter J. Narewski administrator of the same parish.

Rev. Peter J. Narewski (1950—) was born on December 12, 1920, in Wilmington, Delaware. 
With the aid of his parents, Witold and Anna Narewski, he attended St. Hedwig's elementary 
school and Salesianum Catholic High School for boys in Wilmington, Delaware. Entered for col-
lege work at St. Mary's of Orchard Lake, Michigan where he received the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts and completed theological studies at SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Orchard Lake. 
Father Narewski was ordained to the priesthood by the Most Reverend Francis Keough on May 
31, 1947. His first assignment was at St. Joseph's in Central Falls, R. I., this was followed by an 
assignment to Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish in Quidnick as administrator in 1948 upon the 
death of Rev. Joseph Glodzik. After two and a half years at this parish, His Excellency The Most 
Reverend Russell J. McVinney appointed Father Narewski as administrator of St. Casimir's church.



4

Among the many accomplishments in both the spiritual and material life of this parish, only 
the more outstanding are mentioned. In the year of 1952, the Bernadine Nuns were once again 
invited to care for the religious summer instructions of the parochial children. The sisters had 
been absent from the parish from 1938.

In 1952, the rectory was in need of many repairs due to fire hazards, thus with the help of Mi-
chael Salamon, Joseph Siembab, Frank Ry-barczyk and Witold Narewski, the extensive repairs 
began. The rectory was completely renovated. The parish bulletin was introduced as well as 
the use of the parish budget system for the material support of the parish.

Each pastor of the parish always visioned the establishing of a parochial school. Father Narew- 
ski took positive action in this matter by purchasing the property, belonging to the Grzebien 
family, adjoining the present church property. The total value of the home and property was 
bought for the sum of $15,000.00 and to date with the aid of the parishioners, the debt was 
reduced by $3,500.00. This building is now used in housing the nuns during their summer stay 
at the parish. Two other buildings located on the property are expected to be used for parochial 
youth activities.

As early as 1955, the parish began extensive preparations for its 1958 Golden Jubilee. The 
wonderful cooperation and the many sacrifices of the parishioners resulted in the realization 
of $6,764.00 towards the planned projects for the jubilee. Outstanding renovations consisted 
of painting of the exterior of the church, rectory and convent property, erecting new church 
front and rear steps, pavements, new front and rear church doors, church storm windows, 
renovation of the auditorium, new church vestments, sanctuary furniture and a new ciborium.

The parish is very grateful to St. Casimir Society for the donation of the front church doors: 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Christopher for their wonderful donation of a new electronic church organ 
valued at $1,500.00, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Piorkowski for renovation of the church hall and to Dr. 
and Mrs. Walter Molak for donating the rear bronze doors of the church.

The spiritual and social life of the parish is centered around the many parochial organizations, 
namely, The Rosary Sodality, The Young Ladies Sodality, St. Vincent de Paul Society, The C. Y. O., 
the parish choir and the Altar Boys Society. The parish trustees are John Potera and Michael 
Salamon the parish auditors are John Wyrostek and Anthony Amaral. Church collectors being 
the same with the assistance of Frank Piorkowski and Walter Kieron.

These are the highlights of the fifty year history of St. Casimir's parish in Warren, Rhode Island. 
The achievements of a glorious past, the steady growth and developments at the presend au-
gurs greater things for the future. The pioneer ¡migrants worked ardously, sacrificed much in 
establishing this parish. It remains for us to continue the work of our predecessors in order to 
realize greater and constant spiritual, cultural and material growth in St. Casimir's parish.


