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On November 18, 1968, St. Ladislaus Parish commemorated the seventy-fifth anniversary of its 
founding in 1893, and proved once again that a parish does not age as the world does. A parish 
measures its age, instead, by the continuous bringing of immortal souls closer to God through the 
divine life (graces) of the Seven Holy Sacraments, the spiritual services it renders to its members, the 
cultural developments it fosters for its parishioners, the social progress it encourages and supports 
in the community, and the heritage it passes on to future generations.

A review of those years of grace shows that St. Ladislaus' history embraces four distinct periods.

 The Founding Years (1893-1900)

A group of zealous men of Polish descent struggled to find the leadership and win the battle to or-
ganize and establish on an ethnic basis a Polish Church and parish within the framework of Roman 
Catholicism; and then, through zealous and sacrificial self-help and self-reliance, in spite of economic 
hardships, rooted firmly those founda-tions to withstand all obstacles of time.

 The Developing Years (1900-1912)

A new rectory and larger church, school, convent and cemetery were erected to provide adequate 
facilities for the spiritual, cultural, social and educa¬tional welfare of the faithful, growing from the 
heavy influx of Polish immigrants and the birth of a new genera¬tion.

 The Silver Jubilee Years (1912-1938) (1938-1941)

The reign of Reverend John Jaworski for twenty-six long years began with problems caused by un-
restricted immigration, World War I, Prohibition, etc.

When Germany, Russia and Austria, the three militaristic powers that had partitioned Poland three 
times since 1772, began conscription of young men into their armies, the surging tide of escape to 
a free society grew into a flood. Many came to Natrona, Pennsylvania, and settled here to become 
members of St. Ladislaus Church.

During his pastorate, Father Jaworski, together with his parishioners, suffered the terrible Depres-
sion of the thirties, and the infamous St. Patrick's Day flood in 1936.
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The pastorate of Father Jaworski ended with his death on November 2, 1938, and Reverend Walter 
Iwaniski was appointed administrator until July, 1941, when Reverend Leo B. Buza became pastor 
of St. Ladislaus.

 The Golden Jubilee Years (July 1941 - June 7,1966) Reverend Leo B. Buza

Five wars punctuated St. Ladislaus' history while its sons (and daughters, WW II) served their country 
gallantly from the Spanish-American War of 1898 up through the present war in Vietnam.

Strangely, the Silver Jubilee came during World War I; the Golden Jubilee was marked during World 
War II; and the Diamond Jubilee while the war was going on in Vietnam, Asia.

 Immigrants Arrive in Natrona

Polish Catholic immigrants began to arrive in Natrona about 1875, and attended St. Joseph's Church, 
the only Catholic Church in town, and the children, St. Joseph's School. As years went on the Polish 
Catholics became more and more dissatisfied and desired to found their own parish.

After attending St. Joseph's Church for a number of years, the Polish Catholics were forgetting their 
mother tongue because their children were being Americanized too fast. So, in 1892 a group of 
men of Polish descent met to organize St. Ladislaus Church in Natrona.

 First Step Is Taken

In the spring of 1893' a delegation including initiator Joseph Rosinski, editor of a Polish newspaper, 
sought advice on founding a new parish for the Polish people in Natrona. Rev. Ladislaus Miskiewicz, 
pastor of St. Adalbert, S.S. Pittsburgh, advised them to organize into a Society of St. Joseph and to 
work as a unit. After a general meeting of the Society of St. Joseph in the spring of 1893, the Poles 
began to build their small wooden church on Garfield Street.

Every capable man and woman did everything in his or her power to see the new church finished. 
In a very short time these hard working pioneers, with pride in their hearts and tears in their eyes, 
saw their church standing. It was sixty feet long and thirty feet wide and they had built it for $1,800.

 Pastors of St. Ladislaus

These forty Catholic American Polish families were determined to have their own church where 
they could worship in their mother tongue, and they wanted a priest who understood the Polish 
immigrant, who loved the Polish language, culture and traditions.

His Excellency, Most Reverend Richard Phelan delegated Father Miskiewicz to bless the new House 
of God on Garfield Street, and the new parish was named St. Ladislaus after this pastor who did so 
much to help establish it in Natrona.

Father Miskiewicz was born in Poland in 1856, ordained in Rome in 1882, and came to the United 
States in 1885. That year he was appointed pastor of St. Adalbert on the south side of Pittsburgh, 
where he remained until his death on April 23, 1906.
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Bishop Phelan appointed Reverend Henry Cichocki as the first pastor of St. Ladislaus Parish. Father 
Cichocki was born on September 22, 1845, in Kamieniec, Poland, studied and was ordained in Rome, 
and came to Pittsburgh in 1893. At St. Mary's in New Kensington from 1893 to 1898, he was pastor 
at St. Ladislaus for some three months, and then he returned to St. Mary's.

After Father Cichocki left Natrona, Rev. Leonard Syczek administered the parish from February, 
1894, until September, 1894.

Following Father Syczek was Rev. John S. Gorzynski, who was born in Poland in 1869, studied at 
Koronowa, Poland, St. Vincents, Latrobe, Pennsylvania and St. Mary's, Orchard Lake, Michigan. 
He was ordained April 23, 1893 at St. Paul's Cathedral, Pittsburgh, by Bishop Phelan. He served in 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Connellsville, from 1893 to September, 1894, when he came to St. 
Ladislaus, and served until April, 1897.

Father Gorzynski accomplished much, including the building of a parish elementary school, renova-
tion of the church and adding of a steeple, and he organized several societies for men and women. 
Under his energetic leadership the parish experienced a renewed spirit and life both in the religious 
field and, also, in cultural, social and patriotic fields.

After Father Gorzynski left in 1897 to go to St. Mary's of Czestochowa Parish, Reverend Andrew 
Lojek came to Natrona as pastor of St. Ladislaus.

Father Lojek was ordained by Bishop Phelan in St. Vincent Archabbey, La¬trobe, Pennsylvania in 
1893. During his pastorate Father Lojek was instrumental in buying eight new lots on Spruce Street 
where our present church, school and rectory stand. He organized the Society of Fraternal Help, 
under the patronage of Our Lady of Czestochowa, with about one hundred members.

In 1899 this society organized a May Day celebration, and in November of that year the society 
celebrated the anniversary of the historical Polish November Uprising of 1863. Father Lojek left the 
parish on March 14, 1900, and became pastor of St. Ignatius Parish in Carnegie, Pennsylvania. After 
his departure, Reverend Joseph Karpin- ski served at St. Ladislaus for three months.

On July 6, 1900, Reverend Alexander Siwiec became pastor. Born in 1869 in Poland, he was ordained 
in 1894 at La Crosse Cathedral, Wisconsin, by Bishop James Schorbach. He served in the Nebraska 
Missions until 1900 and came to Natrona as pastor of St. Ladislaus on July 6, 1900, where he served 
until October, 1902.

Under Father Siwiec's leadership the parish built the present rectory at 48 Spruce Street which is 
still occupied by the parish priests. The cost to build the new rectory was $3,400.

At this time the parish bought five acres of ground in Natrona Heights along Route 28 (Freeport 
Road), to be used as the Parish Cemetery.

Since the parish was growing so rapidly, the parish began to build a large, beautiful new church 
on Spruce Street, which is our present St. Ladislaus Church. Parishioners, working day and night 
after their factory jobs, dug the whole basement foundation by hand; and with the aid of picks and 
shovels, wheel barrels, horses and wagons, all parishioners, men and women both, sacrificed to 
see another, bigger, more beautiful Church of God standing in Natrona. After Father Siwiec, with 
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parishioners, finished the foundations of the new church, he was sent by our bishop as pastor of 
Transfiguration Parish in Mt. Pleasant.

Reverend Francis Pikulski, next pastor, was born in 1864 in Poland, studied in Rome and at St. Vin-
cent's Seminary in Latrobe, and was ordained in September in St. Paul's Cathedral in Pittsburgh by 
Bishop Phelan. He served at St. Adalbert's Parish on the South Side of Pittsburgh from 1891 to 1902 
when he came to St. Ladislaus, where he served only a few months.

After Father Pikulski's departure, Reverend John A. Rykaczewski became the eighth pastor of St. 
Ladislaus Church in January, 1903, and remained until January, 1905. Born in Zalesic, Poland, in 
1877, he studied at St. Mary's. Orchard Lake, Michigan, and St. Vincent's Seminary, Latrobe, and 
was ordained in 1902, in St. Vincent Archabbey by Bishop Phelan. From July, 1902, to January, 1903, 
he served as assistant pastor at St. Adalbert's under Father Miskiewicz. He came to St. Ladislaus in 
January, 1903, and served until January, 1905.

During his stay at St. Ladislaus, Father Rykaczewski accomplished much. The new St. Ladislaus Church 
cornerstone was laid early in 1904 by Monsignor Edward A. Bush, Vicar-General of the Diocese. The 
church was dedicated by Bishop Regis Canevin in September, 1904.

At the end of January, 1905, Bishop J. F. Regis Canevin appointed Father Rykaczewski pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church in Braddock and Reverend John Kopera came to St. Ladislaus.

Father Kopera was born in 1868 in Kolaczyce, Galicia, Poland. He studied in Tarnow, Jasbc, Galicia, 
and at St. John's Seminary, Collegeville, Minnesota. He was ordained there on May 1, 1893, by 
Bishop Otto Zardetti. He served in Minnesota Missions until 1898, and subsequently in several 
parishes in Pennsylvania.

As the ninth pastor of St. Ladislaus, from January, 1905, to August, 1909, Father Kopera will be re-
membered as the one who installed, among many other renovations, electric lighting in the church 
as well as the steam heating system.

Reverend Ignatius Ostaszewski was appointed tenth pastor of St. Ladislaus in August, 1909, and 
served until November, 1912.

Father Ostaszewski was born in 1874, in Winnica, Poland. He studied in Winnica, and at St. Vincent's 
Seminary, Latrobe. He was ordained on December 18, 1903, at St. Vincent Archabbey by Bishop 
Canevin. Father Ostaszewski then served in several Pennsylvania parishes, and shortly after his 
arrival in Natrona, the St. Ladislaus wooden school on Garfield Street burned to the ground. The 
burning was a blessing in disguise!

Because of the inconvenience of its location — the old school was separated from the church on 
Spruce Street and, also, from the rectory and convent — Father Ostaszewski decided to build a 
new school next to the new St. Ladislaus Church on Spruce Street. The new school building was 
dedicated and blessed on May 21, 1911, by Bishop Canevin.

During the pastorate of Father Ostaszewski, three beautiful altars were bought for $3,000 and the 
church organ was purchased for the sum of $4,000. It is noteworthy that Andrew Carnegie donated 
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$2,000 toward the new organ with the condition that the parishioners donate the other $2,000. 
They did so, and the new organ was installed and is still played in the church today.

 Twenty-Six Years at St. Ladislaus

At the end of November, 1912, Father Ostaszewski was appointed pastor of St. Joseph's Church 
in Ever- son, Pennsylvania, and Reverend John P. Jaworski took over at St. Ladislaus.

Father Jaworski was born in 1873, in Starozimia, Poland. He studied at Plock, Poland, and was 
ordained there in 1899. He then served in Pittsburgh and New Castle before coming here in No-
vember of 1912, where he served until his death in 1938.

Father Jaworski was a man who was not only learned and eloquent, but energetic and competent 
as well. When he came to Natrona, he found a heavy debt of $49,000. During his years here, he 
paid off $37,000. He kept all the buildings in good condition, and after the devastating St. Patrick's 
Day flood in 1936, he did all he could to repair the damage and carry on again.

In the first year after his Silver Jubilee as pastor of St. Ladislaus Parish, overburdened and weak-
ened with work, Father Jaworski's health began to fail. Finally God called him to his eternal rest 
and his beautiful life ended on November 2, 1938.

After his death, Reverend Walter Iwaniski became administrator from November 2, 1938, until 
July, 1941. As administrator, this young and zealous priest concerned himself in particular with 
the youth of the parish, especially with the school children.

The parish buildings needed repairs and renovations. Father Iwaniski did what he could at a cost 
of $9,000, and in 1941 he had the church painted.

After Father Iwaniski left, Reverend Leo B. Buza arrived in July, 1941. Father Buza was born on 
March 1, 1888, in Posen, Michigan. He studied at St. Mary's, Orchard Lake, Michigan, and at SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Seminary at Orchard Lake. He was ordained on June 15, 1919, at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral, Detroit, by Bishop Michael Gallagher. He served in the following parishes: 
St. Josaphat, Pittsburgh, St. Thomas, Footedale, St. Hyacinth, Pittsburgh, and then St. Ladislaus, 
from July, 1941, to June 7, 1966.

During his tenure as pastor of St. Ladislaus, Father Buza continued the work of his predecessors. 
The first large celebration he experienced here was the Golden Jubilee Celebration of St. Ladislaus 
Parish in 1943.

Father Buza's next noteworthy accomplishment for the parish was the purchase of the Friel home 
on the corner of Pine and Center Streets, to serve as a new convent for the Bernardine Sisters 
who are still teaching in St. Ladislaus School. The purchase of the property and building was made 
on March 30, 1951.

Father Buza's task of remodeling the old building into a convent was a major undertaking, but is 
now an attractive and comfortable home. An addition to the building was made to accommodate 
a small chapel. The old convent was transformed into classrooms and offices which are part of 
the renovated school today.
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The development of St. Ladislaus School was a gradual one. According to the recollections of aged 
parishioners who helped to organize the parish in 1893, the first elementary classes were held in 
a school on Garfield Street which was built through the efforts of Father Gorzynski.

When fire devastated the school on Garfield Street, and until the new St. Ladislaus School was built 
on Spruce Street, the Bernardine Sisters held classes in the basement of the Slovak Parish Church.

In 1911, a school consisting of four classrooms adjoining the Sisters' con¬vent was erected by Father 
Ostaszewski. During the years 1926 and 1927, the records indicate that the enrollment reached 
its peak of 535 pupils, with eight teaching Sisters caring for pupils in eight grades. Since then, the 
enrollment has decreased to 166 pupils because younger families have moved to new residential 
sections with a brighter future. There are, at present, three teaching Sisters and one lay teacher.

 Renovation of School

The third noteworthy accomplishment during the pastorate of Father Buza was instigated by the 
Catholic school fire in Chicago, Illinois, where many young grade school children perished. This tragic 
fire prompted religious and public school leaders as well as civil authorities to inspect all schools.

Upon inspection, St. Ladislaus School was condemned because it failed to meet state safety stan-
dards. Father Buza, with the church committee, immediately took action and successfully reno-
vated the condemned school building so that it passed the rigorous safety standards required by 
the state authorities. The cost of the job was over $135,000, including exterior walls, corridors, 
new lavatories, new stairwells and exits on Spruce Street and the alley-way; two new classrooms, 
principal's office, medical room and library room in the old convent building.

 Assistant Pastors

Since March, 1913, the following assistant pastors have served the people at St. Ladislaus Parish: 
Reverend John Pudlo, March, 1913, to September, 1913; Reverend Joseph Rojewski, April, 1915, 
to July, 1916: Reverend Alexander Krajewski, December, 1916, to July, 1917; Reverend Anthony 
Muszynski, July, 1917, to September, 1918; Reverend Joseph Forysiak, July, 1919, to November, 
1922; Reverend Stanislaus Gawronski. September, 1924. to October, 1924.

Also, Reverend Peter Rendziniak, November, 1924, to January, 1929; Reverend Ladislaus "Walter" 
Iwaniski, December, 1935, to August, 1941. (After Father Jaworski died on Novem¬ber 2, 1938, 
Father Iwaniski served as administrator until July, 1941, when Father Buza took over.) Reverend 
Charles Kobylarz assisted Father Buza from October, 1941, to August, 1943.

Next assistant pastor, Reverend Charles Demblowski, August, 1943, to July, 1952; Reverend Aloy-
sius Jeżewski (assistant protem), November, 1940, to February, 1941. Reverend John Sieczkowski 
(assistant protem), March to July, 1941.

Also, Reverend Walter Wichmanowski, July, 1952, to June, 1956. Reverend Boleslaus Pietrzynski, 
June, 1956, to October, 1959; Reverend Bernard Kaczmarczyk, October, 1959, to June, 1961; Rev-
erend Edward Strzelinski, June, 1961, to June, 1965; and Reverend Ferdinand F. Lech, June, 1965, 
to June 7,1966.
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 Rev. Edward C. Maliszewski

I was born on September 20, 1920, in West Natrona, Pennsylvania, and attended St. Mary's College, 
Orchard Lake, Michigan, for three years; St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, for five years; received my 
B.A. Degree from St. Vincent's College, Latrobe; ordained on November 4, 1945, by Bishop Hugh 
C. Boyle, D.D., Bishop of Pittsburgh; celebrated my First Solemn High Mass on November 11, 1945, 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Natrona Heights (the daughter parish of St. Ladislaus). A 
week later, on Sunday, November 18, 1945, I celebrated my second Solemn High Mass here at St. 
Ladislaus (the mother parish church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, my home parish church).

My first appointment was vicar econome pro tem of Immaculate Conception Church, Carnegie, 
Pennsylvania, from November 24, 1945, to December 26, 1945. The second appointment was 
assistant pastor of St. Adalbert Church, Southside, Pittsburgh, from December 27, 1945, to May 
18, 1949, by Bishop Boyle. My third appointment was Assistant Pastor of Holy Family Church, 
Pittsburgh, from May 19,1949, to June 15, 1955, by Bishop Boyle. The next appointment was 
assistant pastor of St. Colman's Church, Turtle Creek, from June 16, 1955, to March 4, 1964, by 
Bishop John Francis Dearden, D.D.

In the course of my Turtle Creek appointment, during the illness of Reverend Harry Thieret, Pastor 
of St. Michael's Church, Pitcairn, Pennsylvania, I served the good people of Pitcairn from August 
to December, 1957.

The author's fifth appointment was assistant pastor of St. Veronica's Church, Ambridge, Pennsyl-
vania, from March 4, 1964, to June 7, 1966, by Bishop John J. Wright, D.D., and finally my sixth 
appointment as vicarius adjutor (administrator) of St. Ladislaus Church, which assignment I received 
on June 7, 1966, by Bishop Wright.

When I came to Natrona, I found St. Ladislaus without an active pastor because Father Buza was 
very sick in the hospital. I found the buildings in bad condition, needing repairs, renovations and 
modifications. Knowing that St. Ladislaus planned to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee on November 
18, 1968, I decided to renovate the whole parish — step by step.

 Updating

Since my appointment to St. Ladislaus, it has been necessary to make many modifications to update 
St. Ladislaus Church according to the teachings of Vatican Council II and the universal teachings of 
the Church. The most needed service, the service of preserving the religious and cultural heritage 
and faith of our forebears was started by introducing three types of Masses on Sundays, Holy Days 
and weekdays: The English Participated (Low and High) Masses for the young; The Polish Partici-
pated Mass for the older folks; and the Traditional Latin High Mass.

 Millennium Celebration

The greatest and most noteworthy celebration in 1966 was the commemoration of the Polish 
Millennium which we celebrate because of our Polish culture. The parish observance, to commem-
orate 1,000 years of Christianity in Poland, began September 4, 1966, with the first of nine weeks 
services held on consecutive Sundays. The services were in Polish and English.
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At the close of the nine weeks, the celebration ended with an evening participated Mass in Polish at 
5 p.m., October 30, 1966, celebrated by the author, followed by exposition, procession. benediction 
and a great Millennium Banquet in the church hall.

 Renovating — Beautifying

After the grand commemoration of the Polish Millennium, our thoughts were on renovating, re-
pairing and beautifying the parish buildings. The first and necessary repair job was the new convent 
roof which was replaced with a completely new roof.

During the summer of 1967, we began to renovate the school building. First, all the interior walls 
had to be repaired. Fourteen new aluminum windows replaced the old wooden windows in the 
four old classrooms. All four classroom floors were covered with half-inch plywood. New acoustical 
ceilings, using special fire guard metal system, were installed, suspended directly from the existing 
ceiling. Fifty-six new electrical fixtures were installed in four classrooms and necessary plumbing 
was done.

The painting of the whole school building was done, and when school opened in September, 1967, 
our school children and teachers were happy to see a beautiful school.

The next major undertaking was the repairing of the church dome, painting of the church hall 
ceiling, windows and pipes, and installation of shelves in two storage rooms.

The next step was to beautify and repair the exterior of all four buildings — the church, school, 
rectory, and garage. New roofing replaced the old slate roofing’s on the rectory and school buildings.

After all this exterior work was done, we concentrated on the interior of the church. The Main Altar 
was moved back against the wall and was set on a new extended predella. For the comfort of all 
our parishioners, we installed three roof exhaust fans in the church, and painted the exterior, and 
painted and decorated the interior of the church.

The pews were then renovated, the old broken kneelers removed and new aluminum ones with 
pads installed. All floor areas in the church building were covered with half-inch plywood, and 
twelve light fixtures were installed. The fixtures are traditional Romanesque to harmonize with the 
Romanesque style of our church.

All new wiring was run in a conduit and metal raceway, circuits were arranged so as to get the de-
sired lighting effect, a separate conduit unit for a sound system was installed, and speakers were 
installed in eight of the light fixtures, three twelve inch and five eight inch speakers.

The next important, and absolutely necessary, job we did was to rebuild the organ console as well 
as to do some much needed replacement and repair in the organ chamber itself.

The most important and the largest job we undertook was the renovation of the front of the church 
with new steps, a new baptistery, cry room, ushers room, a new shrine under the front steps, two 
new side vestibules, new confessionals, steps, and ramp.

The general contractor for this job was John S. Smith Company from Coraopolis.
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Next, to crown our work, the beautiful carpeting was installed throughout the church.

Among the most beautifully executed works of art in our church are the three types of glass win-
dows, designed, manufactured and installed by Dlubak Stained Glass Studios of Natrona Heights, 
Pennsylvania.

1) The twelve sections, required for the two new side entrances where the confessionals are, were 
made of selected colors and shapes of Blenko dalle glass. The windows symbolize the following:

1) The all-seeing eye — God the Father. 2) The sacrificial lamb — God the Son. 3) The descend-
ing dove — God the Holy Spirit. 4) The cradle — the birth of Our Savior. 5) The butterfly — the 
Resurrection of Our Lord. 6) The sea shell with anchor — the Sacrament of Baptism. 7) The seven 
rays descending from the Divine Hand — the Sacrament of Confirmation. 8) The chalice — the 
Sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist. 9) The keys — the Sacrament of Penance. 10) The two 
intertwined circles — the Sacrament of Matrimony. 11) The opened book - the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders. 12) The stock of holy oils — the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick or Extreme Unction.

The first side entrance faceted glass windows were donated by Edward and Regina Obniski and 
family. The second side entrance faceted glass windows were donated in memory of Edward Woj- 
dowski by Edward, Phyllis, and Marc Obniski.

The two aluminum entrances to the Mother and Baby Cry Room and the Ushers' Room contain 
various pastel shades of seedy marine antique glass with selected symbols placed throughout 
each entrance. The symbols were painted and kiln fired. All one hundred memorial windows were 
donated by parishioners.

Among the most beautiful are the stained-glass windows in front of the church on either side of 
the main door. One window depicts Our Lady of Orchard Lake, Queen of the American Polonia, 
and was donated in memory of Joseph and Julia Grabowski by Father John Grabowski, the Obniski 
family, the Pikor family, the Kubat family and L. and C. Nadrowski. The other window depicts Our 
Lady of Czestochowa donated in memory of Anthony and Theodosia Korobczyk by Henry Korobczyk.

The window over the main door carries the same design and glass type as the figure windows. The 
name of St. Ladislaus is placed on the window in white opaque glass. This window was donated 
in memory of Robert Sikorski by Mr. and Mrs. Boleslaus Sikorski.

As you enter the main door of the church you will see a most beautiful mural painting of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, in His Most Sacred Heart, with outstretched arms, calling all to 
come to Him to be refreshed… "Come to Me, all of you who are wearied from toil and heavily 
burdened, and I will refresh you. Take My yoke upon your shoulders and receive My instructions, 
because I am gentle and humble of heart. Thus will you find refreshment for your souls. For this 
yoke of Mine lies easy, this burden of Mine is light" (Matthew 11: 25-30).

The painting of Our Good Shepherd was executed by James Scalise, and John Wesner installed the 
mural on the wall. It is a gift from my mother, Mrs. Sophie Maliszewski, in memory of my father, 
Alexander Leon Maliszewski. May his soul rest in peace!
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"Come to Me...  and receive My instructions" — the words of Our Lord and Savior inspired me to 
install a perfect sound system in our church. Eight speakers are in eight of the electrical fixtures and 
four speakers are installed in each of the rooms: Boys' and Priests' Sacristies, Mother and Baby Cry 
Room, and the Ushers' Room. The volume in each of these rooms can be controlled individually. 
Now, I am happy to know that all who will come to Jesus will receive His instructions! All will be 
able to hear the word of God!

Now we have a most beautiful church, and those to whom we are grateful include Stanley S. 
Pyzdrowski, our architect, and John S. Smith, our general contractor, and John Wesner of the Church 
Decorating Company, our painter.

 Firsts at St. Ladislaus Church

First Baptism: November 2, 1893 - Catherine Peszczynska, daughter of Adalbert Peszczynski and 
Anna Hofman. Sponsors were Michael Wierzelewski and Josephine Kromkowski. The priest was 
Reverend Henry Cichocki.

First Marriage: October 24, 1893 - John W. Lewandowski and Valeria Zielesinska by Reverend John 
Górzyński. Note: According to the Golden Jubilee Booklet, the first marriage was between Francis 
Nowicki and N. Reczynska. I could not find it in our record.

First Funeral: The first recorded in our record was for Frances Syput, eight months old, buried at St. 
Joseph's Cemetery. The priest was Father Górzyński. Note: According to the Golden Jubilee Booklet, 
the first funeral was that of Nicholas Waligórski. Francis Syput was born on November 3, 1894, and 
baptized here on November 4, 1894.

The first organist was Anthony Karabasz.

One of the first teachers and organists was Anthony Korpanty.

 Parish Vocations:

St. Ladislaus Parish gave ten vocations to the religious life and seven to the priesthood.

The parish has given of its daughters to the religious life the following Sisters: M. Duclane-Plocki, 
M. Joachim-F. Klukaszewski, M. Cornelia-J. Klukaszewski, M. Camilla-M. Kraczewski, M. Hort-
ense-Borowski, M. Melchior-Kolodziejczak, M. Justinian-Baranowski, M. Eleanor-Benclawski, M. 
Joselma-Klukaszewski, and Jane Francis-Dutkiewicz.

The parish gave seven priests to Holy Mother Church. They are: Reverends Stanislaus Pękalski,  
Leonard Michalski, Francis Gorney, pastor of SS. Peter and Paul, Altoona, Pa.; John Grabowski (Col.), 
Chaplain U. S. Navy; Francis S. Lapczynski, assistant pastor, St. Adalbert Church, Pittsburgh; Donald 
R. Barczak, Santa Fe Archdiocese, New Mexico, St. Pius X High School, Albuquerque, New Mexico; 
and Thomas Aquinas Dutkiewicz, O.F.M., Cap., Diocese of Salina, Kansas, St. Joseph's Church, Hays, 
Kansas.


