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  History of The Holy Trinity Parish
  75th Anniversary Holy Trinity Parish 1903-1978, Phoenixville, 
  PA, p. 18-20.  CAP at Orchard Lake. 

"The time for speaking is whenever we are touched by the sacredness of human life and the 
joy of faith"

For those of our younger generation who have not seen or read a copy of the Golden Jubilee Me-
morial Book (1903 - 1953) which gives a concise and brief beginning of Our Parish, here is a reprint:

"The history of emigration of the Polish people records that 50,000 Poles were in America in 1870. 
After the French-German War of 1870-1871, the Poles were arriving in large numbers, so that in 
1875 we find nearly 200,000 Poles in the United States. According to information available, the first 
pioneers to arrive in Phoenixville, Pa. were in 1880.

On the testimony of Mrs. Catherine Sliwinska, who arrived here with her mother in 1882 to join 
her father, Mr. John Miatkowski, she relates that she found three other Polish families living here, 
namely: Peter Koltuniak, Robaszkiewicz, and Wroblewski.

The Polish people arriving here in the next twenty years attended St. Mary of the Assumption and 
later Sacred Heart churches. A Polish priest began to visit and minister to them in June 1901 and 
this lasted for a year and a half. In the summer of 1903, a group of fifty families decided to organize 
their own parish and to apply for a permanent rector.

A committee consisting of Messers. Ladislaus Kabacinski, Jacob Luczak and Peter Koltuniak was 
formed and delegated to see the Bishop, the Most Rev. Patrick J. Ryan, D.D. Soon after Rev. Marek 
Januszkiewicz was appointed the first pastor of the new parish, in August 1903. On his arrival the 
parishioners purchased the public school found on Dayton Street for the amount of $1,200.00 which 
served as their first church. This building is the present Holy Trinity School.

At a gathering of the members of the parish together with the priest, a motion was made by Peter 
Koltuniak to name the new parish Holy Trinity. This was agreed upon and accepted by all present - 
and that is the birth of Holy Trinity Parish.

We are able to give the following living members known to us who have witnessed the birth of the 
parish: Mr. & Mrs. Henry Sliwinski, Mrs. Wiktoria Klocka, Mr. Joseph Comber, Mr. John Kazmierczak."

So much for "THE BEGINNING."
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Some of the highlights will be given briefly of our Founding Pastors and their accomplishments.

In 1904 Rev. Thomas Grenbowski was appointed Pastor and immediately plans were drawn up to 
purchase land and build the church and rectory on Dayton and St. Marys Streets. Father Grenbowski 
did not see the buildings completed for in 1907 he was transferred.

Rev. S. Olesinski was appointed pastor in 1907 and under his direction the church and rectory 
were completed. The church was blessed in 1910 under the pastor ship of Rev. Francis Grzywacz. 
The Faithful came from near and far, possibly by horse-drawn carts and sleighs crossing through a 
covered bridge which is now known as the "high bridge."

The land on which Holy Trinity now stands was probably viewed through the eyes of a young Bishop 
who was in the area Confirming. That Bishop was non other than our beloved Saint John N. Neu-
mann, C.SS.R. Fourth Bishop of Philadelphia, who was canonized by Pope Paul VI. Bishop Neumann 
probably never envisioned that another parish would be built across the road which would serve 
the Polish people of Phoenixville.

In "The History of the Church of St. Mary of the Assumption, Phoenixville, Pa." written and com-
piled by Corinne Duffy, we read: "On a warm Fourth of July afternoon in 1855, the blessing and 
dedication of the bell took place. Bishop Neumann, recently beatified by Pope Paul VI, presided 
on this holy occasion. In Father Gavin's history of St. Mary's he recalls that some still living at the 
time of his writing gave this stirring description of Bishop Neumann — "the dark-featured, saintly, 
ascetic Bishop in glittering mitre and embroidered cope, the golden crosier in his left hand and the 
other raised above the reverend concourse of people whose kneeling and bowed forms he stood 
over while pronouncing the sacred words of the Episcopal blessing." As impressed as those present 
must have been on this great day, little did they realize that some one hundred years later plans for 
Bishop Neumann's canonization would be in progress."

"Confirmation was also conferred by Bishop Neumann on that day according to the memoirs of 
Thomas Mullen. He recalled that he and Henry McCann were acolytes on the occasion of the blessing 
of the bell and were the last two boys confirmed by the Bishop."

Phoenixville has indeed been blessed with the presence of a Saint. “Forty Hours devotions had been 
introduced into America by Bishop Neumann in the early fifties. It was the privilege of St. Mary’s in 
1857, to be the first parish outside of Philadelphia to hold Forty Hours devotions.”."

Father Daniel had the privilege to be in Rome on his Twenty-Fifty Anniversaries for the canonization 
of Saint John Neumann, June 19, 1977.

In the next few years several appointments took place. Hard times fell upon the nation with the 
stock market crash of 1929. The parishioners of Holy Trinity, like most Americans, were hit hard 
financially as the mills and factories closed. Many lost both their jobs and their homes. Depression 
years lasted until 1939. Rev. Francis Palecki who was then a pastor from 1933, many times said that 
"Holy Trinity has endured many hardships, but has always shown great progress." The people of 
the parish had faith and slowly as conditions were getting better, the parishioners made a motion 
to have the interior of the church painted.
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Father Palecki was transferred to St. Hedwig Parish in Philadelphia on August 1939 and Rev. Joseph 
Macek, who was then an assistant at St. John Cantius parish, was appointed as Pastor of Holy Trinity. 
During Father Macek's pastor ship, the painting and decorations were completed.

Since the founding of the Parish in 1903, many physical changes were made. The church and school 
were perm stoned, a new organ was installed, as was the heating and cooling systems. New stained 
glass windows and pews were also put in.

We the people of the parish wish to extend our THANKS to Father Joseph Macek for his 38 years 
of faithful service. And also to his sister, Miss Stella Macek, who served her brother and the parish 
for the same number of years.

During our Jubilee Year, there were the unexpected deaths of two Popes. Pope Paul VI and Pope John 
Paul I, in a matter of a few weeks. On October 16, 1978, the Vatican broke a 455 year-old tradition 
and a Polish Pope was elected. He was Karol Cardinal Wojtyla of Poland, who upon his election took 
the name of John Paul II. His Eminence, John Cardinal Krol, our Archbishop of Philadelphia, had the 
privilege of participating in the election of the two Popes.

During the 41st International Eucharistic Congress held in August 1976, Cardinal Krol hosted our 
present Holy Father, Pope John Paul II (then Cardinal Wojtyla), who attended this memorable Oc-
casion. Father Daniel, who was an assistant at St. Adalbert Parish for four years, also had the honor 
of meeting the present Holy Father when he visited the parish to concelebrate Mass with twenty 
Bishops from Poland.

In June, 1977, Father Macek retired and Rev. Joseph A. Daniel was appointed as his successor.

Shortly after his appointment, the Diocesan Building committee inspected the parish buildings and 
granted permission for all the buildings to be renovated.

The work began in September 1977 by Richard Kern and John Fuscetto. The back wall of the church 
as well as the rectory and auditorium were stuccoes. Roofs were repaired and the convent was 
freshly painted by the men and women of the parish. Floors were carpeted, new furniture was 
bought, and air-conditioners installed in the lower and upper rooms.

Later that year, the original Mensa from the Main Altar was moved forward to face the people. It 
was moved by Mr. Walter Chasnocha. The bottom of the altar was designed by Father Daniel, and 
Mr. Joseph Weiss, a skillful carpenter, finished the panel; Mr. Louis Glowacki painted it.

A new carpet was installed in the sanctuary October, 1978 which was donated by Mr. & Mrs. Mi-
chael Konkus. The two sacristies were also carpeted. This was all in preparation for our celebration 
of our 75th anniversary.

Holy Trinity Parish is like an oak tree with its strong roots, its branches spreading far and wide — 
Kimberton, Collegeville, Spring City, Royersford, Oaks, Chester Springs, Parkerford, and even close 
to Pottstown.

The Diamond Jubilee Year 1903 - 1978 of Holy Trinity Parish, Phoenixville, Pa. started with a Mass 
celebrated by Rev. Joseph A. Daniel, on January 1, 1978.
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October 8, 1978 was a memorable date. For on this day, a Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving was cele-
brated by His Excellency Bishop Edward T. Hughes, D.D., V.F. Assisting and concelebrating with him 
were the three living pastors: Monsignor Francis Palecki, former pastor and now pastor emeritus 
of Saint Adalbert Parish, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. Joseph Macek, pastor emeritus, now retired, and 
living in Manchester, N.H., and Rev. Joseph A. Daniel.

Attending the Mass were the former Assistants of the parish, visiting guest priests, former and 
present principals of Holy Trinity School, Sisters of the Bernardine Order, His Honor, Mayor and 
Mrs. Albert Dvorak, friends, relatives, and parishioners.

 Priests who Labored in Holy Trinity Parish:

Rev. Marek Januszkiewicz, Aug. 9, 1903 to Nov. 21, 1904. 
Rev. John Rothenburger, in May, 1904. 
Rev. Theodor J. Maniecki, June, 1904. 
Rev. P. S. Rydlewski, C.S.Sp., to Nov., 1904. 
Rev. Thomas Grenbowski, from Nov. 1, 1904, to Nov. 10, 1907. 
Rev. S. M. Olesinski, from Dec. 1, 1907 to June 26, 1910. 
Rev. Francis Grzywacz, two months, 
Rev. Joseph Gazdzik, from Dec. 4, 1910 to Nov. 1,1911. 
Rev. John Dudzik, Nov., 1911 to July 7, 1912. 
Rev. John Mickun, from Sept. 1, 1912 to April 7, 1913. 
Rev. M. F. Kopytkiewicz, from April 19, 1913 to April 11,1915. 
Rev. S. M. Olesinski, 2nd time, March 27 to Feb. 27, 1916. 
Rev. A. Kasprzycki, served two weeks.
Rev. August Kuczynski, from March 26, 1916 to Jan. 21, 1917. 
Rev. Anthony Klijanowicz, Feb. 4, 1917 to Feb. 21, 1926. 
Rev. Frederick F. Walewski, from March 14, 1926 to June 6, 1932. 
Rev. Ladislaus Rakowski, June 6, 1932 to March 23, 1933.
Rev. Francis S. Palecki, March 23, 1933 to Aug. 7, 1939.
Rev. Joseph M. Macek, from Aug. 7, 1939 to June 6, 1977.
Rev. Joseph Honorowski, as assistant in June, 1937 for 3 months, 
Rev. Walter Psulkowski, assistant, from June, 1938 to Nov. 1947. 
Rev. Henry Krzesinski, assistant, Nov., 1947 to Feb., 1950.
Rev. Francis Szydlowski, Assistant, Feb., 1950 to June, 1950.
Rev. John S. Klapp, Assistant, from June, 1950.
Rev. Joseph A. Daniel, June 7, 1977. 


