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  History of The Holy Trinity Parish
  Golden Jubilee Holy Trinity Parish, Phoenixville, PA, p. 14-20. 
  CAP at Orchard Lake. 

A HALF CENTURY of activity of Holy Trinity Parish with its compatriots handed together under the 
shield of the Catholic Faith gives us a golden page of the deeds of the Poles in Phoenixville.

The Polish settlement in the City of Phoenixville began about the year 1890, and, as with the begin-
nings of most new developments, it proved most difficult. Factors which added to the difficulties 
of the Polish people were that they had 110 knowledge of the English language and no spiritual 
ministrations by priests of their own nationality. They were, in a word, unschooled in the new world. 
It was only natural, therefore, that they were exploited and became depressed.

Twenty-six miles to the south were the Poles from Philadelphia. In time, though, other peoples 
settled and eventually the town consisted of Poles, Slovaks, Ukrainians, Ruthenians, Italians, and 
those of Irish descent.

The prosperity of Phoenixville is attributed to the Phoenix Iron Com¬pany which provides the nec-
essary employment for the livelihood of the population.

Around the town entwines the picturesque Schuylkill River, flowing towards the City of Brotherly 
Love and from thence emptying into the Delaware River. Six miles outside of Phoenixville towards 
Philadelphia is Valley Forge Park, a living memorial to those who fought and sacrificed their lives 
for our independence, among whom were many Poles.

Around 1903, as more and more of their compatriots immigrated here, the Poles first satisfied their 
spiritual needs in either the Sacred Heart Slovak Catholic Church or St. Mary's under the ministra-
tions of a Polish priest from a nearby parish. The Rev. S. Olesinski is first mentioned and through 
his efforts he endeared the devotions and fostered the spirit of the Divine Teacher to those of his 
own descent for one year and a half.

This condition, however, could not long endure, and thus it was that after a profitable picnic in 
July of 1903, the Polish folks decided to organize their own parish. An old public school building 
was purchased and furnished with meager ecclesiastical needs to provide the spiritual needs. This 
building was later and still is used as our parochial school.

The petition of the people for the regular services of a priest was sent to the Most Reverend Bish-
op and in August, 1903, the first pastor of the Holy Trinity Church was appointed in the person 
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of Father Mark Januszkiewicz. Father Januszkiewicz labored at Holy Trinity until March, 1904 and 
then in May, 1904, the Reverend John Rothenburger, a Jesuit, conducted a mission and remained 
for the duration of one month. The Fathers Teodor J. Maniecki and P. S. Rydlewski remained with 
us for a short while.

In September, 1904, Father Thomas Grenbowski was appointed pastor and the task of organizing 
the Poles began in full swing. So greatly was the lack of a Church felt not only by the priest in charge, 
but also the faithful as well, that immediately plans were drawn up to purchase land and build a 
Church of their own. Every member of the flock cooperated excellently in the building of the Church 
edifice and rectory; unfortunately, Father Grenbowski did not see the buildings completed for in 
1907 he was transferred.

After an interim of one month, Father S. Olesinski again returned to the parish, only this time with 
an appointment as pastor, and under his directions the Church and rectory were completed.

The Holy Rosary Society cooperated by donating the main and side altar and one side altar was 
purchased by St. John Kanty Society. Thus it was that through the good and generous hearts of the 
faithful, the altars were now in Church.

The statues adorning the main altar are all hand sculptured from wood and it is therefore needless 
to remind the faithful that they are very expensive. The statue of the Holy Trinity in the main altar 
was generously offered by John Piatkowski.

The blessing of the Church was solemnized under the pastor ship of Father Francis Grzywocz who 
was rector from August to November of 1910. The ceremony of the blessing was quite a memorable 
occasion in that many organizations from neighboring parishes participated, outstanding among 
who were the Knights of St. Casimir from Reading, Penna.

In the next few years several appointments took place which was as follows:

Rev. Joseph Gazdzik—from December, 1910 to November, 1911.
Rev. John Dudzik until July, 1912.
Rev. John Mickun until April, 1913.
Rev. M. F. Kopytkiewicz until April, 1915.

Rev. S. M. Olesinski was appointed a second time remaining until called to eternal rest, February 
27, 1916, and buried in St. Mary's Cemetery of Phoenixville, Pa.

Rev. S. Kasprzycki remained a few weeks and then Rev. August Kuczynski until January, 1917.

For the next nine years Father Anthony Klejanowicz was rector and so splendidly did Father Anthony 
mingle his untiring labor with his unusual thriftiness, that these virtues have remained indelibly in 
this parish with the lapse of time; so indelibly that all debt was liquidated, an organ was purchased, 
new bells were heard to call for Mass and services and even a parish cemetery of six acres was 
purchased. It must be noted that no debt whatsoever was incurred.

During the next six years Father Frederick F. Walewski was rector; that is, from March, 1926 to June, 
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1932. In the year of 1930, an incident of great importance took place—our parochial school was 
opened. Repairs necessary were well taken care of and on the parish grounds a home was purchased, 
remodeled and furnished to meet the needs of a convent. Then, finally, permission was granted by 
the ecclesiastical superiors and the Bernardine Sisters willingly consented to teach the children. To 
this day the school fulfills its purpose. The building consists of four spacious classrooms and eighth 
grades. At the very beginning 107 children were enrolled.

The opening of the school was not the sole accomplishment of Father Walewski, for the rectory 
and church were repaired and new Stations of the Cross were purchased.

Father Ladislaus Rakowski, due to his advanced age and delicate health, remained for but a short 
time at Holy Trinity — from June 6, 1932 to March 23, 1933 and Father Francis Palecki was appointed 
rector on March 23, 1933, directing the parish until August 7, 1939. During his stay the height of 
depression was raging and everything was at a standstill. Slowly conditions blossomed anew, work 
began to grow more plentiful and the faithful contributed to the best of their ability.

In June, 1937 the first assistant rector was appointed. He was the Rev. Joseph Honorowski and after 
three brief months he was transferred to another parish and was replaced by Reverend Walter A. 
Psulkowski.

In 1938 the faithful of the parish made a motion to paint the interior of the church, and each family 
was assessed twenty dollars. In the midst of this undertaking, Father Palecki was transferred to St. 
Hedwig's Church in Philadelphia, and Father Joseph Macek was sent as his successor on August 7, 
1939, and is still rector of the parish at the present time.

Father Macek came from St. John Cantius Church, Bridesburg, Phila¬delphia, where he served as 
assistant for eight years. He celebrated the Silver Jubilee of his Priesthood in Holy Trinity parish 
on February 4, 1951. His first undertaking in the parish was the interior decoration of the church 
which was quickly accomplished by the artist at a cost of $3000. The solemn ceremony of blessing 
the Church was held Nov. 24, 1940.

Later a new cross was obtained for the cemetery by a Group of the Union of Polish Women in America. 
This cross was erected and the landscaping was improved. A new wrought iron fence surrounds the 
cemetery. Not much later an addition was built to the school. The Rosary Society offered $1250.00 
for the new linoleum in the church sanctuary which was placed at once.

The Polish-American Citizens Club donated $3500.00 for a new organ in the year 1950, and shortly 
after a new Wick's organ was installed at a cost of $7650.00. Thanks must be extended to the mem-
bers of that year for their donation. Through the generosity of parishioners who donated $3000.00, 
stained windows were installed in the Church. Their names are found on another page of this book. 
The entire cost for the windows amounted to $8225.00."

We must not forget about the Perm stone of the school which greatly improved the appearance of 
the building. It is the intention of the parish to do the same with the church and rectory.

The Fathers who served as assistant rectors at Holy Trinity were: Rev. Walter Psulkowski, mentioned 
before, served the longest, from 1938 to November, 1947. He must be remembered for his hustle 
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and success in aiding the parish financially thru his many undertakings. He was followed by Rev. 
Henry Krzesinski, from Nov. 1947 to Feb. 1950. Rev. Francis Szydłowski served five months. In June. 
1950, Rev. John Klapp was transferred to this parish and he is with us to the present time.

This is the history of a half century of Holy Trinity parish and the people of Poland who came here 
to escape persecution. We see the way in which Holy Mother Church cares and ministers for all of 
her children following the directive of Our Divine Savior: "Go ye and teach all nations..."


