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It would be fascinating indeed to be able to capture the atmosphere of some fifty years ago. In 
describing a picture of the tiny settlement of Polish, Slavish, Lithuanian and other central European 
nationalities that huddled together in the West End of Coatesville. It would be natural to suppose 
that the local steel industry attracted the great number of immigrants of Slavonic origin.

Being industrious and willing to work, they were sure to gain employment for a livelihood. In time, 
as the influx of more people continued, they formed distinct colonies. Amidst these people, the 
Poles who yearned to worship God in their own traditional way, took the initiative to form an orga-
nized way of life. To express their cultural and spiritual needs they saw the necessity to establish a 
spiritual center in the form of a Catholic parish.

Thus we are now in the midst of celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the founding of our St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Parish by the first Polish Immigrants.

Every beginning is difficult. The first meeting to organize was called on the second of December, 
1906, under the leadership of Rev. Grembowski, of Phoenixville, Pa., at which time a committee 
was formed to establish a parish and to eventually build a Church. Those present at this meeting 
were the Messrs. Jablonski, Pendyk, Ellendy, Sobierajski, Urbanowicz, Zabtocki, Suchta, Kaczmarek, 
Ktocki, Mackiewicz, Novak and Kucharczyk. Thus began the St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish without any 
building, designated priest, and with only $69.55 in funds. At this meeting it was agreed for Rev. 
Grembowski to come to Coatesville on every other Sunday afternoon to hold Vesper Services and 
on Monday mornings to celebrate Mass at St. Cecilia's Parish for the benefit of the future Polish 
congregation.

At later meetings it was decided to purchase the old school situated on Main and Church Streets 
for the sum of $10,000. This is now the site of our present Church. The first pastor was Rev. Francis 
Grzywacz. The school building was remodeled into a chapel. The blessing took place on June 2, 1907, 
officiated by the Rev. Monsignor Heinen. The church was open to other nationalities and Father 
Grzywacz made arrangements for services to be conducted by Rev. Klouchecka for the Slovaks, Rev. 
Koulakisa for the Lithuanians, and Rev. Lewicki for the Greek Catholics.

For further development of the parish, dances, picnics and other social activities were held. It is 
impossible to mention all the generous contributions in this early beginning, however, we shall 
always remain grateful for them.
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During the year of 1910, Father Grzywacz left the parish and was replaced by Rev. Kulawy. While 
he was pastor, two homes for the sum of $18,000 were purchased.

In 1912, Rev. Jacob Ploszaj took over the duties of the parish. His main contribution was the orga-
nization of a parochial school which consisted of two classes taught by the Bernardine Sisters of St. 
Francis whose motherhouse was in Reading.

During the short stay of Father Kopytkiewicz in 1915, the rectory was built at the cost of $9,000.

We again had a new pastor, Rev. John Mickun, who accepted the duties in November of 1916, at 
which time the parish debt was $27,000. This, however, was during the period of World War I at 
which time the mills were in full operation, allowing for much prosperity. It was during this period 
that Father Mickun took advantage of the situation to further develop the parish by selling one 
home and remodeling the other as a convent for the Nuns.

The decision to build a new school came about during a meeting on January 7, 1917.

Each parishioner was to be assessed $25.00 and our Slovak friends would be asked to contribute 
$10.00 each. Within a year's time a beautiful school consisting of four classrooms was built at the 
cost of $21,000.

With the continuous growth of the parish the need for a larger church arose and it was decided to 
initiate a building fund for this purpose. We began this project with the fine sum of $800.

In May, 1921, Father Mickun was transferred and Rev. Michael Pachucki replaced him. The Slovak 
people decided they numbered enough to establish their own parish and thus separated from St. 
Stanislaus Kostka. Since this was also the post-war period and times were difficult, the building 
project of the new church was delayed.

The new year of 1924 brought the arrival of a new pastor, Father Walewski—a young and energetic 
priest who was interested in the youth of the parish. Then in March of that same year, Rev. Antho-
ny Klijanowicz took over the duties of the parish. Under his direction, the construction of the new 
church was successfully accomplished. He was transferred to Perth Amboy, N. J., where he met 
death in an automobile accident.

Father Joseph Bidus was assigned to resume the pastoral duties in May of 1929. Our new pastor 
initiated measures to improve the interior of the church by means of painting and also by the pur-
chase of additional liturgical necessities.

At this time, the parishioners had a beautiful church with heavy obligations which was due to the 
economic crisis of the nation brought about by the period of depression. The parish was in financial 
difficulty and some of the parishioners were forced to leave Coatesville in order to seek employment 
elsewhere. During this critical period the Diocese of Philadelphia came to our aid in meeting the 
interest payments of our new Church.

While we were struggling to meet our obligations, Father Bidus was transferred and Rev. Theofil 
Lewandowski succeeded him on January 23, 1932. He patiently carried out the duties as pastor and 
made an earnest effort to keep our parish together during
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the difficult years of the depression.

In April of 1938 he was succeeded by Rev. Boleslaus Zywicki, who was with us for only a short peri-
od of time, during which he made extensive improvements to our cemetery. In November of that 
same year Rev. Anthony Szczypin arrived.

Father Szczypin became the pastor to remain with us the longest, being here for a period of thirteen 
years. During this time his accomplishments were many and very praiseworthy. He reduced the 
parish debts considerably, and redecorated the interior of the Church. Under his leadership, the pa-
rishioners contributed toward the purchase of stained glass windows to further beautify our church.

During his brief illness, he was ably assisted by Father John Skurecki, who later became Chaplain 
at the U. S. Veterans Hospital.

Shortly thereafter, Father Francis Kulhawik undertook the duties of assistant rector. Taken suddenly 
by death on September 14, 1951, our beloved pastor, Father Szczypin, became the first priest to 
pass away while serving in our parish. Father Kulhawik assumed the duties of administrator and 
continued the activities of the parish until the appointment of Rev. Stanley Polityka as our new 
pastor on January 13, 1952.

With his coming, Father Polityka brought about many progressive ideas. He has continuously endeav-
ored to reduce parish debts and to improve parish properties. Under his direction, the parishioners 
purchased two homes which were converted into a larger and more comfortable home, with the 
facilities of a beautiful Chapel, for the Nuns.

His efforts always kept in mind the youth of our parish. This was evidenced in the improvement of 
the school and its playground, the establishment of a Parent Teachers Association, and the organi-
zation of weekly entertainment for the teenagers.

Under his guidance and inspiration, the people of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish will commemorate 
the Golden Jubilee with the celebration of the Solemn High Pontifical Mass and the Jubilee Banquet 
and Ball.

 


