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Seventy-five Years of Growth 
(St. Joseph Church, Passaic, NJ) 

 
On September 17, 1967, parishioners of St. Joseph Church in Passaic, New Jersey, 

joined together to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of their church. 
A Diamond Jubilee celebration is an occasion for looking back—and for looking 

ahead. We can look back on seventy-five years of continual support for our parish and its 
church. From humble beginnings, we have seen our parish grow. Parishioners and pastors 
never lost sight of their Faith; incessantly, they grew in Christ, so that we now look back 
with pride on past accomplishments. 

And with renewed hope we look to the future. For, having overcome many obstacles 
in the past, we feel confident that, with God's help, St. Joseph's will strive forward, 
becoming an even more integral part of our lives and the life of the community as a whole. 
To help us to understand how St. Joseph's has arrived at this point, we must turn back to 
seventy-five years ago and the events which were instrumental in shaping our parish. 

 
Days of Struggle 
The last twenty years of the nineteenth century witnessed a great wave of emigration 

to our nation. The immigrants came from many regions of Europe, including millions of 
people from northern and eastern Europe. They came for many reasons. Often, they could 
not earn more than a subsistence living in their native countries; sometimes famines in their 
home countries drove them to seek new homes; and sometimes political conditions forced 
them to search for a land where democracy prevailed. 

Many of these immigrants came to the United States from Poland. They were 
hard-working, industrious people who fervently desired to make new and better homes for 
themselves in their adopted country. 

At this period in United States history, the textile industry was one of the main 
employers of immigrant labor. Since many textile factories were located in the Passaic area, 
a huge influx of Polish immigrants found a haven here. Many of these people, especially the 
women, found work in the handkerchief factories which once thrived in and near Passaic. 

Immigrants of all nationalities had difficulties in the United States, not the least of 
which was their inability to speak English. Until they learned how to speak English, the 
very early Polish immigrants experienced great difficulties in fulfilling their religious 
duties, because Passaic had neither a Polish- speaking priest nor a primarily Polish parish. 

Yet these people did not lose their Faith or turn away from it for the sake of 
convenience. In order to attend Mass on Sundays, these new Americans had to travel via the 
White Line Trolley Cars to the Hudson River where they embarked on ferries to cross the 
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river to New York City. There they attended Mass at St. Stanislaus Church on East 7th 
Street.  
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Fortunately, this burdensome trip was soon eliminated. The Polish immigrants 
began to attend St. Anthony Polish Church in Jersey City. Bishop M. Wigger of Newark 
helped these loyal people to fulfill their Easter obligations by sending a Polish priest to St. 
Nicholas Church in Passaic. These people could speak to him in Polish. 

 
Our First Church 

 In 1892, at the request of the Polish population in Passaic, His Excellency, Bishop 
Wigger of Newark appointed the Reverend Boleslaw Kwiatkowski first pastor of a new 
Polish church. Permission had been granted to purchase a small frame building facing 
Quincy Street. This little building served as the first parish church. Much to the delight of 
the parishioners, the parish was placed under the care of St. Joseph. These people had 
endured many hardships and overcome many obstacles in order to maintain and practice 
their religion. And their steadfastness resulted in the formation of a new parish and a church 
in which their native language, Polish, was spoken. 
 
St. Joseph's Grows 

Three years later the Bishop appointed Reverend Valentine Chlebowski as 
permanent resident pastor. Since there was no rectory, a house at 41 Quincy Street had been 
purchased and used as a rectory until 1902. Under Father Chlebowski, the parish made 
great advances. The parish grew so quickly that within a very brief period of time it was 
found necessary to build a much larger edifice. 

Father Chlebowski was the ideal man for the task of enlarging the parish plant. He 
was an excellent organizer who understood the problems involved in expanding the parish 
facilities. In 1901, through Father Chlebowski's tireless efforts, a new St. Joseph Church 
was completed. This church has often been acclaimed one of the most beautiful buildings in 
the state of New Jersey and fully expresses the depth of faith of these early members of St. 
Joseph Parish. 

At the same time, Father Chlebowski added a brick floor to the old frame building. 
This building then housed the first Polish-American Roman Catholic parochial school in 
Passaic. The faculty was composed of members of the Felician Sisters. It did not take 
Father Chlebowski very long to realize that a new school was needed as the parish 
continued to grow and the educational needs of more and more children had to be met. With 
the financial, spiritual and physical support of the parishioners of St. Joseph Parish, a new 
school was erected on Monroe Street in 1911. The school had a chapel on the bottom floor, 
large, airy, modern classrooms on the middle two floors, and an auditorium on the third 
floor. The chapel on the bottom floor of the new school served the future parishioners of 
Holy Rosary Parish, which became located in the vicinity of Wall Street, Passaic. 

Father Chlebowski's efforts were not entirely channeled toward the building 
program. He was instrumental in getting Polish people together in various secular and 
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religious organizations such as the Rosary, St. Joseph's, Third Order of St. Francis, St. 
Aloysius, and other societies. 

The years of struggle and effort took a toll on this seemingly tireless pastor. He died 
early in 1912, causing heartfelt sorrow in his parishioners. Through Father Chlebowski's 
organizational ability, St. Joseph Parish had a magnificent new church and a new school 
adequate to meet the increasing educational demands. 

 

 
The rectory for our priests 

 This period of building, concentrated within a few years, left the parish in very great 
financial debt despite the continuing generosity of the parishioners. Yet, the parish was 
equal to the task of retaining a sound financial basis. 

 
A New Era 

In 1912 Bishop O'Connor of Newark appointed Monsignor Julius Manteuffel pastor 
of St. Joseph's. With courage in his heart, Monsignor Manteuffel immediately attacked the 
financial problems of the parish with the considerable zeal he possessed. With the aid of the 
parishioners of St. Joseph's, the debt was soon reduced. 

Little did Monsignor Manteuffel realize in 1912 that during his years as pastor the 
world would undergo very significant changes. One that brought indescribable joy to him 
and his parishioners was the freedom of their beloved Poland. Because of his intense and 
sincere patriotism to Poland and to his adopted country, the United States, Monsignor 
Manteuffel's help to the many patriotic causes was unlimited. He was an active and 
effective leader of the United States Bond Drive. His friends included many famous Poles 
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and Americans, including the incomparable Polish pianist and composer, Ignacy Jan 
Paderewski. 

 

 
Our first church, built in 1892 

New Organizations 
Believing that the Church must serve the needs of youth, Monsignor Manteuffel 

organized the now famous St. Aloysius Club and gave the members for a meeting place the 
frame building that had served as the first St. Joseph Church. He appointed Reverend 
Lawrence Szorc, his assistant, as the spiritual advisor to the club. St. Al's, in its heyday, was 
known for having excellent ball teams and was generally regarded as one of the best local 
athletic clubs. 

Years later, Monsignor Manteuffel provided an organization for the young women 
of the parish. This group was called the St. Agnes Club, with Reverend Anthony Tralka 
assigned as spiritual advisor. The club provided for the training of young ladies so that they 
could be helpful and real participants in the various church affairs. They were also coached 
in the numerous social graces so highly esteemed in that day. 

Monsignor Manteuffel fervently believed that the youth of this country was its 
greatest hope for the future. Believing this, he continually supported youth. He took great 
interest in the school, urging the students to go on to higher education. In instances he gave 
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financial aid to students whose talents and desires to learn were great but who could not 
financially afford to further their education. 

 
Our Parish is Divided 

In his own parish, Monsignor Manteuffel believed it was time to divide the parish 
into several parishes because some people had to travel great distances in order to attend 
church services. He started a mission in 1917, which in a short while became St. Stanislaus 
Parish in Garfield. In 1918, he helped Holy Rosary open up its first church, located in the 
Wall Street section of Passaic. Toward the end of his life he promoted the mission in the 
Athenia section of Clifton which, under his successor, became 

Once the parishioners of Holy Rosary had their own church, they no longer needed 
to conduct services in the chapel. The chapel may not have been needed, but many more 
classrooms were. Monsignor Manteuffel, therefore, added another floor to the school and 
converted the chapel into the parish auditorium. 

On October 13, 1929, the people of Passaic and neighboring cities were shocked and 
saddened to learn of Monsignor Manteuffel's rather sudden death. This indefatigable pastor 
had done much to improve the parish and to make it truly a community. 

In 1930, Archbishop Thomas A. Walsh of Newark appointed Monsignor Lawrence 
Szorc pastor of St. Joseph's. At one time he had been Father Manteuffel's assistant. 
Monsignor Szorc had been pastor of St. Stanislaus Parish in Garfield since 1917, and it was 
from this parish that he came to accept his new assignment as pastor of St. Joseph Parish. 

 
We Continue to Grow 

Monsignor Szorc's pastorate began in the days of our nation's most encompassing 
depression. Many of his parishioners were out of work, and money was scarce. Yet, despite 
these distressing economic circumstances, Monsignor Szorc not only helped to maintain 
the morale of his flock, but he successfully undertook reducing the remaining parish debt. 
After the debt had been completely eliminated, Monsignor Szorc began the job of painting 
the church. With the aid of his parishioners, this was accomplished at a cost of $30,000. 

Scarcely had this enormous task been completed when the need for a new home for 
the Felician Sisters presented itself. With the aid of his assistant, Reverend Anthony J. 
Dziurzynski, and the generous parishioners, the construction of a very beautiful and 
modern convent was begun, being completed in 1939. 

During these years in the 1930's, Monsignor Szorc was instrumental in the 
organization of several important societies, among them the Men's Holy Name Society, the 
Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Children of Mary and the Parent-Teachers Associ-
ation. As usual, the parishioners of St. Joseph Parish eagerly and wholeheartedly lent their 
support to these organizations. One result of such active participation is that these societies 
were and are able to perform many useful and beneficial parish functions. 
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Monsignor Szorc's vigorous pastorate ended with his death in June of 1944. To 
replace him, Bishop McLoughlin of Paterson appointed Reverend Anthony Kurzynowski 
pastor of St. Joseph's on September 12, 1944. 

Father Kurzynowski had acquired a one and a half acre parcel of land on Parker 
Avenue from Monroe Street to Jackson Street through the kind offices of the Botany 
Woolen Mills. Part of this land was made into a much needed parking lot, and the rest of 
this land was converted into a Garden of St. Joseph, with a beautiful statue of St. Joseph 
placed in the center of this area. This garden provides a quiet place in which to meditate; a 
place for the personal reflection needed by all. 

During Father Kurzynowski's pastorate, the parish participated in and finished a 
close third in the St. Mary's Hospital Building Fund Campaign. Once again, the giving 
spirit—the spirit of charity—that prevails in St. Joseph Parish was made evident. About this 
time, the women of the parish became affiliated with the National Council of Catholic 
Women. 

Father Kurzynowski's death in November, 1955, was sadly accepted by the 
parishioners of St. Joseph's who greatly appreciated his devotion to them and their parish. 

Bishop James McNulty of Paterson appointed Reverend Anthony J. Dziurzynski to 
succeed Father Kurzynowski. Father Dziurzynski, who assumed his new duties on January 
3, 1956, was no stranger to St. Joseph's, as he had been Monsignor Szorc's assistant from 
1933 to 1939. He knew the people of the parish well, and he understood the church and its 
needs. 

Father Dziurzynski immediately began to renovate the parish facilities. Once again, 
the church was repainted. Many repairs were also made, and the interior of the church was 
renovated. Diligently, Father Dziurzynski set about having all the buildings repaired and 
renovated, with new roofs being put on wherever necessary. The classrooms were redeco-
rated, as were the convent, rectory and eventually the church itself. With its new coat of 
paint, the church is drawing the admiration of all visitors and inspires justifiable pride in the 
parishioners whose support made these things possible. 

 
Our Diamond Jubilee 

With gratefulness and pride, the parishioners of St. Joseph's can look back on the 
first seventy-five years of their parish. 

There was much to celebrate and to be thankful for as we commemorated the 
Diamond Jubilee of our parish in 1967. Our Lord blessed the parish with good, 
hardworking, zealous pastors such as our present Father Dziurzynski; good and loyal 
parishioners who always consider St. Joseph Church as their own special edifice, their own 
spiritual home, their very own parish where they sincerely desire to worship God. St. 
Joseph's parishioners consider Father Dziurzynski as their father or head of the spiritual 
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family, to whom obedience, loyalty and respect are due and to whom the marks of 
allegiance and kindness are to be shown. 

The formal observance of the Diamond Jubilee which highlighted the celebration 
was a Solemn High Mass of Thanksgiving held on September 17, 1967, "Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary Sunday." 

The day-long program began with a colorful procession from the rectory to the 
church. Brilliant sunshine shone on the participants as if to add a crown of light to the 
joyous occasion. 

The Most Reverend Lawrence B. Casey, Bishop of Paterson, presided at the Solemn 
High Mass of Thanksgiving. Taking note of the centuries-old Communion hymn sung 
reverently by the congregation, Bishop Casey commented that he knew of no other nation 
that had so steadfastly held the Christian faith as had the people of Poland, despite all perse-
cutions. In his remarks the Bishop also praised the pastor, Father Dziurzynski, and the 
growth of the physical plant of St. Joseph Church, and spoke of the impressiveness of the 
number of baptisms, first holy communions, confirmations, marriages and other spiritual 
events of the parish. 

Father Dziurzynski was co-celebrant of the Mass with Bishop Casey, and the 
sermon was delivered by Right Reverend Alexander W. Fronczak, Pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church, Wallington, New Jersey, who traced the history of St. Joseph Parish from its 
founding in 1892 and pointed out that it was the first parish in the area for people of Polish 
descent who had come from their native land to live in America. 

At the "Anniversary Sunday" observance, Reverend Walter Flek, Pastor of Mount 
Carmel Church, Boonton, New Jersey, served as deacon; and Reverend Eugene Kasper, 
Assistant Pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Bayonne, New Jersey, was 
sub-deacon. Both priests had been members of St. Joseph's before entering the priesthood. 
Present at the Mass were also many nuns whose vocations had been fostered at St. Joseph 
Parish before entering religious life. Guest of honor among them was Reverend Mother 
Mary Virginette, C.S.S.F., superior of the Felician Sisters who are in charge of education at 
St. Joseph School. 
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The Convent for our Felician Sisters 

 The day of celebration was completed at a dinner dance at the Polish People's Home, 
1-3 Monroe Street, Passaic. More than five hundred parishioners attended this gala event. 
Speakers at the dinner on that occasion included the Right Reverend Monsignor Michael T. 
Fronczak, Pastor of Sacred Heart Church, Trvington, New Jersey; John L. Salek, Passaic 
City Councilman, who was general chairman of the Jubilee Committee for St. Joseph's; and 
Father Dziurzynski. The toastmaster was John Kuren, President of St. Cecilia's Choir, 
which sang at the celebration Mass. 

 
Meeting the Challenge of the Future 

Passaic, with its population of 53,000 people, is known as a "city of churches." And 
this city of churches can be justly proud of St. Joseph's. 

A "United Nations" of people practically exists in Passaic as Polish, Hungarian, 
German and more recently Latin Americans live and work side by side. Those of Slavonic 
background have long abounded, first coming to work in the textile mills. These mills have 
declined, but other industries have flourished, and the descendants of those courageous 
early Polish immigrants can be found working in them. 

The people of St. Joseph Parish banded together initially because of their common 
heritage and language. Yet their hearts and those of the present parishioners go out to others 
with feelings of Christian unity. 

There is a real ecumenism here in St. Joseph Parish, perhaps born of common 
sufferings and shared joys. These people have always participated St. Joseph's active Holy 
Name Society with Father Dziurzynski. Officers: President, Stanley Korczynski; 
Vice-President, Richard Carline; Secretary, Benjamin Skutnik; Treasurer, Stanley Maciag 
actively in church services, and, therefore, they find the changes of present-day ecumenism 
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more understandable and matter-of-course than do some others. St. Joseph's parishioners 
have long been familiar with Masses at which the priest faces the people. Thus, St. Joseph's 
550 families tend to accept ecumenism as desirable in a Church which carries the prayers 
and aspirations of all mankind to God. 

 St. Joseph's is now the Mother Church of a group of Polish churches in the diocese, 
the others being the Church of Holy Rosary, Passaic; St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, 
Garfield; and St. John Kanty Church, Clifton, conducted by the Franciscan Friars. 

 
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

 
St. Joseph's Holy Name Society 
In 1938, Monsignor Szorc called a meeting of the men of the parish in order to form the 

St. Joseph's Holy Name Society. They elected Oscar Sennert as their first president and 
Father Joseph Ducas-Dziouksza was appointed the first spiritual director. A year later they 
were granted a charter and thus the St. Joseph's Holy Name Society became the first 
nationally chartered Holy Name Society to be organized in Passaic County. 

The purpose of the Holy Name Society was to honor and revere God and to aid the 
pastor and priests. The Society has fulfilled these duties zealously throughout the years. 
Under the guidance of its spiritual directors, the Society has grown and flourished. On the 
2nd Sunday of every month there is an excellent attendance at corporal Communion. The 
Society has a perfect attendance record at all Federation meetings, attends retreats annually 
at the Loyola House in Morristown, publicly demonstrates its great faith by participating in 
large numbers in the annual Holy Name Parades, helps our youth, diligently participates in 
prayer and memorial services for a deceased member, visits the sick and infirm, sponsors 
religious films during the Lenten season and fulfills the work of trusteeship and ushers at all 
church services. 

 
 

St. Aloysius' Club 
Shortly after the turn of the century, Reverend Chlebowski, pastor of St. Joseph Church, 

called a group of young men together. They formed the St. Aloysius Club under the very 
capable leadership of a then young curate who later became Monsignor Lawrence Szorc. 
The club is devotedly called "St. Al's." 

Throughout the years the club has grown both in love of God and in material 
development, particularly in the field of sports. The spirit imbued in the young men by their 
very fine spiritual advisors remains with them forever. These young men are active 
participants in all kinds of sports, producing championship baseball, basketball, track and 
other teams. 
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The same great zeal that prevails in sports is carried into the St. Al's social and political 
life. The St. Al's are known to run the finest bazaars and dances. They publicly support 
good candidates and represented the parish in the Holy Name Federation before the birth of 
the St. Joseph's Holy Name Society. 

The St. A1 "boys" are no slackers when it comes to the defense of their country. 
Thirty-eight St. A1 members, two of whom became casualties, fought in World War I. 
Twenty-three St. A1 members fought in World War II, all of whom—through the grace of 
God—returned safely. 

Under the spiritual and temporal guidance of our parish priests, St. Al's has been a 
vineyard of activity. The efforts of many club members are reflected in their personal 
attainments and occupations in private life. Members include a city manager, two city 
councilmen, a former commissioner, clergy, a judge, magistrates, school teachers, a city 
assessor, accountants, engineers, morticians, businessmen and many others. 

 
St. Joseph's Parent Teachers Association 
Early in 1941, Monsignor Lawrence Szorc, pastor, called a meeting of mothers of the 

parish school children and, on January 19, these women formed the St. Joseph's Parent 
Teachers Association. They elected Mrs. Wallace Sokolewicz as their first president and 
Reverend Francis Warlikowski was appointed the first spiritual advisor. 

Over the years the St. Joseph's P. T. A. has offered invaluable assistance to both church 
and school. Their now famous card parties, calendar parties, cake sales and many other 
money-making projects have permitted the school to purchase the best books and articles 
necessary in the smooth running of a school. 

Even though a great many members are working mothers, they always energetically 
help the sisters, 
whether it be in the office, the library, chaperoning, etc. They even extend material help to 
children in great need, donating clothing to First Holy Communicants and to needy 
graduates. 

Brief History of the Saint Agnes Club 
The Saint Agnes Club dates back to the first Sunday in September, 1919. On this day 

Reverend Anthony Tralka, assigned by the late Right Reverend Monsignor Julius 
Manteuffel, introduced to a group of young girls the benefits of club work, the friendships 
and useful deeds derived thereby, which was enthusiastically accepted by those present. 

Shortly after this first gathering, a formal meeting was held, at which time the Club 
obtained its present name, a few regulations were made and the first officers were elected. 
The drawing up of the Constitution was postponed for two years, in order that the duties and 
obligations necessary for the proper progress of this Club could be studied more carefully. 
Finally, when the Constitution was drawn and accepted, it was signed by the moderator of 
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the Club, Reverend John J. Karolewski, together with forty-five members of the Club. For 
its motto, the Club chose "One for all, all for one." 

Since then, the Club has been very active at different times, voluntarily giving its aid 
toward the support and betterment of its parish, helping in the different parochial affairs and 
entertainments and in various inter-club affairs in the Parish as well as in the city. 


