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  Brief History of St. Stanislaus BM Parish.
  100th Anniversary of St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Church, 
  Newark, NJ. CAP at Orchard Lake. 

After the division of Poland by the three partitioning powers, many Poles left their country, not 
only for bread but also for the freedoms of which they were deprived. They settled mostly in such 
states as Texas, New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan as well as others, concentrating in such cities as 
New York, Philadelphia, Jersey City, Chicago, Detroit and Newark.

The settlement in Newark ranks as one of the oldest in the state of New Jersey from around 1880. 
Many of the immigrants felt like strangers in the English churches, since they did not understand 
the English language. They felt that they needed a Polish parish and church, where they could pray 
and hear sermons in their own language, as well as receiving the Sacraments in their own church. 
It was also imperative that they carry on the traditional Polish devotions and customs. After eight 
years of group meetings and other discussions, they decided to actively organize a Polish parish.

The Chronicles of our Parish notes that a meeting was held on May 6, 1888 in the parish hall of St. 
Mary's church on High and William Street in Newark. At this first meeting Joseph Stawski said, "It 
is well known that Polonia in Newark has grown to such numbers that we would be able to build a 
church without any hardship." As a consequence, two committees were formed' a building committee 
and one for fund raising. The following were elected as officers: Joseph Stawski, president, Andrew 
Jachelski, vice-president, Casimir Szczaniecki, recording secretary, Stanislaus Zdzieblowski, financial 
secretary, and John Twardus, treasurer. At this meeting pledges were made in the amount of $205.00 
of which only SI 1.00 was collected in cash. An additional collection was made which brought $2.32 
for the purchase of account books. At the following meeting, a week later, J. Bączkowski continued 
collecting contributions. Further pledges were being made. In the meantime, a committee presented 
itself to Bishop Wigger who agreed to help in the establishing of the new parish, and was present 
at the meeting of September 16, 1888. Meetings were held weekly.

A committee was formed to take a census of Polish families in Newark. The following were elected 
to serve: Zdzieblowski, Kolaski, Filipowicz, F. Czapiewski, W. Grodzicki, J. Lewandowski, Furtak, W. 
Popek, Obarski, Kalamorski, Stefański and Pawłowski'just like the twelve Apostles. The following 
were collectors of contributions: Anthony Górski, W. Wysocki, M. Karolczak, S. Bulsiewicz and Jan 
Lewandowski.

To obtain additional funds, socials, picnics and theatrical presentations were sponsored by a special 
committee of F. Piekarski, L. Stawski, S. Bulsiewicz, L. Zajaczkowski as well as the existing "Polonia" 
Club.
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Another committee again presented itself to Bishop Wigger consisting of M. Karolczak, S. Bulsiewicz, 
J. Bączkowski, A. Jachelski and F. Czapiewski. The secretary at this time was W. L. Kraszewski.

The first Polish Solemn Liturgy was celebrated by the first pastor of St. Stanislaus Church on Octo-
ber 10,1889, in the meeting hall at William Street. Shortly after four lots were purchased at South 
Orange Ave. and Richmond St. and sold later for $8,000.00, which in turn helped to purchase a 
wooden Baptist church on Belmont Avenue on which site our present church of St. Stanislaus Bishop 
and Martyr

lifts its lofty steeples to the heavens. The first collectors were A. Górski, W. Wysocki, S. Bulsiewicz and 
J. Lewandowski. The resignation of J. Bączkowski from the committee opened the seat to J. Akuratny.

The blessing of the small wooden church was held on September 28, 1890. The Rev. John Machni-
kowski (1889-1891) was the first pastor. Other pastors in order were Reverends: Anthony Klawiter, 
Kajetan Labudzinski, Valentine Chlebowski, Bolesław Kwiatkowski and Chester Kucharski, all of 
whom experienced great hardships.

On March 8, 1896, the Rev. Vitus Masnicki, a young and zealous priest, was appointed as pastor. 
Although the parish existed now for six years, it found itself in debt and neglect. After rolling up 
his sleeves and getting down to work, the Rev. Masnicki raised the yearly income by $5,000.00 and 
after paying off the debt on the wooden church and the house used for both rectory and school, he 
purchased three lots on neighboring Livingston St. and in 1899 built a school and a hall for meetings 
and social affairs as well as a sisters' convent. He invited Felician Sisters to teach in the school in 1898.

In July 1900, a decision was made to build a new church. It was started in March 1901. On April 15, 
1901, a loan was acquired to purchase the property at 146 Belmont Avenue. At a September 15, 
1901 meeting plans were made to purchase the altars and other needs for the church. Rev. Mas-
nicki set himself to a great task and as a result we have a splendid gothic Church of St. Stanislaus.

On May 16, 1902, Joseph Waberski and Ignatius Blekicki were newly appointed as trustees. Rev. 
Masnicki remained pastor of St. Stanislaus parish until 1908 when he was assigned to St. Adalbert's 
Church in Elizabeth, NJ. The new pastor was Rev. Erasmus Ansion who, on March 1909, was felled 
by an assassin.

In December 1908, Rev. Ansion and the trustees moved to help the newly established parish of St. 
Casimir in Newark. Our parish offered $5,000.00 for the purchase of the lot and in addition contrib-
uted $2,694.00, which in those days was a considerable sum. We are proud that our parish, in the 
spirit of brotherhood, was able to give aid in establishing a new Polish parish, as well as to others. 
Many Poles from surrounding towns frequented St. Stanislaus Church since it was the nearest Polish 
parish. Our church was regarded as the mother church of other Polish churches in outlying areas, 
since our parishioners gradually established their own Polish parishes in other towns.

Rev. Ansion was succeeded by a great patriot and pastor Rev. Francis Rolinski who led the parish 
for twenty years. He worked for the good of the Polish immigrants and was very well liked by his 
parishioners. During his tenure he had a new addition built to the school. One of his curates was 
Rev. Dr. Arthur Dombrowski.
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On September 18, 1928, Rev. Joseph Olszewski was appointed pastor. Before this he was pastor of 
St. Michael's Church in Lyndhurst since 1918. He returned to St. Stanislaus where he was stationed 
earlier as a curate. His first objective at St. Stanislaus was to proceed with renovations such as pur-
chasing a plot for the building of a new rectory; enlarging of the play area for the school children 
by another purchase; renovating the school, convent and rectory; painting of the church interior 
and installation of a new heating unit for the church. He initiated a move to purchase a new organ 
to be installed as a beautiful and lasting gift by the parishioners in time for the Golden Jubilee. In 
1939 the new organ was installed by Radzewicz Organ Co. The unwearyingly efforts of Rev. Olszewski 
gained him favor, reverence and respect from his parishioners and compatriots. His curates were 
the Reverends L. Wilczewski, Dr. Z. Zajkowski and John Telkowski.

Rev. Olszewski retired because of health problems and on July 16, 1958 was succeeded by Rev. Adal-
bert Kiczek who laid great stress on deepening a religious spirit, strengthening religious practices 
and binding the faithful to the parish. Many parishioners left the old neighborhood and moved to 
the suburbs, and as the parish annals stated, it was necessary to urge them to remain faithful to the 
parish. He revived various religious devotions and revived and coordinated the work of many clubs. 
He did not spare his time and strength to renew the parish. Thanks to the sacrifice of the faithful 
he cut the parish debt by $35,000.00 and allotted $15,000.00 toward the Sacred Heart Cathedral 
in Newark. Five lots near the church were purchased. Three old homes were razed to make room 
for a parking lot. The school and the auditorium were renovated.

In 1955 the school numbered 218 students under the direction of the Felician Sisters who displayed 
a dedication and faithfulness to their ideals. During Rev. Kiczek's tenure there were twelve active, 
religious and secular organizations. He contributed toward the building of the new Sokolnia on 20th 
Street, together with the whole parish, giving an example of his concern. The years of persevering 
labor by Father Kiczek placed our parish in the forefront of other parishes whether Polish or English. 
During his 16 years as pastor Father Kiczek was assisted by the Reverends: John Telkowski, Stanley 
Adamczyk, Anthony Bogdziewicz, Walter Walewski, Leonard Miodowski, John Tyks, Stephen Rut-
kowski, Eugene Hazewski and Robert Jacunski. These priests passed quickly through as if it were 
another seminary. Father Kiczek was well loved by his parishioners. The following quote attributed 
to the pastor is cited from an earlier souvenir book, "The ravages of time have painfully touched 
the district of Belmont Avenue. Many Polish families moved to better districts. Some abandoned 
the parish. Others remained faithful to her. Bad times have arrived but the Polish spirit remains 
through the faithful ones who still dedicate themselves to their beloved parish."

Today the parish of St. Stanislaus is a small island of renewal which is contributing toward the re-
naissance of Newark.

In February 1964, Rev. Thaddeus Zaorski was assigned to the parish and remained until 1968 when 
Rev. Joseph Domozych succeeded him. From 1972 through the following three years Rev. Robert 
Jacunski was acting administrator due to the illness of Father Domozych. In 1974, Rev. Theodore 
Czermak succeeded as administrator before being made pastor in 1977 and remaining until 1983.

Again the parish hit hard times. Reports to the Chancery were not encouraging, and in mid-1982 
a dark cloud settled over St. Stanislaus, as there was talk of closing the church and disbanding the 
parish which showed stagnancy in its activities and thereby leaning toward a fall. Even the build-
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ing needed prompt attention. Alarm struck the parishioners. An Ad Hoc Committee enlightened 
Bishop Joseph Francis as to some misunderstandings. A chance remained for continued existence 
by becoming organized. In February 1983 Rev. Bogumil Chrusciel was appointed as administrator 
and immediately activated a counseling group to discuss details for renewal. Within a few months 
the parish began to take on a new life and strength, expecially with the increase in the numbers 
attending devotions, as well as the

Number of volunteers who helped with repairs to the buildings and landscaping .In May 1983, Arch-
bishop Peter Gerety assigned Rev. Bogumił Chruściel as pastor, untying his hands to wholeheartedly 
get to work. His concern was to bring back as many former parishioners as possible to strengthen 
the continued existence of the parish; to preserve our beautiful Polish tradition and customs which 
enrich our liturgy and life; to help the sick and those thirsting for a kind word; and to look after the 
spiritual temple as well as the material temple of the parish.

The deteriorating buildings were attended to. Decisions were carried out quickly one after the other 
despite the meager funds. The willing workers, both parishioners and friends, did not disappoint 
the troubled pastor. A request to replace the roof and slates of the steeples, which was made 
in December 1984, was approved by the Chancery in January 1986, and the enormous task was 
finished in 1988 thanks to the continued contributions to the building fund. To continue — a new 
altar was erected to Our Lady of Częstochowa; twelve new chasubles from Poland were obtained 
and new chalices; new asphalt on the parking lots; new sidewalks; strengthing of the foundations 
of the church; repairing of the church walls, interior and exterior renovations were made to the 
rectory; insulation of the church ceiling; new landscaping around the church and rectory; new public 
address system; new printing and other office machines, and many, many more necessary items.

This year work was started in repairing the interior of the church. Falling plaster from the ceiling and 
walls presented a danger. The artistic brush will beautify anew the interior. Many months of arduous 
and toilsome tasks remain in order to transform everything to a new and beautiful condition. With 
so much more to be done, we know that our Pastor is unwearied in his labors.

Through these past several years our parish had many, many needs which called for superhuman 
labor, love and attachment in order to be fulfilled. The results have proven to our parishioners, 
friends, and to our Pastor that the goal that seems difficult to reach — can be attained. A dream 
can become a reality.

In spite of the demographic changes, our parish continues to write a rich, bright and beautiful 
chapter of a history serving God and Polonia.

May St. Stanislaus, our holy patron who faithfully rendered his assistance, and who at times could 
be felt close to his family and church in Newark, lead us further into the future.


