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  History of St. Mary Ostrabrama Parish
  Diamond Jubilee St. Mary's Church, South River, NJ, p. 8-20.
  CAP at Orchard Lake.
 

	 The	founders	of	our	parish	joined	the	St.	Joseph's	Society	of	Sayreville.	This	organization	orig-
inated	in	1898,	and	is	one	of	the	oldest	Roman	Catholic	societies	in	the	country.	(Its	group	number	
is No. 20.)
Members of St. Joseph's Society wanted to build a church where Poles could worship God in their 
native	tongue,	and	to	provide	a	school	which	would	educate	their	children	in	religion	and	the	Polish	
language.
In	May,	1897,	eight	active	members	of	the	group	met	in	a	private	home	to	propose	a	plan	for	the	
erection	of	a	Polish	church.	At	this	meeting	it	was	agreed	that	an	appeal	was	to	be	made	to	all	Poles	
residing	in	South	River,	Sayreville,	and	surrounding	localities,	to	join	the	newly-formed	organization	
in	the	construction	of	a	national	church,	and	to	donate	money	or	building	material	for	this	purpose.
The	proclamation	was	signed	by:	Alexander	Zachowski,	Anthony	Bardzik,	Julian	Niemcinski,	Felix	
Stefanski,	Stanley	Laska,	Bartholomew	Rutkowski,	Alexander	Rawa,	and	Joseph	Krzyszkowski.	The	
first	official	document	of	the	parish,	it	was	typewritten,	and	confirmed	by	a	lawyer.	Through	it,	the	
parish	has	learned	that	Polish	settlement	in	the	area	dates	back	to	1891.
Unfortunately, we are unable to determine from this document the precise number of people in 
St.	Joseph's	Society	at	the	time.	That	number	is	indicated,	however,	in	the	parish's	second	official	
document,	which	was	sent	to	the	bishop,	notifying	him	of	the	families	who	obligated	themselves	
to	support	a	new	parish.	According	to	the	information	included	in	it,	the	group	numbered	nine	
hundred	people	or	two	hundred	and	fifty-two	families	with	four	hundred	and	forty-five	children.

	 The	Bishop's	Reply
The	bishop	responded	negatively	to	the	proposal	for	a	new	parish,	explaining	that	those	requesting	
it	were	from	two	nearby	localities	and	there	would	be	difficulty	in	locating	a	site	satisfactory	to	all	
concerned; secondly, there was also the problem of obtaining a Polish priest to service the parish, 
as those Polish priests in the diocese were already overburdened.
Disappointed with the bishop's reply, the group soon had news that they hoped would alleviate the 
situation,	but,	unfortunately	resulted	in	adverse	effects.	It	happened	that	a	ReverendKlawiter	arrived	
from Poland to stay with one of the families in South River. He was welcomed with great joy and 
open	arms	in	the	hope	that	it	might	change	the	bishop's	opinion	about	sanctioning	the	new	parish.
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As	Reverend	Klawiter	was	a	newcomer	from	Poland	and	did	not	belong	to	the	diocese,	official	sanc-
tion	for	the	project	was	withheld.	Reverend	Klawiter,	as	a	member	of	St.	Joseph's	Society,	sent	a	
delegation	to	the	Apostolic	Delegate	in	Washington,	seeking	his	permission	to	become	pastor	and	
organizer	of	the	new	parish.	However,	Archbishop	Sebastian	concurred	with	the	diocesan	bishop	
and	the	project	was	postponed	for	five	years.
Realizing	the	errors	they	had	made	in	petitioning	for	permission	to	set	up	a	parish,	the	first	com-
mittee	solicited	and	accepted	new	members	to	the	board.	They	were:

John	Ciemniecki	,Adam	Rabczynsk,i	Wakter	Rogowski,	Teofil	Gatarz,	Joseph	Jackowski,	Ignace	
Iwański,	Ignace	Kaczorowski,	Ignace	Grodzieński,	Walter	Maranowski,	Vincent	Litwiński,	Jo-
seph	Sajnoga,	Anthony	Hojnacki,	Joseph	Zieliński,	Carl	Fronet,	Anthony	Kozikowski,	Edward	
Kiszkurna,	Stanley	Sokołowski,	Matthew	Reckage,	Frank	Rudnicki,	Andrew	Milewski,	Anthony	
Jackowski,	Frank	Romanowski,	Joseph	Rolinski

At	a	meeting	on	November	9,	1902,	it	was	decided	to	form	a	new	parish	in	South	River,	and	name	
it	"Our	Lady	of	Ostrobrama."	Sayreville	withdrew.	As	the	people	had	been	disillusioned	after	the	
first	attempt	had	failed,	this	time	it	was	resolved	to	entrust	the	entire	project	to	the	care	of	Our	
Lady, Queen of Poland.
The	new	committee,	full	of	energy	and	devotion,	started	to	work,	hoping	that	the	same	mistakes	
would	not	be	repeated.	The	next	meeting	was	held	November	16th	at	Mr.	Allgair's	hall,	and	twen-
ty-eight	members	were	accepted.	They	were:

Stanley	Baran,	Joseph	Zachowski,	Wacław	Zasionowski,	Anthony	Zieliński,	Martin	Marcins-
ki,	John	Napiórkowski,	Thomas	Dziedzic,	Jacob	Urbanik,	Blase	Bednarczyk,	Joseph	Grzejka,	
George	 Borowinski,	Michael	 Surdej,	 John	Drozd,	 Bernard	 Fitzke,	 Joseph	 Liszewski,	Maciej	
Łuszczak,	Walenty	Palmowski,	Thomas	Dziobek,	lgnące	Kisielewski,	Teofil	Pogruszewski,	Andrew	
Dopieralski,	George	Dopieralski,	Adolph	Bratjanski,	Joseph	Rusin,	Thomas	Sajnoga,	Anthony	
Opalewski,	Frank	Zajac.

On	November	30th,	at	 the	 third	meeting,	 the	newly	enlarged	board	decided	 to	appoint	a	new	
committee	to	petition	the	Bishop's	Curia	in	Trenton	for	permission	to	purchase	the	land	where	the	
church	was	to	be	built.	This	time	the	bishop	gave	his	approval	to	purchase	the	land,	build	the	church,	
and	requested	a	financial	statement	in	conjunction	with	the	project.	He	also	appointed	Reverend	
Joseph Regorowicz as pastor.
The	incorporation	of	the	church	followed	later,	after	the	transaction	of	numerous	formalities.	At	
the	next	meeting,	a	decision	was	made	to	locate	the	church	on	the	corner	of	Jackson	Street	and	
Whitehead	Avenue,	the	most	convenient	site	for	both	communities	of	South	River	and	Sayreville.
The	land	was	purchased	from	Mr.	John	Boszko	for	twenty-one	hundred	dollars,	with	a	mortgage	of	
eight	hundred	dollars.	We	do	not	have	the	official	document	of	the	actual	purchase,	but	according	
to	the	minutes	of	the	December	14th	meeting,	this	matter	had	not	been	officially	settled	as	Mr.	
Fisher	of	the	Sayre	&	Fisher	Brick	Company	of	Sayreville,	donated	the	land.	After	a	period	of	dis-
cussion,	Mr.	Surdej	of	Sayreville	made	a	motion,	agreed	upon	by	the	majority,	for	the	construction	
of a new church in South River.
Reverend	Regorowicz	conducted	the	next	meeting	the	first	Sunday	after	Christmas,	and	the	trans-
action	for	the	land	acquisition	and	other	pertinent	matters	were	legally	completed.
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On	October	14,	1903,	an	additional	eight	feet	of	land	was	purchased	from	Mr.	E.	Gordon	for	the	
sum of three hundred dollars. The following month with the bishop's approval, the home located 
on	Jackson	Street	was	bought	for	use	as	a	rectory	from	Mr.	Bissett	for	thirty-nine	hundred	and	fifty	
dollars.	At	a	meeting,	Mr.	H.	Dagit,	an	engineer,	presented	the	church	building	plans.
A	contract	in	the	amount	of	eighty-eight	hundred	dollars	was	awarded	to	Marcus	S.	Wright,	a	building	
contractor.	Bishop	James	A.	McFaul	officially	accepted	the	project	as	outlined,	and	it	was	signed	by	
the	pastor,	Reverend	Regorowicz,	and	trustees,	A.	Zachowski	and	M.	Surdej.

	 Dedicated	Workers
The	most	difficult	job	in	the	construction	of	the	church	was	digging	the	excavation	for	the	foundation.	
Several	volunteer	parishioners	came	equipped	with	shovels	and	pickaxes,	and	with	these	simple	
tools	began	preparing	the	site	for	the	next	stage	of	construction.	These	indefatigable	pioneers,	who	
labored	from	ten	to	twelve	hours	a	day	in	a	factory,	and	then	offered	several	hours	of	their	time	
towards	the	realization	of	a	church,	are	to	be	admired	and	given	recognition	for	their	dedication.
Our	overstrained	and	unshaken	fellow	men	conducted	their	first	devotions	when	the	basement	
was	completed,	paying	homage	to	Almighty	God	and	the	Blessed	Mother	for	hearing	their	prayers	
so that at last they were able to pray in Polish, led by a Polish priest, and most importantly, in their 
own sanctuary.
On	December	10,	1902,	Stella	Dopieralska,	daughter	of	Andrew	and	Josephine	(Piotrowska)	Dopier-
alska,	was	baptized	in	our	parish.	A	month	later,	on	January	27,	1903,	the	first	marriage	ceremony	
was	performed	for	Miss	Catherine	Krzywonos	and	Julian	Baczek.	Earlier,	the	first	funeral,	that	of	
John	Cichonia,	had	taken	place	on	January	7th.
About	this	time,	the	first	loan	assumed	by	the	parish	was	taken	for	fifty-five	hundred	dollars	at	an	
interest	rate	of	five	percent.	Of	this	sum,	one	thousand	dollars	was	expended	to	buy	an	additional	
twelve	feet	of	land	from	Mr.	P.	Gordon.	In	July,	1904,	a	resolution	was	made	to	build	a	parochial	
school,	where	 the	native	 language,	national	 traditions,	and	beautiful	Polish	 songs	and	Catholic	
hymns—some	of	the	most	beautiful	in	the	liturgy—would	be	preserved.
In	April,	1905,	six	acres	of	land	were	purchased	for	a	parish	cemetery	from	Marcus	D.	Wright	for	
twelve	hundred	dollars.	On	May	25th,	Reverend	Regorowicz,	due	to	ill	health,	resigned	from	his	
pastoral	duties.	He	was	succeeded	by	Reverend	John	Supinski,	an	inflexible	peace	fighter	and	vet-
eran	of	the	Russian	conflict.
The	new	pastor,	unusually	energetic,	called	a	meeting	and	proposed	the	purchase	of	a	home	with	
two lots for the future school, at a cost of four thousand dollars. Two months later he received the 
bishop's	approval	and	twenty-six	thousand	dollars	for	completion	of	the	church.	The	resolution	
was	officially	signed	by	the	bishop,	the	pastor,	and	two	trustees,	B.	Jacukiewicz	of	South	River,	and	
Joseph Lis of Sayreville.
As there had been a change made in the architectural plans for the church, this raised the building 
costs	to	forty-five	thousand	dollars.	From	this	point	the	debts	began	to	increase	on	the	new	prop-
erty.	In	November,	the	Bishop's	Curia	had	to	endorse	a	check	or	a	note	for	four	thousand	dollars,	
and	a	few	months	later	(in	February),	for	one	thousand	dollars.
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From	parish	documents,	we	presume	that	the	basement	had	been	constructed	by	M.	Wright,	en-
gineer, and the church, by M. L. Lisowski, engineer. Originally, the church steeple was to have been 
much	higher	and	of	a	different	style.	However,	it	was	determined	that	the	foundation	would	not	
support that kind of steeple, and it was constructed as we see it today.
In	May,	1908,	stained-glass	windows	were	ordered	from	the	Philadelphia	factory	of	W.	Rejt,	at	a	
cost	of	about	three	thousand	dollars.	The	following	societies	made	donations:

Rosary	Society,	Sodality	of	The	Children	of	Mary,	St.	Joseph,	St.	Valentine,	Polish	Falcons,	The	
Uhlan	Society,	St.	Michael's,	Men's	Organizations,	St.	Cecilia's	Choir.

Private	donations	were	received	from	the	P.	Ogurowicz	Family,	and	from	Reverend	John	Supinski.
In	July,	1908,	the	Curia	approved	personal	loans	for	the	sum	of	ten	thousand	dollars	at	three	percent	
interest. New pews and balustrade were ordered for seventeen hundred dollars in August, and a 
contract	was	signed	with	P.	E.	Rychter	for	the	installation	of	electricity	for	$453.	In	conjunction	with	
the	additional	expenses,	a	new	loan	was	taken	at	the	first	National	Bank	for	twenty-five	hundred	
dollars,	and,	in	October,	for	six	thousand	dollars	at	the	North	Brunswick	Company.
As	the	two	new	loans	created	many	difficulties,	a	new	credit	for	fifteen	thousand	dollars	was	es-
tablished	with	the	Prudential	Insurance	Company	as	a	mortgage	to	be	liquidated.	Completion	of	
the	interior	and	exterior	of	the	church	demanded	additional	funds.	Once	again,	the	Curia	granted	
permission	for	new	personal	loans	for	five	thousand	dollars,	later	for	two	thousand	dollars,	and,	in	
September,	for	twelve	thousand,	from	the	New	Brunswick	Trust	Company.

	 Blessing	The	New	Church
At	last,	the	glorious	day	which	the	indefatigable	founding	parishioners	had	longed	for	became	a	
reality.	On	October	11,1909,	the	church	was	blessed	by	Bishop	McFaul	during	ceremonies	conducted	
by	the	pastor.	In	attendance	were	several	members	of	the	clergy,	dignitaries,	church	societies	and	
organizations.	Piously,	the	parishioners	thanked	Almighty	God	and	the	Blessed	Mother	for	hearing	
their ardent prayers.
Plans were soon put forward to organize classes in the church basement. The children were taught 
by a priest, the organist, or volunteers from the parish.
On October 11, 1910, the Curia assigned Reverend Supinski to a larger parish in Camden and 
appointed Reverend John Pawlowski to replace him. The new pastor reorganized the four-grade 
school.	He	staffed	it	with	the	Felician	Sisters,	and	coordinated	the	educational	program	with	local	
educational	authorities,	so	that	at	the	completion	of	the	fourth	grade,	our	children	would	not	have	
any	difficulty	in	transferring	to	the	public	school.
We	must	give	recognition	to	the	new	pastor	and	to	the	Felician	Sisters	for	their	zealous	work	and	
devotion	to	the	education	of	parish	youth.	In	the	same	year,	a	home	for	the	Felician	Sisters	had	
been	purchased	for	forty-five	hundred	dollars	on	Whitehead	Avenue.
In	191	2,	a	resolution	was	passed	to	build	a	new	altar	of	imitation	marble,	at	a	cost	of	twelve	hun-
dred	dollars.	It	was	paid	for	by	the	Society	of	Our	Lady	of	Ostrobrama,	whose	president	was	Andrew	
Giera. This project had been completed in October of that year.
The	new	Main	Altar,	still	impressive	for	the	originality	and	beauty	of	its	design,	is	a	precious	memen-
to of those early believers and worshipers of Our Lady of Ostrobrama, who brought that concept 
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of	the	Blessed	Mother	here	from	Wilno,	so	that	she	might	reign	and	help	us	to	be	more	devout	
towards her Divine Son, Jesus Christ.
The	year	1914	was	a	critical	year	for	our	parish.	Sayreville	had	grown;	traffic	had	become	heavier	
and	dangerous	for	the	children	of	that	community	who	attended	parochial	school	in	South	River,	
and	also	for	the	elderly	who	attended	devotions.	This	condition	forced	many	families	to	educate	
their children in regular parochial schools. The parents, in turn, then felt compelled to join the 
parishes associated with them.
The	Poles	of	Sayreville	became	fearful	of	denationalization.	As	usual,	parishioners	with	such	prob-
lems	consulted	their	pastor.	Reverend	John	Pawlowski.	After	listening	to	them,	the	pastor	came	
to the conclusion that the establishment of a new parish in Sayreville was a necessity.
The	bishop	gave	permission	to	build	a	new	parish—to	be	called	St.	Stanislaus	Kostka	Church—on	
June	9,	1914,	on	the	site	offered	by	the	Sayre	&	Fisher	Brick	Company.	This	marked	the	beginning	
of	two	independent	Polish	parishes,	closely	related	for	many	years,	not	only	by	family	ties,	but	by	
religious	and	national	bonds	as	well.
As	we	can	see,	our	fellowmen	in	Sayreville	had	contributed	financially	and	morally	to	the	en-
large¬ment	of	our	parish.	Therefore,	it	is	fitting	that	we	extend	to	them	our	most	sincere	words	
of	appreciation,	gratitude,	and	esteem	during	the	celebration	of	our	Diamond	Jubilee.
Our pastor, Reverend Pawlowski, remained for several more months in South River, then was 
transferred	to	Sayreville	April	6,	1915,	to	oversee	the	development	of	the	new	parish	and	con-
struction	of	a	church.
Reverend	Francis	Czarnecki	became	the	new	pastor	of	our	parish.	He	immediately	organized	a	
two-week	mission	to	instill	more	piety	into	the	hearts	of	the	faithful,	and	to	prepare	them	for	
further	fruitful	work.
His	first	undertaking	was	the	purchase	of	a	new	organ	for	nineteen	hundred	dollars	from	Mohr	in	
New	York.	Until	that	time,	a	small	accordion	had	been	used	to	provide	music	for	devotions,	but	
it	had	not	done	justice	to	our	beautiful	hymns.	Grateful	and	generous	parishioners	paid	for	this	
expenditure	via	cash	contributions.
It	was	also	necessary	to	protect	the	stained-glass	windows	from	winds,	and	to	install	ventilation	
in	the	windows.	This	was	done	the	following	year	at	an	expense	of	twelve	hundred	dollars.
Besides	working	for	the	parish,	parishioners	did	not	neglect	their	duties	toward	humanitarian	
endeavors.	At	that	time	there	was	a	"War	Work	Campaign"	going	on,	and	our	parish	was	assessed	
a thousand dollars for the cause.
In	1918,	many	people	lost	their	lives	in	the	great	explosion	in	Morgan,	near	South	Amboy,	and	
also	in	the	influenza	epidemic.	Since	there	were	many	deaths	at	this	time,	and	the	cemetery	was	
not	very	large,	some	burials	took	place	in	the	"deep	valley".	After	these	major	tragic	events,	daily	
life began to go back to normal.
Sidewalks	were	installed	around	the	church	by	P.	Krepecki	for	one	thousand	dollars.	And	now	
parishioners	considered	building	a	school.	On	September	30,	1919,	five	lots—each	forty	by	one	
hundred feet—were purchased from the P. Holmes family. A small house on the corner of Holmes 
Avenue	and	Jackson	Street	became	the	first	schoolhouse.
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Reverend	Czarnecki	requested	the	Curia	to	relieve	him	of	his	duties	in	South	River,	and	he	moved	
in	1923	to	the	mountainous	section	of	Great	Meadows,	New	Jersey,	for	a	well-deserved	rest.
His	successor	as	pastor,	Reverend	John	Budziak,	had	had	extensive	training	in	construction	work	
since	his	youth,	which	was	of	great	value	in	supervising	the	construction	of	the	school.	However,	
there	were	unforeseen	problems.	The	times	were	uncertain,	the	rate	of	currency	exchange	fluctu-
ated, and labor costs were very high.

 A New School
Finally,	construction	of	the	school	was	begun	on	June	17,1924.	Contractor	for	the	job	was	Wood-
land	Construction	Company	of	Philadelphia	for	the	sum	of	$122,000.	The	building	was	designed	
by	Robert	Szuman	of	Trenton,	architect.	In	July,	a	contract	was	signed	with	R.	Galwin	Company	for	
thirteen	thousand	dollars	to	install	a	heating	system.
The school project had been approved by the bishop, our pastor, and trustees, J. Grzejka and H. 
Hodkiewicz.
Plans	for	a	school	also	meant	considering	providing	a	home	for	the	Felician	Sisters,	who	were	to	
staff	it.	An	older	home	was	bought	from	Mr.	Simon	Trojanowski,	for	this	purpose.	It	was	later	resold	
and another home on Holmes Avenue was bought, as it was closer to the school.
It	was	a	time	when	the	parish	had	a	number	of	small	loans	from	several	sources	so	the	Bishop's	
Curia	decided	to	consolidate	them	by	borrowing	$100,000	at	a	five-and-a-half	percent	interest	rate	
from	Morris	County	Savings	Bank	and	liquidating	the	many	smaller	loans,	borrowed	at	interest	rates	
that	varied	between	six	and	nine	percent.
Due	to	the	bankruptcy	of	the	Woodland	Construction	Company,	many	complications	developed.	An	
additional	amount	of	twenty	thousand	dollars	had	to	be	added	to	the	original	contract.
The year 1928 was unfavorable to the parish. Death claimed former pastor Reverend John Pawlowski. 
Finances	were	at	an	ebb.	Expenses	had	increased	as	well	as	interest	on	the	old	debts,	amounting	
to eight thousand dollars, and the parish was barely able to make the interest payments.
Thanksgiving	Day	changed	the	whole	situation.	Bishop	John	J.	McMahon	assigned	Reverend	Max-
imilian	Wujek	as	our	new	pastor	on	November	24,	1928.	With	this	appointment,	a	new	era	was	
launched	in	our	parish.	This	energetic	priest,	reared	in	a	family	of	builders,	had	attended	the	Poli-
technika	School	in	Lwow,	and	had	worked	in	the	construction	field	for	a	few	years	before	he	decided	
to	become	a	priest.	Reverend	Wujek	attended	a	seminary	in	Turin,	Italy,	and	after	the	completion	
of his studies, was ordained June 2, 1912.
It	was	happenstance	 that	brought	Reverend	Wujek	 to	 the	United	States.	At	 the	 invitation	of	 a	
former classmate, Monsignor Joseph Urban, Pastor of St. Stephen's Church in Perth Amboy, New 
Jersey,	Reverend	Wujek	was	visiting	his	friend	when	World	War	I	broke	out.	He	was	unable	to	return	
home. As Monsignor Urban, who had been in the process of building a church and school, needed 
assistance,	he	requested	Bishop	McFaul	to	assign	Reverend	Wujek	to	the	Diocese	of	Trenton.	The	
request	was	granted.
At	the	completion	of	the	church	and	school	in	Perth	Amboy,	Bishop	Thomas	Walsh	assigned	Rever-
end	Wujek	as	a	pastor	in	Great	Meadows	in	1924.	He	was	appointed	pastor	of	Our	Lady	of	Ostro-
brama	Church	on	November	24,	1928.	(Reverend	Wujek	was	made	a	Consultor	to	the	Diocese	of	
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Trenton	by	Bishop	Moses	E.	Kiley	on	September	16,	1938.	Two	months	later,	he	was	appointed	a	
monsignor	by	Pope	Pius	XI.)
Almighty	God	blessed	our	parish	again,	for	we	could	not	think	of	a	better	selection	as	our	pastor	
at	that	time.	First,	Reverend	Wujek	organized	a	mission	which	the	church	had	not	had	in	eleven	
years, aware that a spiritual renewal was the best remedy for all ailments, and that this mission 
would unite parishioners.
Results	were	excellent.	Parishioners	demonstrated	two	years	later	in	1930	that	they	possessed	
the same deep faith and good will as their forefathers before them. The new building fund for the 
Bernardine	Sisters'	Convent	amounted	to	$3,368.	As	the	fund	grew	rapidly,	the	new	convent	was	
constructed	in	1940	at	a	cost	of	twenty-five	thousand	dollars.
In	the	next	few	years,	the	parish	was	in	a	financial	position	to	begin	liquidating	the	indebtedness	
it	had	incurred	in	the	past.	It	repaid	one	thousand	dollars,	also	the	debt	on	labor	and	equipment	
costs	for	the	church,	and	several	outstanding	debts	to	the	Bishop's	Curia,	which	amounted	to	ten	
thousand	dollars.	It	was	then	able	to	make	annual	payments	of	a	thousand	dollars,	and	the	final	
payment	was	made	in	1946.
The	parish	managed	to	accumulate	fifteen	thousand	dollars	in	its	savings	account.	These	funds	
were used to decorate the church interior with marble, and to purchase a new organ.
Nor	did	the	parish	forget	its	youth.	It	had	wanted	to	build	a	gymnasium	for	them	for	some	time,	
and	each	year	had	set	aside	funds	for	that	purpose.	When	half	the	needed	sum	was	raised,	pa-
rishioners	voluntarily	helped	acquire	the	balance.
There	was	great	joy	in	the	parish	when	the	project—costing	a	quarter	of	a	million	dollars—was	
completed	in	1960.	Parishioners	who	had	been	involved	and	dedicated	to	the	realization	of	the	
gymnasium	were	especially	pleased.	Again,	prayers	of	thanksgiving	were	offered	to	Almighty	God	
and	the	Blessed	Mother	at	devotional	services,	with	the	bishop	officiating.	In	the	evening,	parish-
ioners	turned	out	in	force	for	a	banquet.	Expressions	of	gratitude	and	appreciation	were	voiced	
to	all	for	their	work	and	effort	on	the	project.
Although	 involved	 in	the	construction	and	appearance	of	our	church,	we	hadn't	 forgotten	our	
Christian	duty	in	remembering	the	deceased	of	the	parish,	whom	Our	Good	Lord	had	called	home.	
Their	souls	are	in	His	hands,	while	their	bodies,	awaiting	the	Final	Judgement,	are	reposing	in	our	
parish cemetery.
Today, one of the best-kept cemeteries in the diocese, and the pride of our parish, we must pay 
homage	to	Monsignor	Wujek	for	all	his	efforts	to	beautify	it,	especially	during	difficult	times	of	
former years. He was able to realize the hopes of
Reverend	Monsignor	Maximilian	Wujek,	who	served	as	Sixth	Pastor,	1925-1969.	He	succeeded	
Reverend	John	Budziak,	who	died	in	office	the	founders,	who	had	wanted	to	purchase	more	land	
for a larger cemetery, but due to lack of funds were unable to do so.
Monsignor	Wujek	had	once	commented,	"A	cemetery	is	a	thermometer	which	registers	the	hot	or	
cold	of	Faith	in	Resurrection."	As	long	as	we	possess	this	Faith,	we	must	care	about	those	who	have	
passed	on,	and	are	awaiting	the	Resurrection,	remembering	that	"Dust	thou	art,	to	dust	returneth."
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The cemetery chapel had been donated by Mr. and Mrs. Leon Lesniowski at a cost of twenty- three 
hundred	dollars	in	1918.	It	still	beautifies	our	cemetery.

 A New Pastor
After	serving	our	parish	 for	 forty-one	years,	Monsignor	Wujek	retired	 in	 June,	1969.	Reverend	
Michael	Kseniak	was	appointed	by	the	bishop	to	succeed	him.
Reverend	Kseniak	was	no	stranger	to	the	parish,	for	he	had	served	here	as	an	associate	pastor	from	
1944	to	1947.	Born	in	Perth	Amboy	on	June	20,	1918,	his	parents	were	John	and	Anna	(Zabiega)	
Kseniak.	After	his	graduation	from	a	parochial	school	in	1931,	and	at	the	completion	of	his	high	
school	studies.	Reverend	Kseniak	realized	he	had	a	vocation	to	the	priesthood.
Bishop	Moses	E.	Kiley	sent	him	to	St.	Charles	College,	Catonsville,	Maryland,	to	begin	his	studies.	
He	went	on	to	St.	Bernard's	Seminary,	Rochester,	New	York,	to	study	philosophy	and	theology.	
Reverend	Kseniak	was	ordained	June	19,	1943,	by	Bishop	William	A.	Griffin	in	St.	Mary's	Cathedral,	
Trenton, New Jersey.
Reverend	Kseniak	was	assigned	to	St.	Hedwig,	Trenton;	Our	Lady	of	Ostrobrama,	South	River;	All	
Saints	Church,	Burlington;	St.	Mary's,	Bound	Brook;	and	Holy	Family,	Carteret.	He	was	appointed	
Pastor	of	SS.	Peter	and	Paul	Church,	Great	Meadows,	New	Jersey,	on	June	12,	1959.
At	that	time,	the	census	of	the	Great	Meadows	Parish	was	relatively	low.	Within	a	short	period,	
however,	it	increased	substantially	and	a	new	church	became	an	urgent	need.	The	new	pastor	began	
raising	funds	for	the	purpose.	After	several	years,	with	the	help	of	God	and	the	untiring	efforts	of	
active	parishioners,	a	sufficient	sum	was	accumulated.
The	church	was	completed	in	1967,	and	blessed	by	Bishop	G.	W.	Ahr.	Two	years	 later,	 in	1969,	
Reverend	Kseniak	was	transferred	to	our	parish.
Having served here previously, he was aware that the parish youth would be future parishioners, 
and	involved	them	in	the	parish	via	sports.	In	good	physical	health	and	spirit,	he	formed	the	first	
basketball	team	and	supplied	it	with	equipment.
Under	his	watchful	eye,	professional	guidance,	and	tactful	command,	the	team	won	many	games	
and	achieved	numerous	honorable	awards	for	the	school	and	parish.	A	cheerleading	squad	con-
tributed to their morale and victories.
The pastor was cognizant of all the needs of the parish. He made many immediate improvements 
in	the	entire	school	system.	He	bought	new	desks,	enlarged	the	library	and	laboratory,	installed	
carpeting	in	the	classrooms,	and	purchased	new	equipment	and	learning	materials.
Besides	obtaining	a	good	education,	our	youth	have	been	encouraged	to	receive	Holy	Communion	
every	First	Friday	of	the	month,	to	participate	in	devotions	during	Lent	and	Advent,	the	annual	
Mission,	Easter	Procession,	retreats.	May	Devotions,	the	Crowning	of	the	Blessed	Virgin,	Stations	
of	the	Cross,	Christmas	Devotions,	reading	of	the	Bible	and	Catholic	periodicals.	The	goal	of	our	
school	is	to	teach	the	younger	generation	to	love	God	and	country,	their	families	and	the	commu-
nity-at-large.
Other	improvements	under	the	direction	of	Reverend	Kseniak	included	renovation	of	the	church.	
This	involved	the	installation	of	mosaic	windows	in	1972,	remodeling	Our	Lady's	Grotto	as	well	as	
the	veterans	monument,	providing	an	air	conditioning	system	and	new	flooring,	the	purchase	of	
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"Basilican	Bells",	renovation	of	the	baptismal	font	and	sacristy,	building	a	chapel	to	St.	Ann	on	the	
lower level for the convenience of elderly parishioners, improvement of cemetery grounds, a new 
garage, sidewalks, and new sewers.
In	celebration	of	our	Diamond	Jubilee,	it	is	noteworthy	to	mention	that	our	parish	is	in	a	very	good	
financial	position.
Since	assuming	the	pastorate	in	1969	Reverend	Michael	Kseniak	has	touched	the	life	of	the	parish	
in all of its aspects.


