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  Brief History Sacred Heart Church, Manville, NJ
  Sixteth Anniversary 1919-1979 Sacred Heart Church, 
  Manville, NJ. CAP at Orchard Lake.

THE SIXTY YEAR HISTORY of Sacred Heart Parish is a deeply human story of faith, dedication, cour-
age, resourcefulness and above all optimism about the future. The founding priests and parishio-
ners of this parish reflected the very same pioneer spirit of "can do" and "will do" that translated 
into the founding and developing the United States of America, the greatest democracy on earth. 
These were builders and pioneers of Polish heritage who banded together under the leadership of 
dedicated priests to build a parish that not only ministered to the spiritual needs of its people but 
a parish that preserved Polish culture, language and observances. It was a Polish Roman Catholic 
Parish that enriched the quality of life in the Manville area for sixty years.
The early organizational efforts of the parish date back to 1917. At this point in history, Manville 
was part of Hillsborough. The one large industry in the area was Johns-Manville Corporation which 
attracted many Polish-Americans because of employment opportunities. The area was essentially 
rural and ready for development. In 1917, the United States declared war on Germany and our 
young country thus had become involved in World War I, "to. make the world safe for democracy". 
Times for people were uncertain and young persons from the area were conscripted for military 
service. President Woodrow Wilson led the nation during this period of turmoil. Pope Pius X was 
the international leader of the Church and His Excellency Bishop James McFaul was the leader of 
the Trenton diocese.
The first recorded religious services, for what was to be a nucleus of Sacred Heart Parish, took place 
in 1917, in a hall at West Camplain Road. Thé Rev. Vincent Rozmus from St. Joseph's Parish, Raritan, 
offered Mass and serviced families. Because of difficulties surrounding the use of these facilities, 
services were moved to the Main Street Firehouse and on occasion Mass was celebrated at "Baker's 
Hall," or "Liberty Hall" as it was known in Manville.
In December, 1917, immediately after his ordination, the Rev. Francis A. Kasprowicz was assigned 
to organize and minister to the needs of this core of Polish parishioners. Despite less than optimum 
conditions Father Kasprowicz set out to organize his people. He called together his group to plan for 
their future as a parish. Trustees "were elected. John Doman and Benjamin Czaplicki were the first 
to serve the fledgeling parish in this capacity. Church collectors were also designated and Messrs. 
Bara- nowski, Zawila and Pulnecki served as the first official collectors (ushers). A search for property 
on which to build a church was initiated. Mr. Czaplicki informed Father Kasprowicz of suitable land 
for sale at the site of the present school on South Main Street and West Camplain Road. On March 
11, 1918, six parcels of land were purchased with permission from Bishop James McFaul. Father 
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Kasprowicz, Mr. Czaplicki and Mr. Doman built a small shelter on the newly acquired property. This 
shelter served as a temporary church. The building is still standing and is in use by the parish. Father 
Kasprowicz and his group launched vigorous campaigns to raise funds for the building of a new church 
on the newly-acquired property. In addition to individual donations, fund raising activities included 
dances, bazaars and organized outings to Lake Hopatcong. Men and women of the parish worked 
side by side with great dedication and belief in accomplishing their goal of building a new church.
On August 17, 1919, services were held marking the laying of the cornerstone of the new church 
and school. A large representation of Catholic parishes from Bound Brook, Perth Amboy, South 
Amboy, South River, New Brunswick and Raritan participated in the ceremony. The architect of this 
project was Mr. Henry Swartza. Contractors of record were Mr. William Greasheimer and Mr. George 
Baltromeja. Two years later on October 23, 1921, the Polish Roman Catholic Church of the Sacred 
Heart was blessed and dedicated by Bishop Thomas J. Walsh. The original cost of the building, which 
included school facilities, was $40,000.00.
In 1921, Bernardine Sisters from Reading, Pennsylvania, arrived to teach parish youngsters and 
develop the newly organized school. Initially, three nuns were assigned to the parish under the 
direction of Sister Mary Honorata, who served as the first principal of the school—1921-1924. 
Over a period of time, ten Bernardine Sisters served the parish school which grew to four hundred 
students. In 1926, a dedicated Parent Teacher Association was organized by Father Kasprowicz. The 
first leader of this new organization was Mrs. Joseph Onka, Sr., a distinguished member of the Sa-
cred Heart pioneer family. During this period of time, Sister Mary Benedictine was school principal 
and honorary president. The commitment and dedication of the Bernardine Sisters were inspiring. 
Sacred Heart stu¬dents graduating to high school were well prepared for the transition. The Sisters 
also provided a much appreciated intellectual and cultural resource to the parish.
In 1925, the parishioners built a rectory for their pastor. In the same year the parish purchased 42 
acres of land on the outskirts of Manville for a parish cemetery. In 1926, the parish built a home 
for the teaching nuns. All of this came to be under the skillful administration of Father Kasprowicz, 
whose adroitness and dedication inspired parishioners to new heights of achievement.
The oldest recorded organized church society, which dated back to March 1,1917, was the Rosary 
Society. It was organized by Father Vincent Rozmus, the visiting priest from St. Joseph's Parish in 
Raritan. Charter members of this group were Mrs. Josephine Łazowski, Mrs. Hedwig Gabrielski, Mrs. 
Sophie Domański and Mrs. Antoinette Czaplicki—all sisters. The first president of this organization 
was Mrs. Helena Łazowski. These were representatives of distinguished pioneer families of this area 
whose dedication to service on behalf of the church was exemplary.
Under the able and tender leadership of Father Kasprowicz, founding pastor of the parish, the con-
gregation grew and prospered despite World War I and the Great Depression of 1929. On October 
4, 1934, Father Kasprowicz was transferred to Holy Cross Parish in Trenton, N. J. He was replaced 
by Father Peter Wieczorek. Father Wieczorek added many improvements to existing buildings and 
organ¬ized new societies such as the Holy Name, Newman Club for high school boys and girls, and 
the Young Ladies Sodality of Our Lady. In 1944, Father Wieczorek enlarged the cemetery with the 
purchase of twenty-two additional acres. An iron fence and an attractive entry gate were added to 
enhance the landscape of the cemetery. Water lines were also extended throughout the existing 
ceme¬tery for the convenience of the public and grounds man. At the southern portion of the 
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cemetery there was placed an imposing monument of the "Pieta". It is at this location that Father 
Wieczorek was buried following his death on March 12, 1958.
The Rev. Msgr. Martin A. Madura was appointed new pastor of the parish in March, 1958. Msgr. 
Madura was not only a motivated spiritual leader, but a most astute administrator who took advan-
tage of opportunities to add to parish properties. During his period of stewardship of the parish, 
properties at 204 Filak Street and 219 West Camplain Road were purchased. These buildings were 
refurbished and used as classrooms. Forty additional acres were added to the parish cemetery at 
a cost of $40,000.00. Perhaps the most outstanding accomplishment of his administration was the 
purchase in September, 1959, of the building which houses the present church. The building which 
previously housed a bakery was purchased at a cost of $75,000.00 from Joseph Onka, Sr., a dedicated 
parishioner, humanitarian and former Mayor of Manville. Mr. Onka was among the original pioneer 
families who helped build the first Sacred Heart Church. He is still alive at the writing of this history 
and is very proud of Sacred Heart Church and his community of Manville.
Under the skillful leadership of Msgr. Madura, who orchestrated a total parish effort, the second 
Sacred Heart Church was completed and the first Mass was celebrated in the new church on Christ-
mas Eve, 1963. The new church was now able to accommodate over eight hundred worshippers. It 
offered the added advantage of a spacious auditorium below ground level. The auditorium is used 
frequently for social events. The people of the parish together with their pastor created their own 
success with God's help. Their unique initiative, vision, cooperative effort and faith reflect a proud 
chapter in the history of Sacred Heart Church.
Msgr. Madura also enriched parish activities for young people with the founding of Sacred Heart 
Crusaders' Jr. Drum and Bugle Corps in 1959. The Crusaders developed into a proud corps over the 
years. Through hard work, pride and confidence they have won over 150 parade competitions. The 
pride and skill of the Corps attracted young parishioners to join it. The growing fame of the Cru-
saders added to the stature of the parish. The Rev. Melvin J. Stanczewski was the first moderator 
of the Crusaders.
Msgr. Martin A. Madura, founding pastor of the second Sacred Heart Church, resigned as pastor 
in September, 1971, because of failing health. He was designated Pastor Emeritus. On August 19, 
1974, Msgr. Madura died and was buried among his parishioners at the parish cemetery.
In September of 1971, following the resignation of Msgr. Madura, Father Joseph M. Krysztofik, a for-
mer assistant at Sacred Heart Parish and former pastor of St. Alphonsus Church, Hopewell, N. J., was 
assigned as Pastor of Sacred Heart Church. This was a stroke of good fortune for Sacred Heart. Father 
"Joe", as he is affectionately known, was an inspired spiritual leader, an excellent administrator and 
a person blessed with good humor and warm feelings toward people. Father Krysztofik had quickly 
undertaken measures to energize programs for youth, church societies and social and cultural events 
in the parish. He encouraged the establishment of St. Jude Council #6573 Knights of Columbus in 
1974. The Summer Festivals and Bingo Parties, which provided both a social and financial benefit 
to the parish, were instituted. Calendar Parties, which provided additional social opportunities, as 
well as financial gain for the parish and Parent Teacher Association, were introduced. Additionally, 
Father Joe sponsored Friendship Parties for the Orchard Lake Schools. This was a work of love and 
charity for the Schools that have produced many of our priests. All of these activities promoted the 
interest of the parish and provided worthwhile social outlets for parishioners and town citizens.
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Additionally, Father Krysztofik had undertaken energetic measures to improve existing church 
properties. Air conditioning was installed in the new church and auditorium. A spacious and most 
attractive library was added to the school facilities. The library was dedicated in the name of the 
late Msgr. Martin A. Madura. The school was further improved by the addition of modern lavatory 
facilities for both boys and girls. New maintenance-free windows were installed in the school and 
other church buildings. New doors added attractiveness and utility to the new church. The rectory 
was refurbished and made more attractive and comfortable. Roads at the cemetery were widened 
and resurfaced. The entrance to the cemetery was enhanced by the construction of a beautiful life 
size double faced granite memorial depicting the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the resurrected Christ, 
a magnificent work of art designed to inspire the hope of resurrection in each of us. The dedication 
of this memorial took place on May 28, 1979.
Father Krysztofik with the help of parishioners worked hard to retire church indebtedness. On January 
2, 1976, a $75,000.00 note on the new church was paid in full. Father Joe in cooperation with his 
parishioners had supervised and administered parish improvements in the amount of $289,673.00 
His dynamic leadership, coupled with the cooperation of his parishioners, resulted in continued, 
orderly and unique parish growth and development.
From the sixty, hearty pioneer families who founded this parish in 1919, the parish has grown to 
seventeen hundred families in 1979 of various ethnic backgrounds. The cost of the first church in 
1919, was $40,000.00. Total assets of the parish in 1944, the 25th anniversary of the parish, were 
$165,000.00. The total physical assets of Sacred Heart Parish in 1979, are $1,929,781.00. More 
importantly, the city of Manville and surrounding areas are enhanced spiritually, culturally and 
environmentally by the presence of this parish. The good works generated by the parish and its 
people are beyond calculation. The old axiom, "what is honored in a community will be cultivated 
here," reflects the spirit of Sacred Heart parishioners.
Over a sixty year period, much has happened to the world as well as our communities. The changes 
have affected everyone to varying degrees. Wars, depression, inflation, moral confusion, energy 
shortages, nuclear threat, environmental abuses, problems of youth, excessive crime, racial unrest, 
are among the samples of problems we face in 1979. In some cases, the changes were so swift 
and varied, that our abilities to cope effectively had become impaired. For us, throughout all of 
this confusion, the one constant has been the love of God. Those who believe in Him are able to 
sustain themselves in harmony. This parish, our church, is our anchor. If we continue to honor God, 
respect and admire the achievements of our pioneer families and model our efforts after theirs, we 
will continue to do well. We pray that our future history will be filled with God's presence and the 
indomitable spirit of our forefathers. Each of us should be visibly proud of our parish, our heritage 
and our great country. In this 60th anniversary celebration in 1979, we rededicate ourselves to the 
continued orderly growth and future development of Sacred Heart Parish.

- Dr. Stanley P. Godleski


