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  Lest we forget.. History of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish.  
  Diamond Jubilee 1898-1973 St. Stanislaus Church,
  Goetzville, MI . CAP at Orchard Lake.

The St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish was founded in 1898 by Father W. Anzelm Młynarczyk. Howev-
er, the Catholic Faith came to this wilderness with its first homesteaders, the Matthew Goetz 
family in 1881. In the early spring of 1885, at the request of Father Yaeger, who was temporarily 
stationed at DeTour, a small log church was erected on the corner of the Philip Huss homestead 
(father of Mrs. Catherine Thompson and Mrs. Anna Benson). A team of an ox and a cow brought 
supplies for the log church from DeTour. It was finished late that same spring. It had a shelf 
for the altar and rough wooden benches served as pews. Services were held, at long intervals, 
by itinerant Missionaries. They came from Sault Ste. Marie by way of St. Mary's River. They 
were Father Antoine Rezek, who later wrote The History of The Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie and 
Marquette, Father Pinton, and Father William Gagnieur, a beloved Jesuit Missionary both to 
the Indians and the homesteaders. George and John Goetz and Lewis Małkowski, were some 
of the first altar boys to serve in the log cabin church. Mary Winling and Samual Stevenson 
were among the first to be married in it in 1897. Victoria Hank, Helen Brenzie, and Clara Wal-
ter, George and Clara Stevenson were some of the children baptized in the log cabin church. 
On some occasions, the Missionaries said Mass in Anthony Goetz's parlor; Anthony played the 
organ and sang along with his wife.

Philip Huss donated land for a cemetery behind the log church. Nicholas Hanson, George Win-
ling, Naomi and George Goetz, Joseph Weiler, a Janareau boy and the babies Anne and John 
Thompson were buried in that cemetery.

Faith, determination, hard work and self sacrifice helped to establish the present St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Church. The parish had its beginning in 1898.

The Rev. W. Anzelm Młynarczyk was pastor of the DeTour parish and Mission of Goetzville from 
July 5, 1896 to September 10, 1898. Father Młynarczyk was ordained July 2, 1891 by Bishop 
Vertin. During his pastorate, he sent letters to individuals in Pennsylvania and New Jersey de-
scribing the beauty and possibilities of the forested land and the abundance of wild game in 
this area. The mines of Pennsylvania were often on strike, thus this area seemed to them like a 
land of plenty. So, to those who indicated an interest, Father Młynarczyk sent more information.
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In 1897 and 1898 several Polish families and few Slovak families left the mines of Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey behind and moved into this promising area to settle among the German, French, 
Irish and a few Polish families who had homesteaded the land between DeTour and Raber before 
1897. Some of the homesteaders sold their land to these new families.

Father Młynarczyk was aware of the fact that of the eighty seven families he served, seventy 
five were Polish. Thus he expressed a desire to build a church on what is the present Milion 
property. As a beginning, he, with little help from others built a small frame building and when 
not in DeTour, lived in it for a year. From there he served Goetzville, Raber and Caribou area. 
This was the birth of the St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish. Previous to this building he stayed with 
the Halcin family while serving the homesteaders.

Father was a notary public and was of great help to the Polish and Slovak settlers in legal mat-
ters and as an interpreter. Father Chambon, S.J. replaced Father W. Anzelm Młynarczyk. Father 
Młynarczyk was reassigned by the bishop to a parish in Ohio. Father Chambon said Mass in the 
little log church, but soon it was too small to accommodate the homesteaders and the new 
Polish and Slovak families. It was decided to build a new church, a quarter of a mile west of the 
log church. For this purpose, Mr. Joseph Goetz Sr., donated one acre of land and one acre for 
the present cemetery. The bodies from the log church cemetery were moved to the present 
cemetery. According to Magdalene Thompson Winston: "my grandmother Magdalene Goetz 
Huss bought the present land of the Goetzville cemetery from her nephew, Joe Goetz, who 
then owned the Brenzie place. She paid him fifty dollars." Joseph Goetz sold the remainder of 
his property to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brenzie of Ohio.

On May 12, 1902, Bishop Eis, accompanied by a priest, visited the area and married Anthony 
Ligienza and Clara Potoczak, a romance which started in Galicia, Poland.

The second church was built by the hard toil, faith and sacrifice of the new settlers and the few 
remaining Catholic homesteaders. The new settlers had encountered much hardship, bigotry 
and exploitation. Madeleine Goetz Lehman writes in the history of her family: "...and the Polish 
people, used to pittance wages in the old country and in the mines, worked "for a song" in my 
father's lumber camps. They spent the money in his store, and he made a goodly profit on the 
goods."

Uneducated themselves, but loving their culture and their religion, they set about building a 
larger church. This handsome, new church was built under the supervision of the young priest, 
Father Bateski, and the parishioners. Father Bateski had been ordained July 19, 1903 and came 
to DeTour to succeed Father Chambon. He cut and hauled many of the logs himself for the 
first St. Stanislaus Kostka Church. Benches were made and the interior was finished little by 
little. Bishop Eis dedicated this church to St. Stanislaus Kostka on May 12, 1905. To the great 
misfortune of the congregation and the pastor who labored to build the house of worship, the 
church burned to the ground between the hours of four and five in the morning. .. November 
3, 1906. This was the result of religious intolerance and bigotry. Mrs. Victoria Hank Schlosser 
remembers the ringing of the bell as it fell from the steeple into the fire. Joseph Pudelko recalls 
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going to see the remains early in the morning and seeing footprints of the cul¬prits.

Father Bateski then rented the Presbyterian Church which was situated a short distance from 
the Goetzville corner.

In less than a year, in the spring of 1907, a new edifice — 40 feet by 90 feet was

commenced on the same spot. The building of the present St. Stanislaus Kostka was again under 
the watchful supervision of Father Bateski.

Once more, parishioners donated lumber, labor and capital to build the second St. Stanislaus K. 
Church. John Hank was in charge of construction with Greg Ziegler, John Ligienza and Batholomew 
Pudelko doing a great deal of the carpenter work because of their experience.

Herman Lehman did the mason work. The altars were shipped in by boat and then assembled by 
the local carpenters. Each parishioner or family purchased chairs for themselves and occupied 
them in church. The Goetzes donated the most money toward the purchase of the 500 pound 
bell, and when it was blessed, they were privileged to stand beside it. The bell was dedicated 
and named Mary, for Mary Weiler Goetz, the wife of Matthew Goetz, the oldest living resident 
in Goetzville in 1907.

October 13, 1907 the second and present St. Stanislaus Kostka Church was dedicated by Bishop 
Eis. Victoria Dumback and John Małkowski were the first to be married in this Church.

From 1904 to 1908, Father Bateski made the trip to Goetzville from DeTour with his white horse 
and yellow-wheeled buggy every other Sunday in the summer time. In winter he traveled with 
horse and cutter. Parishioners delivered hay and oats to the small horse barn in DeTour and in 
Goetzville to feed his horse. Jacob Galarowicz cared for his horse in Goetzville. When Father 
Bateski no longer had his horse, he traveled to Goetzville with the mail stage on Saturday, every 
other weekend. He ate at the Anthony Goetz home and slept at the Brenzie home. He returned 
on Monday to DeTour.

In 1908 Father Bateski bought and drove the area's first automobile. He told this Pastor that it 
was a Ford, and that he had the very first dealership in the Upper Penninsula. At Goetzville July 
4, 1908, Father Bateski and Anthony Goetz with his Studebaker, were scheduled to run a race. 
People came from miles around to view the event. Father's auto won.

In 1909, Bishop Eis sent Father Bateski to Wakefield to rebuild a church. In the mean-time, 
DeTour and Goetzville parishes were served by Missionaries for nine months, coming by boat 
from Sault Ste. Marie.

In 1910 Father Bateski was back to continue his work at Goetzville mission and the DeTour parish.

During the early years, the organists were Mrs. Spaffer, a Raber Postmistress and first organist 
in the church that burned, Lucy Fehner Krol, Mae Mc Donald Goetz, Gladys Goetz Heinz. Among 
the choir members were Gus Fehner, John Zawaski, John Goetz, and Mrs. Benson.
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In 1912 Father Bateski and the parishioners started the 4th of July picnics which have contin-
ued intermittingly to the present date. The first were held in the Goetz's maple grove across 
from the present cemetery. Some of the ladies, Mrs. Ligienza, Winneroski, Hank, Kamon and 
Brenzie cooked their chicken, pies, and vegetables at home and brought them to the partial 
church basement for serving. There were oranges, cracker jacks and homemade ice cream (on 
dishes) sold at the maple grove.

Mrs. August Fehner made the ice cream. She also had an ice cream stand in front of her home 
in Raber. At the grove, various games and races were enjoyed and to the east, a ball game was 
held. There was dancing in the late afternoon and evening on a board platform. L. Małkowski 
was in charge of many dances, Mr. Frank Hank in charge of music and later, Mr. Maciag played 
and George Hoffman was square dance caller, and later on, Frank Brenzie took charge.

In late spring of 1910 a ball of fire with scattered flames (Halley's Comet) was seen streaking 
across the sky from the north to south. A few remaining people who saw it, speak of it as a 
curious, frightening sight. 1913 saw things progressing toward the building of the first St. Sta- 
nislaus rectory. Herman Lehman with parishioners put the foundation and work continued on it.

The United States entered the First World War on Good Friday, April 6, 1917. Many of the young 
people of the Parish were drafted for duty. Some who volunteered were: Joe and John Krol, 
Anthony Galarowic and Tom Frankovich.

In 1914 St. Stanislaus K. had its first part- time resident priest, Father Bateski. He said Mass every 
other Sunday at St. Stanislaus K., Goetzville, alternating with Sacred Heart at DeTour. The winter 
months were spent at the Goetzville rectory and the summer months at the DeTour rectory. In 
the summertime he relaxed occasionally on his boat, The 'Hunter'.

In the spring of 1915 a missionary priest, Father Kepnick, conducted the first Mission at St. Stani-
slaus Kostka. The grace received at the Mission, was a reward for a life of struggle and hardships.

A big white oak cross with the inscription "NA CHWAŁĘ BOSKĄ - 1915" meaning, "to the Glory 
of God" in remembrance of the Mission, was hung on the back wall of the church. The Rosary 
Society was started at this time also. There were two groups with Mrs. John Hank as the leader 
of both groups. Mrs. Jacob Kamon and Mrs. Joseph Ryktarczyk were first subleaders. Soon, 
these ladies desired a statue of Our Lady of the Rosary. Mrs. Stanley Winneroski, with the help 
of Grandma Ligienza, took the initiative to get enough money together to purchase the desired 
statue and place it on the side altar. The Jacob Galarowicz family donated a St. Joseph's statue 
for the other side altar. Kowalczyk's house burned during the Mission. A boy burned in the fire.

By 1915 the church needed some paint and repair. Some men still survive to tell of the work 
done on the roof. John Fehner painted the cross on the steeple.

About 1917 the beautiful stained glass windows replaced the clear glass windows. John Ligienza 
did the delicate work. Father Bateski had catechism classes on Saturday and Sunday after Mass. 
He gave holy picture cards for perfect attendance and for knowing the lessons well. The children 
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were delighted with these tokens. Some of the altar boys were Anthony Galarowic, Vernon 
Goetz, Andy and Joe Brenzie. Once when Vernon Goetz and Andy Brenzie were through with 
their Confirmation class, they went to the church basement and stole the unblessed altar wine. 
Their parents went looking for them and found them in an inebriated state in the church's 
undercroft. During his pastorate, Father Bateski said midnight Mass every other year at St. 
Stanislaus. He had a small log stable for the Infant's crib. Christmas trees were the decorations, 
candles and kerosene lights provided the light. People came in cutters and bobsleds or walked.

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Bateski died in St. Joseph's Hospital, Hancock, Michigan, August 28, 1965, near 
his home town, and was buried in Lake Linden, Michigan. Father Bateski earned the title of 
Monsignor but never lost the affectionate title of "Father B." He retired at age eighty-two after 
spending fifty-six years on the banks of St. Mary's river. In his work as a priest, he spanned 
the gap between the days of the Missionaries of the Mackinac-Chippewa Counties and the 
modern church organization.

In 1922, Goetzville got its permanent resident priest, Father Roman Klafkowski. He had much 
to do establishing it a full-time parish. He was very strict in every sense of the word. He was 
born December 6, 1873 in Poznań, Poland, and ordained July 26, 1904 by a French bishop 
for priestly work in the U. S. He taught reading and writing the Polish language to the older 
children. Miss Victoria Rybiński, his housekeeper, taught the younger children. Catechism was 
taught in the Polish language. A few children who were from English speaking homes, had 
the catechism classes at other times. Failing health caused him to retire in 1924 to Walled 
Lake, Michigan. In his later years, he served St. Aloysius Church in Romulus and assisted other 
priests. He celebrated his Golden Anniversary July 25, 1954. He died at Walled Lake.

By 1920, cars were replacing buggies to church. Among the first ones to drive cars were Dan 
McDonald, Frank Smith, George Król, Lewis Winneroski, Andrew Milion. 1925 was the end of 
the buggy travel to church. Father John Kovalsky succeeded Father Klafkowski. His main am-
bition was to redecorate the interior of the church. Much stenciling and designing was done 
with the help of the young parishioners, but it was never finished. He started a Polish choir 
with Mrs. John Hank as director and Dora Galarowic Pontbriand as organist with members: 
Mrs. Tekla Winneroski, Dora Stevenson, Clara Ligienza, Rose Potoczak, Julia Hank, Roman 
Hank, Nellie Halcin.

Father liked animals and gardening. He raised dogs and birds. Catechism children helped in 
the garden.

He had the big cement posts made for the gates and fenced in the church yard. He had a big 
wooden cross and cement curbing put in the cemetery. At the blessing, a large crowd assem-
bled. Lunch was served at the cemetery.

Hard times of the depression hit and St. Stanislaus Parish could not operate. The parish was 
without a pastor again from late 1926 to August 1929. Few of the people turned for spiritual 
help to Father Bateski at Sacred Heart at DeTour. A new church at DeTour had been completed 
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in 1923 by Father Bateski and his parishioners.

Father Kovalsky died in 1959 and is buried in Cedarville cemetery.

In 1929 Father John Kraker was assigned to St. Stanislaus Kostka parish, with Mission of Holy 
Cross at Cedarville and Our Lady of Snows at Hessel. The Missions were hard to reach because 
of poor road conditions and the distance.

Father Kraker was ordained October 25, 1897 by Bishop Vertin. He liked Goetzville even though 
he had many problems to reactivate the poor parish. His health was failing, too. Harold Goetz 
or Joe Brenzie drove him to the Missions.

Father Kraker held the 4th of July dinners and fall festivals in the Goetz's former store. Julia 
Hank became the organist and continued to the present time, with the exception when she 
moved to Brimley and a few summers, when she worked out of the area. Nellie Halcin sang 
for the weekday Mass in her absence. Mrs. Bernard and Freda Opolka filled in on Sundays as 
the organists.

Miss Belmore, and Mrs. John Thompson spent many evenings repairing and making some 
surplices and laces for church linens to replace the worn ones formerly made by Mary Ligienza 
and other ladies. Again St. Stanislaus parish was saddened by the loss of the large, beautiful 
rectory. To save the church from fire, Frank Brenzie, Joe Soczek and Andy Paquin were on the 
roof to put out any sparks that landed there. Very few items were rescued. 

Father Kraker and Magdalen Halcin taught catechism after Mass. She continued in that capacity 
until the Sisters came to teach in the summer of 1946.

Father Frank Ignatz, ordained June 24, 1920 by Bishop Eis, fourth Bishop of Marquette Diocese, 
was the next pastor. He stayed at the Brenzies until he and the parishioners built a rectory, 
without the benefit of architect or contractor.

The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass of Mr. and Mrs Frank Kamon was celebrated by Father 
Ignatz in May, 1940. 

Father Frank Ignatz began having picnics in the John Galarowicz grove, where it is held each 
fourth of July . . . with few exceptions. On several occasions the music was provided gratis for 
these picnics by Anthony Galarowic and children, Lawrence and Helen. Also by Rudy Stefanski 
and children, Donald and Geraldine and Grandson Terry. John Galarowic, Dora Galarowic and 
Rudy Stefanski also gave of their talents. Socials were held at Kott's Hall.

Father Ignatz died at Bishop Noa Home, January 30, 1970, having retired October 1, 1963.

Father Casimir Adasiewicz followed Father Ignatz and stayed nine months. He and his parishioners 
did much to improve the looks of our cemetery by cleaning off the lilac bushes and leveling the 
ground. At present he is retired and living at Stambaugh, Mich. Father Edward Lulewicz, edu-
cated at Orchard Lake, a Polish Seminary, ordained by Bishop Plagens of Marquette, December 
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1936, replaced Father Adasiewicz. He arrived in June 1941 and left November 1945. His first 
concern was to get acquainted with his parish members, so he made a house to house visit.

He had much debt to pay off which had accumulated during depression days and the build-
ing of the rectory. The inside had only the downstairs completed and had very few pieces of 
furniture. The church roof leaked and plaster was falling. With these problems, he had much 
to do, but he loved the area. He had more work done on the interior of the rectory, installed 
a telephone and electricity, and added a few more pieces of furniture.

He asked the bishop for permission to roof the church and fix the inside walls. The bishop 
insisted on an accumulation of funds because the parish had much debt yet. So Mrs. Mary 
Krzycki and many other ladies of the parish went about collecting donations and working on 
projects. In about two weeks, $2000 was collected and the bishop gave his approval.

Then under John Galarowic's direction, and with some volunteer help, the work was accom-
plished. The church was roofed, chimney replaced, another wood furnace installed, outside of 
church painted and interior of the structure paneled with celotex. Fr. Lulewicz himself, painted 
the steeple cross.

Father acquired second-hand pews from Ironwood and paid for the expense of transporting 
them by selling the chairs for $1.00 each. Volunteer workers painted the pews.

The Second World War was on and special devotions were held for the boys. Sixty-two of the 
boys joined the armed forces. The rectory porch was built. Mrs. Rose Paterek donated for the 
wire fence around the cemetery.

The first double marriage in our church was between: Joseph Soczek and Caroline Kowalczyk; 
Don Simansky and Helen Soczek. Father Paul Prud'homme, S.J., often visited Father in interest 
of the Les Cheneaux area Indians. Father Lulewicz initiated the May Crowning and midnight 
Mass processions. Father was the last pastor to read the Gospel in English and Polish and then 
give sermons and announcements in both languages. Mrs. Catherine Thompson was a faithful 
flower donor for the altars. Mrs. Thompson (Catherine Huss) came to Goetzville in 18 82 and 
was married in 1891. She lived to be 101 years old.

Mrs. Margaret Reed sometimes walked to church from Raber on weekdays, then Father drove 
her home. She lived to be 100 years old. Father Lulewicz passed away October 7, 1957 and 
was laid to rest next to his father in Pittston, Penna.

Father Lulewicz was replaced on November 8, 1945 by Father Walter Franczek, who stayed 
seven years.

Under his leadership the congregation continued to make impressive strides. He completed 
the excavation of the church basement and made it a place for recreation and dinners He 
helped cut timber that was used for the paneling of the basement. He had oil furnaces replace 
the wood and coal ones. He had more work done on the rectory. The hardwood floor of the 
church was sanded and varnished.
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Four Dominican Sisters taught catechism during the summer and the following year the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame came, and have continued to do so ever since. Well remembered are 
Sister Victoria who came for 19 years, Sister Adelma who came for 12 years, along with Sisters 
Annuncia, Bonaventure, Stanislaus, Alferia, and Michelle. Father Walter organized the C.Y.O. 
and had a very active group. The Drummond Dolomite Quarry was beginning operations and 
Father visited it and became acquainted with the much welcomed industry. A Golden Wedding 
Anniversary Mass was said for Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Patrick on October 8, 1951. On May 12, 
1952 a Golden wedding Anniversary Mass was also said for Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ligienza.

At present Father Walter is Pastor at Perkins, Michigan.

In 1952 Father Chester Franczak followed his brother. It seemed to be his lot to bury many of 
the "old-timers". The outside of the rectory was resided and the east steps of the church en-
closed. The new garage was built and the inside of the church painted.

Magdalen and Nellie Halcin began to do the sacristan's work and have continued to the present. 
It had previously been done by the priest and the housekeeper.

Six pair of beautiful marble and gold plated candlesticks were donated by Millons, John Galaro-
wic, Halcins, Gauthiers, Ladies Guild and Stanley Rakoczy.

Complete black vestments for a solemn Mass were donated by the Sam Stevenson family. A 
confessional and cry room were built. A new Christmas Crib purchased, a red rug put in the 
sanctuary and a new organ was purchased with donations in 1958. An impressive dedication 
service was held and enjoyed by many. Father Chester enrolled members in the Sacred Heart 
League. At present Father Chester Franczek is pastor at Bessemer.

June 27, 1962, Father Edward Wenzel came from Ironwood. Father was ordained June 2, 1951 
in Marquette by Bishop Noa. His administration saw the beginning of changes in the liturgy of 
the church changes which were to prove to be some of the most drastic and far reaching in the 
2000 year history of the Roman Catholic Church. Participation in the Mass in the English language 
was readily accepted by the congregation and the transition proved to be easy and successful. 

To comply with VATICAN II. Father E. Wenzel made the necessary changes in the Sanctuary and 
constructed a new altar facing the parishioners. He and John Galarowic acquired better pews 
from Calumet, Mich., and set them up. The carpeting in the sanctuary was completed and in 
the aisles of the church. The Tabernacle was moved to the west side wall of the sanctuary. An 
east exit was put in. with Baily-Newhouse donating a cross-designed window for the door. 

He started a new choir with Miss Dorothy Wenzel and Mrs. Dorothy Fehner as directors of all 
English hymns, with Mrs. Freda Opolka as organist. He began a steering committee which later 
resulted in the Parish Council. The Altar Society was organized. Each May and October, the 
Rosary is said before the Sunday Mass. Father Wenzel and John Galarowic, both carpenters, 
made a Christmas crib from barn lumber.

Catechism classes were held on releasetime from school. 


