
1

  
  Brief History of St. Hedwig's Parish, Manchester, NH  
  Golden Jubilee 1902-1952. 
  CAP at Orchard Lake. 

At the turn of the century, the first Polish immigrants began to settle in Manchester, New Hamp-
shire. Due to the large number of Polish people, Bishop Denis Bradley, D. D., began to search 
for a capable Polish priest. It was in October, 1900, that Father John Puchala arrived to care for 
the spiritual needs of the Polish people. There were about 650 souls in the group, made up of 
Lithuanians, Russians and Poles. During the early days, Mass and Sunday devotions were held 
at St. Joseph's Cathedral in the lower chapel.

The year of 1902, brought the joyous news of the formation of the first Polish parish in the dio- 
cese of Manchester and in the state of New Hampshire. The newly created parish was placed 
under the patronage of St. Hedwige. The First Christian Church on the corner of Merrimack 
and Pine was purchased and remodelled for the new parish of St. Hedwige and Father John 
Puchala became its first pastor. Holy Mass was celebrated in the newly formed parish on the 
first Sunday of August, 1902.

During the pastorate of Father Puchala, a three-floor building was built for a school in 1906. In 
the same year, a home was purchased on Merrimack Street for the Sisters' convent. The Felician 
Sisters have been in charge of St. Casimir's school since 1908.

Bishop George Guertin, D. D., had given permission in 1914 for the purchase of 23 acres of land 
in Bedford, New Hampshire for a parish cemetery.

The early days of the parish, saw the founding of Thaddeus Kosciuszko Club. Likewise St. Joseph's 
Society came into existence. The parish is proud to have societies for all ages in the parish, such 
as the St. Ann's Society, the Rosary Society, the Third Order of St. Francis, Children of Mary and 
the Childhood of Jesus.

Within the last five years, the Alumni Group of St. Casimir's came into existence. And then the 
PTG was organized to acquaint the teachers and the parents of the children who are attending 
St. Casimir's school.

From this brief history, we can see Father John Puchala worked very zealously for the good of 
the Church and the souls that were entrusted to his care. Wonderful progress had been made 
despite the hardships and obstacles.
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The beginning of the year of 1951, was marked by several joyous events. On January 17, 1951, 
Father John B. Puchala was appointed Monsignor by His Holiness Pope Pius XII. This was indeed 
a great honor to be given to Father Puchala. It was on March 4, that Father Puchala with the 
rest of the newly created Monsignori was invested in the robes of Monsignor in St. Joseph's 
Cathedral by Bishop Matthew Brady, D. D. Monsignor Puchala had the privilege of being the 
first Polish Monsignor of Manchester diocese.

Within the last year, Msgr. Puchala, saw the growing need of a new church and hence in Octo-
ber, 1951, a Building Committee was organized to start gathering funds for the new church and 
rectory. To date a good progress has been made by this committee.

During the end of the Holy Season of Lent, Monsignor Puchala was taken ill and was taken to Sa-
cred Heart Hospital. On Palm Sunday in the early part of the evening, Monsignor John B. Puchala 
was called to the Heavenly Kingdom to receive his reward for the work he had accomplished 
during his priestly life. This indeed was a sad event for the entire parish and the Polish people.

On May 16, 1952, the Rev. Frederic R. Kaznocha, pastor of St. Joseph's Church in Claremont 
for sixteen years, was appointed as the second pastor of St. Hedwige's Church in Manchester. 
Within several weeks afterwards, Rev. Alfred A. Daniszewski was assigned as curate of the parish.

In brief, the history of St. Hedwige's church has been given. We have seen that God is really 
guiding the footsteps of this church. The parish has a firm foundation and hence we shall con-
tinue to build and expand. Let us hope and pray that within a comparatively short time the 
desires and dreams of us all will come true by having a new house of God. We feel confident, 
that in calling upon the wisdom and experience of our older parishioners, upon the zeal and 
enthusiasm of the younger and upon the cooperation and generosity of all, working for the 
common goal, a new Church dedicated to St. Hedwige will soon be built.

 POWOŁANIA Z PARAFII ŚW. JADWIGI

Ks. Władysław A. Stasz Wiel. Ks. Jozef Macek
Ks. Subdyakon Stanislaw E. Skora
Frater Stanislaw Chrapek, O. C. S. 0.
Frater Kamillus (Władysław) Janas, O. F. M.

1. Marianna Ziobro Siostra Maria Leokadia ś. p.
2. Łucja Telega Siostra Maria Pafnucja
3. Amelia Augustyn Siostra Maria Bożenna
4. Helena Dudolewicz Siostra Maria Izabella
5. Paulina Sidor Siostra Maria Sulpicja
6. Stefannia Wiśniewska Siostra Maria Leonetta
7. Agata Stefanik Siostra Maria Leonilla
8. Julia Paczosa Siostra Maria Rufina
9. Józefa Rybicka Siostra Maria Ewelina
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10. Maria Świst Siostra Maria Bernadetta
11. Katarzyna Piwowarczyk Siostra Maria Edwina
12. Maria Bachota Siostra Maria Salvatore


