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10. ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, BELMONT297 

Around the year 1890 in the town of Belmont located in the southeastern corner of 

Portage County, several Polish families settled. They came from the nearby town of 

Berlin. Most of them before settling in the state of Wisconsin had already resided in 

the Chicago area.298 Soon there was a small community of Polish immigrants who 

wanted to build a church. The history of the church began with the donation of the 

land for the church as well as land for the future cemetery. This land was donated by 

the John and Martin Heffron Family for a sum of $1.00. This family also donated wood 

for the construction of the church. One of the residents, Andrew Izydor, a carpenter, 

made a wooden altar and also made a few pieces of furniture needed in the 

church.299 The number of Polish families settling in Belmont was not very high with 

only twenty-five to thirty-five families. Records prepared by Rev. Kurzejka who 

commuted from Plover to St. John the Baptist in Belmont (the church was a parish 

mission of St. Patrick in Lanark) show that Mass was celebrated twice a month but 

only on weekdays.300 

In the spring of 1896, the Heffron Family donated an additional five acres of land 

for the church. At the same time, more Polish families were arriving in Belmont. A new 

church was soon built, and on March 25, 1896, the first Mass was celebrated301. 

Inl898, Rev. Michael Klosowski from Fancher arrived at the Parish of St. John the 

Baptist. After that, the acting pastor was Rev. John Pociecha who received 

permission from the bishop of Green Bay to celebrate Mass and permission to 

dedicate a new church. In 1900, although he still commuted, Rev. Franciszek 

Wlaslowski was the first pastor of St. John the Baptist. He arrived in Belmont from 

Lanark.302 He held custody of the parish until 1904.303 In 1901, a newly ordained 

priest Rev. Michal Kolosowski also came to Lanark to help Rev. Wlaslowski. The 

successor of Rev. Wlaslowski in the parish was Rev. Pociecha who in 1903 built a 

magnificent rectory. By this time in order to celebrate Mass, a priest came to the 

church in Belmont every other Sunday. His arrival was dependent on good weather 

conditions. 



The first permanent resident pastor who lived at the Parish of St. John the Baptist 

was Rev. Franciszek Pruss. In December 1905, Rev. R. Margot who was quite elderly 

lived at the parish.304 Rev. Pruss received a challenge from the bishop to build a new 

church designed to be very solid. After talks with parishioners, Reverend Pruss 

decided to start the construction. In 1906, the cornerstone was laid. In the same year, 

there was another change in the position of pastor with the assignment of Rev. 

Warzynski. To pay for the church construction, a bank loan of $4,500 was obtained. It 

was assumed that each family would make an annual offering of $10 for this purpose. 

During a parish meeting in 1908, the decision was made that the old altar from the 

former church would be donated to the church in Custer. 

In June 1908, the new church was dedicated. A special collection was taken for 

the diocesan bishop who amounted to $51.82. In 1909, a new parish priest Rev. 

Victor Zareczny was assigned to St. John. The church was painted in 1917, and in the 

old church, a new floor was laid and the roof tiled. Pavement was placed around the 

parsonage as well as the old and new churches. An interesting occurrence was the 

regular collection of money during the Mass for the victims of World War I in 

Poland.305 

In 1922, another room was added to the rectory, and the church basement was 

finished. The following year, the parish debt was retired. The church was closed in 

I960. 


