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  History od St. Casimir Parish
  Golden Jubilee 1890-1940 of St. Casimir Parish, 
  Hammond, IN.   CAP at Orchard Lake. 

POOR but hopeful immigrants from Poland — comprising only a small group — found enough 
for which to be thankful here a half century ago to overlook Hammond's north side being merely 
swamp, with water standing everywhere, so long as it was their privilege in the land of opportunity 
to have a church for their own form of worship.

These Europeans banded together, with little more to their credit than a strong bond of faith!

Yet it was this trust which brought about the establishment of the mother church of the 10 present 
Polish Catholic parishes in the Calumet region.

And the Golden Jubilee of this great event will soon be celebrated in the Hammond parish, where 
St. Casimir's church is situated on the site of the original two-story frame structure, 80x46 feet, 
which served about 50 families as a combination school-house for their youngsters, living rooms 
for their pastor, and a small church in which they held regular religious services.

St. Casimir's church, with its adjoining rectory, a splendid new parochial school building and the 
50-year-old church-school (still in use) occupy the south half of a block bounded by Cameron street 
on the west; Johnson on the east; 143rd on the north and Huehn street on the south. The appear-
ance of this city square today is scarcely reminiscent of the swampy north side of 1890, for modern 
buildings appear everywhere.

Most impressive of anything in the vicinity, however, is the elegant St. Casimir church, erected in 
1925 at a cost of $150,000, where Bishop John F. Noll, head of the Fort Wayne diocese, will read a 
Mass on Sunday morning, May 19, when the Jubilee celebration is observed.

For two weeks preceding that date, however, or commencing on Sunday, May 5, the Jubilee mis-
sion will be preached by two Franciscan Fathers of Hartland, Wis., according to the resident priest, 
Father John Biernacki, who is in charge of elaborate preparations for the event. Spiritual revivals 
in the mission are usually held every six or seven years, with this one arranged as a feature of the 
Jubilee program.

Most of the 700 families in the parish, the majority of whom reside on the north side and number 
approximately 3,300 individuals, are expected to be represented at a banquet to be held in the parish 
hall on the evening of May 19. At its conclusion, there will be a dancing party for the young people, 
while the older folks exchange reminiscences of the half century of progress in their community.
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The religion of St. Casimir's church is Roman Catholic, but the congregation has always been Polish. 
This is also true of the churches in the other Calumet region parishes which include St. Stanislaus 
and St. Joseph in East Chicago; St. John Kanty in Indiana Harbor; St. Adalbert in Whiting; St. Andrew 
in Calumet City; St. Mary in East Hammond; St. Florian in Hegewisch, and St. Hedwig, Sacred Heart 
and the Holy Family churches in Gary.

At the time the original group of about 50 families established the North Hammond church a half 
century ago, the parish here included all of those communities with the exception, of course, of 
Gary, which had not been founded as a town.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding rightfully should be celebrated on November 30, but the 
date of the fete has been advanced by church authorities for a summertime activity. That was the 
day in 1890 when the early settlers gathered at the home of August Moldrawski to form a church 
organization.

Previous to 1890, according to the oldest members of the congregation, including Frank Konszczynski, 
Victor Lewandowski, Max Pokorski, and Dominic Szarkowski, all of Hammond, and Andrew Novak 
and J. Mikołajczak, of Calumet City, the first Polish Catholic families scattered throughout the Cal-
umet region, attended St. Joseph church on Russell Street.

Their recollections reveal that the first Polish priest to visit these Poles in the Calumet district was 
the venerable patriarch Father Urban Raszkiewicz of St. Mary's parish at Otis, Indiana.

They have said that he faithfully attended the meetings of the parish and took a lively interest in 
its welfare.

At intervals, the newly ordained Father Emmanuel Wrobel, then assistant to the Rev. John Bleck-
mann of St. Mary's church in Michigan City, attended to the spiritual wants of the Poles, who then 
were meeting in St. Joseph's church.

When the Poles held their first meeting they recorded a motion that their church should be placed 
under the patronage of St. Michael, the Archangel.

Never in the subsequent historical records has an entry been found changing the name to St. Casi-
mir's church. There is a possibility, however, according to church leaders, that this change occurred 
during the following year or two, between 1890 and 1896, at the time when the first resident pastor 
was Father Casimir Kobylinski. That the church was given a name in honor of his splendid work, 
has always seemed plausible to members of the parish. Father Kobylinski died in Poland in 1920.

At that first home meeting, these officers were chosen for the congregation: August Moldrawski, 
president; Martin Skonieczny, vice-president; Stanley Krawczyk, recording secretary; John Mendli-
kowski, financial secretary; and Anthony Furman, treasurer.

Others on committees, and whose families are remembered although stuttered throughout the 
Calumet district now, included: Joseph Splitt, Felix Janicki, Carl Jerczyk and George Dubczak.

The little group decided upon the early construction of their own church building and made sub-
stantial donations to start a fund for that purpose. They named as building fund collectors Joseph 
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Stanglewicz, Louis Mankowski, Casimir Wozniak, Valentine Lewandowski and Valentine Jaranowski.

As time went on, the officers and their coworkers obtained from the late Thomas Hammond eight 
lots at the corner of Cameron and Huehn Streets. In the next few months they saw the erec¬tion 
of a $6,000 frame two-story structure in whose first floor, school rooms were established together 
with living rooms for the pastor, and whose second floor was used for church purposes.

When the first resident pastor came to Hammond, Father Kobylinski found a primitive settlement in 
the swamp. His congregation numbered about 50 families, 16 of whom resided on the north side. 
During his six-year administration, he saw the congregation steadily grow, and when he departed 
during the summer of 1897 for St. Paul, to accept a church there, he bid adieu to 520 individuals 
representing 125 families, who came from Hegewisch, East Chicago, Whiting and Hammond to 
attend his final services.

He also had seen the parochial school attendance increasing annually, and when he left Hammond 
there were 77 pupils being taught by two lay teachers.

Today, it is interesting to note in comparison, St. Casimir's school has an enrollment of approximately 
500 boys and girls, who are taught the subjects of the first to the eighth grades by a group of nuns 
representing the order of Sisters of Saint Francis of Perpetual Adoration, whose headquarters are 
in LaFayette, Ind. The superior is Sister Mary Dionora.

Her assistants include: Sisters M. Thaddea, M. Cassiana, M. Palladia, M. Regina, M. Martha, M. 
Victoriana, M. Theodorita, M. Feliciana, M. Lambertilla, M. Libosa, M. Alreda, M. Bonosia and M. 
Florentina. Sister M. Rosalinda is housekeeper.

Father Biernacki, as head of the church, is the school principal. His assistant is Father J. Leśniak.

The school and church custodian is Luke Krystyniak. He has been identified with this work the past 
16 years.

An active school worker who is still remembered by many for her 25 years of service is the late Sister 
superior, M. Loretta. She died suddenly while making a trip to her home in Columbus, Nebr., in 1933.

Father Biernacki was born in Poland on March 25, 1894, and came to Hammond on Sept. 15, 1932.

The assistant pastor, Father Leśniak, was born in East Chicago on March 12, 1904, and has been 
with the north side church since 1932. He was educated at St. Bonaventure College in Sturtevant, 
Wisconsin, and also attended the seminaries in Orchard Lake, Mich, and Cincinnati, Ohio.

Other assistant priests since 1912 have included Rev. Ignatius Gapczynski, Rev. J. Hosinski, Rev. 
Theophil Chemma (deceased), Rev. Michael Gadacz, Rev. Julian Doktor, Rev. Michael Urbański, Rev. 
Anthony Nadolny, Rev. Louis Bozyk, Rev. Louis Ratajczak and Rev. Stanley Cak.

There are about 30 societies, clubs and social organizations affiliated with the church. These include 
the Young Ladies' Sodality with about 200 members, of which Miss Martha Mroz is president; the 
Ushers' club, 3 5 members, with Joseph Kijowski, as president; the ladies' Rosary Sodality, 60 mem-
bers, with Mrs. M. Pietrzycka as president; St. Rita club, 3 5 members, with Mrs. Mary Jonkier as 
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president; St. Casimir Social club, 50 members, with Joseph Wisniewski as president, and others.

The oldest society in the parish is affiliated with the Polish National Alliance. It is the Gmina Polska 
society which was founded in 1887, and has several hundred members.

From the time of the first Polish families, the Polish colony on the north side grew very slowly. In 
1901 a crisis occurred in the parish when the Hammond Packing Company was absorbed by Chicago 
packing firms and closed its local plant.

The older Polish residents have estimated that nearly three-fifths of the parishioners moved away, 
many following the packing industry jobs with which they were most familiar and getting work in 
Chicago. Even those who owned homes boarded up the windows and doors, forsaking them for 
employment opportunities elsewhere. This incident worked a tremendous hardship on the church 
but, as time went on, the situation corrected itself.

The second pastor was Father Peter Kahellek who served here between 1897 and 1909. He died at 
Milwaukee in 1932 and was buried at So. Bend. His successor was Father John Kasprzykowski, here 
from March 1909 to August 1911. He is now located in Wisconsin.

The fourth pastor was Father Seroczynski, who remained in Hammond until 1927. He is now a 
monsignor, having been elevated by the Pope to this dignity about a year ago. He built the present 
church and rectory. His present charge is at North Judson. 

The fifth pastor, Father John Hosinski, was here until 1932. He built the present school and hall. His 
home is now in San Pierre, Ind.

During the incumbency of Father Kahellek, a pipe organ was purchased for the church. An additional 
lot was also purchased, and a two-story rectory was constructed at a cost of $3,000.

In 1920, a new parish house was built at a cost of $21,000, and the construction of the splendid 
new church was a project undertaken in 1923. Six years later, in 1929, the present fine school was 
built at a cost of $75,000. In 1922 a home for the Sisters, which was originally the first rectory, and 
built in 1892 at a cost of $2,900, was moved a short distance on the church grounds and enlarged. 
About $10,000 was spent in this improvement.

The parish owns the entire block in which it is located, with the exception of 10 lots. There are 
several homes in the block.

The edifice, in which the Golden Jubilee celebration will be held, is architecturally elegant with its 
Gothic-type construction. It seats 700 and is of dark Crawfordsville brick with Bedford stone trimmings. 
It has a clock and bell tower which rise to a height of 132 feet and is of solid masonry to the cross.

Phill LaMar Anderson


