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 FOREWORD

Fifty years have elapsed since this parish was founded, and we ask, what has happened during 
this time! Those golden years have gone by, like the clouds that swing in the blue horizon, and 
then disappear with the wandering wind.

Pictures, like movies, pass thru our minds, bringing memories of people, places, happenings, 
days that were filled with heartaches and tears, happy days that like flowers in bloom, emitting 
aroma, erased our worries and cares. Great granddads, mothers and fathers, have passed into 
the great beyond, leaving their progeny, the only witnesses to corroborate the history of the 
founding of St. Adalbert B & M Parish here in Whiting, Indiana.

There remain very few original members living among us today who can substantiate phases 
of this history; therefore, we turn to parish records, to families of these pioneers, for factual 
and detailed information and accounts, so necessary to formulate this memoir of the founding 
of St. Adalbert's parish from 1902 to this day 1953. We graciously thank them for their kind 
cooperation and helping hand that they so gladly offered.

                                 ______________________________

Among the sands and swamps on the shores of Lake Michigan, began to appear the first signs 
of industrial life about 1887. Oil refineries, steel empires and many factories were added with 
the development of this region.

Workers were needed, and so immigrants were coming from all parts of the world to our beloved 
America. Amongst them were some of Polish extraction, and their choice of settlement was this 
great undeveloped metropolis in the Chicago region. Mention is made of the progress, to illus-
trate the settling and development of the first Polish Pioneers in this region of Whiting, Indiana.

Approximately, between 1890 and 1900, it became evident that in this little settlement known 
as Whiting, Indiana, there were a number of Polish families (about 35 to be exact) that yearned 
for a catholic parish of their own. 
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It was necessary for these pioneers and their families to travel afoot or cart in order to attend 
mass in neighboring towns of Hammond, East Chicago, and South Chicago, IL. Therefore, they 
decided to take action, and formulated a church committee from among them.

The selected committee members were the following people, whose names are treasured 
memories of this parish. Konstanty Frankowski, Francis Libert, John Kosior, John Stanisz, John 
Buczkowski, Martin Drazek, Ignatius Guzek, Kasper Kaziak, Joseph Prus, and Julius Szudzinski.

In 1900, this committee approached Rev. Bishop Radchmer, and presented their appeal to build 
a church in this region. The Rev. Bishop, after careful consideration, agreed with their wish and 
requested Rev. Kahellek, pastor of St. Casimir's Parish of Hammond, Indiana to direct and guide 
this committee with their church building plans.

A lot of ground was purchased for the sum of $2,000, and they proceeded to build a frame 
building at a cost of $3,200. This church building was blessed by Rev. Bishop Radchmer in the 
early spring of 1902, and was given the name of St. Peter, soon after, changed to St. Adalbert's. 
Father Kahellek administered this parish until April of 1902.

The Rev. Bishop then assigned Father Peter Budnik as the first permanent pastor of St. Adalbrt's 
parish in Whiting, Indiana. Father Budnik, resided in the rectory of St. John the Baptist Parish 
where Father Benedict Rajcany was pastor, until a rectory was built a short time later in this 
parish at a cost of $1,600. It is proper to mention that Mr. John Skowronski, assisted by Mr. 
Bogulski, built the alter and the grail for the church, donated by Frankowski family, this by the 
way, in Mr. Frankowski hall during evenings. A bell was purchased, which was blessed by Father 
Urban Raczkiewicz, pastor of a Polish parish in Otis, Indiana, and this bell was christened John. 
Much credit is given for the effort and purchase of this bell to John Kosior. It is of significance 
to note that the first men teachers in this parish were Jan Straus and Francis Rybarczyk.

In 1904 a building was erected for the sum of $1,400 to house Sisters of the Franciscan order, 
school teachers in our parish.

It can readily be seen, the fruit of the untiring efforts and foresight of these men who served 
this parish and built a foundation for the future generation. Soon after, Father Budnik built a 
brick building at a cost of $7,000, the first part of our present school building that is in use today. 
Father Budnik served our parish till the 8th day of June, 1907.

The second pastor of St. Adalbert's parish was Father Felix Seroczynski. He served till the 1st of 
September, 1911. During his time Father Seroczynski built a new rectory. This in 1911, some-
time later (after his departure) this building burnt down. He also purchased a plot of ground 
at the corner of 121st and Indianapolis Blvd. for the sum of $1,000 and some two years later 
purchased more land adjoining the church property. Acquisition of this property was a signifi-
cant accomplishment and played a big part in future expansion and development of this parish.

The third pastor was Father Julian Skrzypinski. His pastorate began on the 2nd day of September, 
1911 to February 1922.
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Under his management a belfry was built, received as a gift of Mr. Beaumont Parks, then Man-
ager of the Whiting Plant of the Standard Oil Company. This thru the personal efforts of Father 
Skrzypinski. Following this, he built a new parish convent for the Sisters of Nazareth at a cost of 
$14,000. Later he built a modern addition with a central heating system to our present school 
for the sum of $42,000, also a new rectory for $18,000.

The rapid growth and progress of this young parish was recognized and appreciated by the 
congregation and brought praise and respect to this sound thinking pastor from all concerned.

The fourth Pastor, of this parish, was Father Joseph Zielinski. His stay in this parish was rela-
tively short, nevertheless he accomplished much. He paid off all of the debts of the parish; in 
addition, he left $1,000 in the parish treasury. His leaving was felt by all, since he was a man of 
great personality and ability.

On the 22nd day of September, Rev. Bishop John F. Noll assigned Father John Chylewski as pas-
tor. After a short acquaintance with the condition and structure of this parish, he commenced 
to proceed with further developing of the parish by purchasing a lot of additional ground just 
south of the church property where a beautiful Auditorium was built for the sum of $36,000. 
This project was sorely needed to take care of the needs and various functions of the many 
church, choral, and fraternal societies. It also helped the development of the youth movement 
in our parish that Father Chylewski was so interested in. This building was built with good timing 
for it coincided with the parish Silver Jubilee that was celebrated in that fine Auditorium on 
December 11th, 1927.

As the years rolled by and the parish grew, Father Chylewski's health was impaired, and he was 
relieved of the pastor ship by Most Rev. Bishop John F. Noll, who on the 15th day of March, 
1950 assigned Father Walter Pawlicki, then pastor of All Saints parish at San Pierre, Indiana to 
be the pastor of Saint Adalbert's Parish. Upon his arrival he consulted with the present parish 
trustees, namely, Barney Lopacki, Leo Paryl and Eugene Burkat, and after about a year of adjust-
ments, Father Pawlicki proceeded to realize the long time parishioners dream— new church, 
by issuing bids for construction of same. The contract was then let to Fred C. Rowley & Sons 
Inc., of Hammond at the cost of about $350,000.00 for a structure of Romanesque design with 
a single unit heating system of church and school, for which the ground was broken on Sunday, 
July 15th, 1951. The designing architect was Mr. Kenneth R. Vaughn, and the parish building 
committee consisted of Messrs. John Justak, Peter Bastasic, Walter Hoyda, Valentine Rybicki 
and Joseph Pokraka.

The cornerstone of this beautiful brick and stone church of Saint Adalbert was laid on Sunday, 
April 20th at 3:00 P.M. with Most Rev. Leo A. Pursley, D.D. Auxiliary to Most Rev. John F. Noll 
present Ordinary of Fort Wayne Diocese officiating, assisted by local Reverend Monsignori, 
Clergy and many public officials, organizations and guests participating.

We insert at this time the biography of Father Walter S. Pawlicki. He was born on June 25th, 
1904, son of James and Agnes Pawlicki. Completing grammar studies at St. Michael the Arch-
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angel he enrolled at the St. Stanislaus Kostka College. After one year of post-graduate work at 
DePaul University, he entered the Polish Seminary at Orchard Lake, Michigan for two years of 
philosophy, thence completing his theological studies at Mt. St. Mary Seminary of the West in 
Norwood, Ohio.

He was ordained by Bishop John Francis Noll, on May 21st 1932, and celebrated his first mass 
on May 22nd, 1932, in St. Michael the Archangel church in South Chicago. Then on June 2nd 
of the same year, he was given his first assignment as an assistant to Father Michael Petzold, 
pastor of St. John Cantius parish in Indiana Harbor. On July 8th, 1938, he was transferred to St. 
Adalbert B. M. parish in Whiting, Indiana, remaining as such until February 27th, 1946 when 
he assumed the pastorate of All Saints parish in San Pierre, Indiana, thence returning to St. 
Adalbert parish as a pastor on March 16th, 1950. We add that Father Pawlicki while being an 
assistant at St. Adalbert Parish, on January 13th, 1942 had organized the Holy Name Society. 
That became very helpful in the affairs of this parish.

The Assistant-pastors at St. Adalbert were: Father Andrew Miklaszewski, Father John Mard, 
Father Julian Doktor, Father Michael Urbanski, Father Wenceslaus Karp, Father Walter Krause, 
Father Stanley Gawronski, Father Walter Pawlicki, Father Louis Jeziorski, and now Father Henry 
Krysinski.

This parish is very proud, in its contribution towards the religious orders for we present for 
your remembrance the following individuals, sons and daughters of our parishioners who have 
dedicated their lives for the love of God.

First the ordained priests: Father Michael Petzold, Father Francis Libert, Father Cyprian Gmerek, 
O.F.M., Father John J. Jakubielski.

Also at present, receiving thelogical studies are Theodore Plawecki, Stanley Dominik. In prepa-
ratory Seminary are John Murzyn and Francis Mitan.

The following individuals who became nuns are: 
S.M. Sydonia, - Ann Rostkowski, 
S.M. Romilda - Stella Wieczorek, 
S.M. Stanislaus – Sophie Murzyn, 
S.M. Bogna - Helen Krzyston, 
S.M. Karmelina - Mary Dudzik, 
S.M. Boguslawa – Ann Rokosz, 
S.M. Miriam - Helen Rokosz, 
S.M. Immaculata - Marcella Mach, 
S.M. Concordia – Sophia Dybel, 
S.M. Lilliana - Mary Murzyn, 
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S.M. Domicylla - Rose Galuszka.

At the outbreak of World War II, Saint Adalbert parish heeding its motto—God and Country—
contributed many of its young manhood of whom 16 paid the supreme sacrifice.

St. Adalbert's parish at present consists of 380 families. The school enrollment in our Grammar 
School consisting of 8 grades is 260.

This history was compiled on this day of March 1st, 1953.

STANLEY SHEBISH, historian
JOAN STANISZ, typist


