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  Brief History of St. Stanislaus Parish Warsaw, ND.
  Diamond Jubilee 1900-1975 St. Stanislaus Church, Warsaw,
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	 Story	of	Fortitude	and	Courage

The history of the Red River Valley of the North is the story of courageous men and valiant women 
who left friendly homes and friendly people to settle on what was then a bleak trackless desolate 
prairie. That was approximately one hundred years ago. The story of these intrepid and stalwart 
pioneers has been written, recounted, and dramatized by competent authorities. This booklet is 
not intended to be another history of the pioneers of the Red River Valley, rather it is to be a brief 
sketch of the Catholic Church from the time the first settlers came here to the present day,

The first settlers came to this community in the year 1873, sixteen years before North Dakota was 
admitted to the Union, Some of these early settlers came from Perham and Winona, Minnesota; 
some came from Pine Creek and other towns in Wisconsin; but the vast majority came from Poland. 
Many of the Polish families from Minnesota and Wisconsin came here by wagon. They crossed the 
Red River at Fargo and moved up thirty miles north of Grand Forks where they homesteaded on 
what was then a wilderness, and called it Pulaski in memory of the great Polish patriot, and hero 
of the American Revolution, Count Casimer Pulaski, son of a nobleman, born in Poland in 1748, 
was a soldier from his youth and was expelled from Poland for participating in rebellion. He came 
to America in 1777 and took up the cause of the American Revolution, George Washington recom-
mended to the Continental Congress that he be placed In command of all the cavalry regiments. 
He distinguished himself fighting for the cause of American freedom against the then mighty British 
Empire, in battles at Brandywine and Germantown, Pennsylvania and at Charleston, South Carolina 
and Savannoh, Georgia, He died of wounds received in battle the 11th of October, 1779. The peo-
ple of Savannah, in gratitude to Pulaski, erected a monument in his honor. The name Pulaski given 
to this community was later changed to Warsaw. The nearest place for the people of the Warsaw 
community to get their food and other staples was In Grand Forks, and some people made that long 
distance of thirty miles on foot. Later, a small place called Acton was established on the Red River 
from which people could purchase food and other necessities, and ship their produce by vessel to 
Grand Forks and other places.

 Pioniers	In	The	Warsaw	Community

According to a book published by the Polish National Alliance in 1955 and from other sources we 
learn the names of some of the first settlers in this community. The first three men to come here 
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from Poland were Julius Riskey, Thomas Wirkus and Frank Nartock. Soon after that came families 
with names such as Kasznera (he was a schoolteacher], Szarkowski, Danielski, Warczak, Kiedrowski, 
Rudnik, Moga, Narlock, Wyscockl, Rogalla, Gerszewski, Jamrowskl, Pella, Grzadzieleski, Maszk, Slo-
minski, Landowski, Byzewski, Rodzinsky, Stoltman, Gornowicz, Stanislowski, Gudajtes, Ebertowski, 
Duray, Grabanskl, Schuster, Feltman, Perkerewicz, Kowalskl, and many, many others.

Two sons of pioneers are at the present time the oldest living members of this parish. One is Joseph 
Riskey, son of Julius Riskey and Rose Skibor, The records show that he was born on the 27th of Feb-
ruary, 1883 and was baptized on the 4th of March, 1883 by Father John Considine. He was married 
to Anastasia Stanislowskl on the 22nd of July, 1908. The marriage was blessed with six children.

The other oldest member of this parish Is August Byzewski, son of August Byzewski and Julia Byze-
wski. August was born on the 12th of March, 1883 (13 days after Joseph Riskey). He was bap¬tized 
on the 1st of April, 1883 by Father John Considine. He was married to Rosalia Duray on the 21st 
of November, 1910. The marriage was blessed with seven children. We hope and pray that Joseph 
and August will enjoy life for many, many more years to come.

The 11th of October, 1779, The people of Savannah, in gratitude to Pulaski, erected a monument 
in his honor. The name Pulaski given to this community was later changed to Warsaw. The nearest 
place for the people of the Warsaw community to get their food and other staples was in Grand 
Forks, and some people made that long distance of thirty miles on foot. Later, a small place called 
Acton was established on the Red River from which people could purchase food and other necessi-
ties, and ship their produce by vessel to Grand Forks and other places. Since this was written Joseph 
Riskey passed on to his eternal reward.

 The	Church	and	the	Early	Settlers

From the days of the Apostles, the Catholic Church has always been a pioneer from the earliest days 
her priests and missionaries have gone to the bamboo huts of Africa, the rice fields of China and to 
the igloos of the frozen northland to bring the love and the teachings of Christ to their fellowman. 
It was only natural then that they should come and minister to the spiritual needs of the pioneers 
of the Red River Valley. According to a Polish National Alliance brochure, Father Grynole and Father 
Flanagan and some ether priests visited the Warsaw community from time to time between 1878 
and 1880. During these visits they offered the holy sacrifice of the Mass, heard confessions, distrib-
uted the Bread of Life and performed other spiritual and corporal works of mercy. Unfortunately 
we have no church records to verify the above facts. The first Mass was said in the locality in 1878 
in the Paul Pella farm home located near the present Warsaw community hall. Later on, Mass was 
said in the Peter Kiedrowski farm home located one and one half miles north of Warsaw. That farm 
is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Ted Gerszewski. Mass continued to be said in these and other farm 
homes in the locality until a small church was erected in 1884 at a cost of $2,500.00. This church 
was later used for a hall and was finally destroyed by fire.

Before the church was built the people did not know for sure when the priest would visit them or 
when or where Mass would be said. When word was received that a priest was in the locality, the 
time and place where Mass would be said spread like wild fire and for many miles around the people 
gathered there in great numbers. Poor roads or trails, stormy weather, long distances and antiquated 
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means of transportation did not deter these intrepid and stalwarth pioneers from making a great 
sacrifice in order that they might be present at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

 The	Priest	Who	Built	St,	Stanislaus	Church,	Warsaw,	N.	D.

Father Frank Gawlowicz, the priest who built St. Stanislaus Church here In Warsaw, was born near 
Krakow, Poland on September the 4th, 1854. His early studies were made in his native Poland. His 
theological studies were made in Rome. He came to North Dakota directly from Rome and it seems 
that Archbishop Ireland was instrumental In having him come to America.

On the way to North Dakota, Father Gawlowicz stopped off at St. John's University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, where he was offered a job teaching Latin, but he declined saying he preferred pastoral 
work and the wide open spaces.

He came to Warsaw in 1896 and was vitally interested not only in the spiritual welfare of his people 
but also in teaching the young people athletics, band music, and marching.

While in Warsaw Father Gawlowicz saw on the prairies of North Dakota the possibilities of a splen-
did future, and so decided to build a church that his people would be proud of, and that would be 
an inspiration to them. By the year 1900 he had hired an architect and had a complete set of plans 
drawn up. Work on the new church was begun in 1900 and was completed in 1901. Father did not 
enjoy his new church for very many years as he had a stroke and died in 1905. He is buried in our 
cemetery.

Father Gawlowicz must have been a man of great foresight and vision to build such a magnificent 
church as St. Stanislaus on the prairies of North Dakota seventy five years ago. I am sure he was 
inspired to do this work from seeing the beautiful churches in Rome and in his own native land. St. 
Stanislaus stands today as a monument, a lasting memorial to his memory.

Father Gawlowicz seems to have been a scholarly man. He was not only offered a job teaching at 
St. John's University, Minn., but he also has written some books. One of his books was written while 
he was pastor of Warsaw. It was written in 1898 and in the Polish language. It has the imprimatur of 
Bishop John Shanley of the Fargo diocese. The name of the book is "True Religion" and can be seen 
at the parish rectory where it will remain until a suitable place is made for it and other memorabilia 
of Father Gawlowicz in the church auditorium.

As more and more Polish people arrived in the Red River Valley of the North, the need for a newer 
and larger church became necessary. In 1900, the Warsaw community, under the direction of its 
pastor, Father Gawlowicz, began construction of the new church. The church is Gothic In architec-
ture and was named after Saint Stanislaus, a Polish bishop and martyr, who like John the Baptist of 
Old, had the courage and daring to reprimand his King Bosleslow the Second for leading a reckless 
and dissolute life. The King became angry and ordered 1wo of his soldiers to kill the Bishop Put 
they refused. The King then took matters into his own hand and murdered the Bishop as he was 
saying Mass at the altar.

The architect for the new church was J. W, Ross of Grand Forks and the contractor was one Mr. 
Valentine who represented a twin city firm. Some of the brick used in the church came from Minto, 
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but most of it came from Grand Forks. It was shipped by rail to Minto from where it was taken by 
horse cart to Warsaw. The church seats approximately 1100 people and cost fifty thousand dollars 
to build. It was completely free of debt at its dedication. Bishop John Shanley assisted by over fifty 
priests dedicated the church on the 9th of July, 1901. When the Bishop arrived by train at Minto, 
he was met by the Warsaw and Veseleyville bands and by an honorary guard known as the Pulaski 
guards dressed in full regalia and mounted on horseback. They escorted the Bishop to Warsaw, a 
distance of five miles, where nearly four thousand people had gathered for the dedication cere-
monies. A few years later the church was decorated and the paintings, the murals and the stencil 
work are the same today as when originally done. The parishioners donated the beautiful stained 
glass windows and Stations of the Cross, and in 1925 a Kilgan pipe organ costing $3,500.00 was 
installed. In 1974 a contract was left to the DeNardo Decorating Studios of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
to have the church re-decorated at a cost of $18,000.00. As this work was most satisfactory, the 
parishioners decided to have the vestibule, the statues, the stations of the cross and the pews all 
repaired, re-painted, and re-finished. This extra work cost six thousand dollars more. I wish to express 
my sincere thanks to the people of this parish and to some not of this parish, for contributing so 
unselfishly, so wholeheartedly and so generously to the redecoration of this church. It is indicative 
of your strong faith and love of our Eucharistic Lord who lives night and day in your midst in the 
tabernacle on our altar. With the Psalmist you too can say, "I have loved the beauty of your house 
oh Lord and the place where your glory dwelled."

In 1972 Peter Kosmatka donated the carpeting on the church steps which makes it so much easier 
for older people to climb the steps during the winter months. He also donated the loud speaking 
system in the church.

The parish rectory was built in 1892 and is at the present time one of the fine rectories of the dio-
cese of Fargo, It was extensively repaired during the Pastorate of Monsignor Lekavy.

 Chronology of Priests St. Stanislaus Church Warsaw, North Dakota

FATHERS:

John Considine  1880-1883
Alex Michnowski 1883-1885
Peter Flanagan  1885-1885
John Considine  1885-1886
D. H. Kolasinski 1886-1888
Stanley Tororski  1889-1890
Matthew Grochowski  1891-1893
Roman Wawrzykowski  1893-1896
Frank Gawlowicz 1896-1905
Bolislow Waldowski  1905-1908
Patrick McGillicudy 1908-1908
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W. St. Majer  1908-1910
Theodore Kupka 1910-1926
Msgr. John Muluski  1926-1959
Msgr. Petr Lekavy  1959-1971
Michael McNamee  


