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http://www.sh-ss.org/history.php 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church,  

629 3rd St Minto, ND 58261 Stany Zjednoczone 

 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Minto, ND 

As early as the 1870s, the faith and spirit of settlers stemmed from the religious life of the Old World, 

and the devout worshipers pursued Catholic community life. After several years of traveling to Warsaw 

for Mass, the Polish Catholics wanted to establish their own church in Minto. 

On April 28, 1903, the Polish Catholics acquired an old Baptist church in Minto. Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church was founded in 1905. By 1912, the structure was far too small for the congregation, so a noble 

brick building was erected in the Byzantine style. 
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A few years after construction, the church was gutted by a fire that started in the tower. A few items 

were removed undamaged including the pews that remain almost one hundred years later. Rebuilding 

commenced immediately, and the same church has stood since 1916. 

In 1941, Sacred Heart parishioners were active in several societies called the Holy Rosary, the Holy Name 

Society, the Order of St. Francis, as well as two choirs. 

In 1956, the parishioners of Sacred Heart church celebrated the diamond jubilee of their Catholic 

community. It was a day of triumph for Sacred Heart parish, many of whose founders were among those 

who braved the unknown dangers of the pioneer years. 

The following year in 1957, the parishes of Sacred Heart and St. Patrick's were consolidated due to a lack 

of priests in the diocese. To this day, Sacred Heart church is the only Catholic church in Minto. 

To symbolize their unity in the new parish, the Irish and the Polish of Minto placed statues of their 

national patrons inside of the church. St. Patrick and St. Stanislaus statues represent the Irish and Polish 

respectively. 

In 1988, the church steeples were repaired. 

Sacred Heart church celebrated its centennial in 2005.  

Since July 16, 2005, Sacred Heart houses one of the few Adoration Chapels in small town North Dakota. 

Christians are welcome to adore our Lord Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar seven days a week 

from noon to midnight. Our Good Shepherd waits to shower His people with graces through His Divine 

Presence, body, blood, soul and divinity. The parishioners of Sacred Heart and surrounding Catholic 

churches have adored Jesus for tens of thousands of hours in over six years. Visit the Adoration Chapel 

page. 

In the early 1970s, Sacred Heart church's interior was painted white. In 2007, extensive renovation 

transformed the inside of the church. The church was rewired and repaired. Along with painting and 

stenciling, a mural of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was added to the sanctuary above the high altar. A new 

baptismal font, pulpit and Altar of Sacrifice were constructed to match the altars that had been acquired 

from St. John the Baptist church in Ardoch after its closing. 

Sacred Heart's 100-year old pews were restained and varnished to their original beauty. 

Handcrafted in Bethlehem, an intricately carved olive wood statue of the Holy Family was welcomed into 

Sacred Heart church in 2011. Fifty-eight Christian families in Bethlehem support their families financially 

by selling several different types of olive wood statues. Some of the olive wood trees are 100 years old or 

older. The shrine was erected to give hope, guidance and devotion to a renewal of marriage and family 

life as we strive for holiness in a culture of death. 
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The Priests of Sacred Heart: 

1905-1906 Rev. Joseph Karpinski 
1906-1908 Rev. Wenceslaus Krzywonos 
1908-1909 Rev. Vincent S. Mayer 
1909-1910 Rev. Theodore Kupka 
1910-1917 Rev. Stanislaus W. Majer 
1917-1922 Rev. Francis Olzewski 
1922-1923 Rev. Stephen Bryalski 
1923-1940 Rev. Francis J. Slominski 
1940-1957 Rev. John J. Stempel 
1957-1966 Rev. Hilarion J. Mikalofsky 
1967-1988 Rev. Antonio J. Richard 
1988-2002 Rev. Feliks Lubas 
2002-2004 Rev. Timothy Schroeder 
2004-  Rev. John Kleinschmidt 
 

The Diocese of Fargo 

Our two dynamic parishes, both over 100 years old, have striven to teach and uphold the Catholic faith 

for several generations. St. Stanislaus and Sacred Heart serve under the service of apostolic 

administrator Most Rev. David Kagan, the bishop of the Bismarck Diocese. The appointment follows the 

Most Rev. Samuel Aquila being named archbishop of the Denver Archdiocese. During this interim time, 

Bishop Kagan has been entrusted with the authority of the diocesan bishop to teach, sanctify and lead 

Catholics residing within Eastern North Dakota. The diocese, established in 1889, comprises 30 counties 

over more than 35,000 square miles in the eastern half of North Dakota. 

The roots of the Catholic Church of Fargo reach back to the early 1800s when missionary priests from 

Canada served the people of the Pembina area in the northeastern part of the diocese. In 1879, the 

Vicariate of Dakota was established. 

The Dakota Territory was divided into North and South Dakota and in 1889, the Catholic Church, 

recognizing the new political boundaries, created the dioceses of Jamestown and Sioux Falls out of the 

Vicariate of Dakota. At the age of 37, Father John Shanley was named the first bishop of the Diocese of 

Jamestown. 

In August of 1891, Bishop Shanley decided to move the Episcopal see city to Fargo. He made plans and 

began construction on a cathedral. A fire that devastated downtown Fargo in 1893 halted construction 

for six years. St. Mary's Cathedral was finally completed and dedicated on Sunday, May 30, 1899. 

(Beyond Red River by Father Terrence G. Kardong, O.S.B.) Today, the Diocese of Fargo has a Catholic 

population of over 85,000 people out of a total North Dakota population of over 377,ooo. 
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Sacred Heart Mass Schedule: (May 25 - June 2, 2013) 

Saturday - 5 p.m. 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. 
Monday - 9 a.m. in Warsaw 
Tuesday - Friday - NO MASS 
Saturday - 9 a.m. & 5 p.m. 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. 
 
Sacred Heart Reconciliation Schedule 
 
Saturdays - 3:45 - 4:45 p.m. 
Sundays - 8:00 - 8:20 a.m. 
Before weekday Mass - 7:30 - 7:50 a.m. 
 
For any other time, contact Fr. John: 
            (701) 248-3589       
            (701) 520-3451       
 


