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  History of St. Turibius Parish (Forty-Five Years with God
  and His People). Forty Five Anniversary 1927-1972 St. Turibius
  Parish, Chicago, IL.   CAP at Orchard Lake. 

Forty-five years ago, the neighborhood now known as St. Turibius parish, was a small prairie 
community having approximately 100 families, in an undeveloped and sparsely populated sec-
tion of the city. The spiritual needs of these Christian families had to be met by the surrounding 
parishes of St. Camillus, St. Nicholas of Tolentine, Five Holy Martyrs, and St. Bruno.

A special interest in the spiritual welfare of these people was shown by Rev. Dr. Alexis Gorski, 
the Pastor of St. Bruno, who had organized for them, even before the actual founding of the 
parish, a Holy Name Society and an Altar and Rosary Society.

It was under his encouragement, that they requested the Cardinal Archbishop Mundelein ap-
pointed Father Thomas Smyk as the first pastor of the St. Turibius Church. The first Mass was 
offered on July 3, 1927 in the assembly Hall of Peck School. The new Pastor's work with his flock 
was short-lived, however, for in December of 1927, Father Smyk was appointed pastor of St. 
Susanna in Harvey. In his place, Cardinal Mundelein appointed Father Francis Kulinski, assistant 
at Saint Joseph Church, as the second Pastor of St. Turibius in 1928.

The depression of 1929 notwithstanding, Father Kulinski courageously began by building the 
first church, a small frame building which seated 300 people, and also a combination hall and 
school, part of the latter serving also as a convent for the sisters. A little later, he remodeled 
a single family residence, about a block away from the church which served as a rectory, until 
the present one was built in 1956.

During his pastorate, 1928-1934, the number of families increased from 300 to 750, the number 
of school children reached 168, with four Felician Sisters comprising the faculty.

It was on September 11 of 1934 that Cardinal Mundelein appointed Father Joseph Mszanowski 
as third pastor of St. Turibius.

Although the years of his pastorate were plagued by adverse economic conditions caused prin-
cipally by the depression which swept the country, Father Mszanowski nevertheless, continued 
tirelessly to provide for the spiritual enrichment of his ever-growing flock, managing even to 
purchase a home for the Sisters who were staffing the school, and founding at this time, the 
St. Anne Society in 1936 and the Mothers' Club in 1941 to help provide for the welfare of the 
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convent and the school.

During the post war years, when such booming prosperity and great growth were in the making 
across the country and in our own West Elsdon community, Father Mszanowski, who was ably 
assisted by Father Martin Borowczyk and Father Raymond Pacholski, and Father Frank Cabanski, 
did not witness the realization of the tremendous potential of St. Turibius parish, for he was 
appointed pastor of St. Blaise Church in Argo. To his successor was left the monumental task 
of providing adequate facilities for the spiritual, educational, and cultural development of this 
rapidly growing parish.

To succeed Father Mszanowski, Samuel Cardinal Stritch, on April 24, 1948 again turned to St. 
Joseph Parish for his choice of Pastor, appointing Father Joseph Lechert, whose keen financial 
ability plus favorable economic situation of the late 1940's made it possible for St. Turibius 
parish to prosper. In these first years at St. Turibius, Father Lechert was ably helped by Father 
Raymond Pacholski, Father Edward Gunia, Father Edmund Szlanga, and Father Frank Lefkowicz.

Due to the phenomenal growth, complete parish facilities were constructed. A new church was 
dedicated by Cardinal Stritch in 1952... the old one was remodelled and expanded to twelve 
classrooms. In 1956, he built a new school addition to accommodate the growing school enrol-
ment which peaked in 1961 with 1305 children. At this time the parish records indicated 2750 
registered families.

The parish, under Father Lechert's leadership, experienced a steady growth. Regular retreats 
and missions played an important part in the lives of the people. Of special interest and notice 
is the Holy Hour of Reparation on First Thursdays, sponsored by the Lay Altar Apostles of the 
Holy Name Society.

Even before the emphasis placed on lay participation by Vatican II, a core of lectors and com-
mentators was established to lead the Christian community of St. Turibius in public worship.

During these years, a Home and School Association was organized as a laison between faculty 
and parents. A Drama Club, under the capable direction of Father Frank Lefkowicz was begun 
for the cultural development of the parish. Through these years, dedicated priests served the 
parish: Father Leo Wincek, Father Louis Zakrzewicz, Father Ldward Mackowiak, Father Walter 
Zmija, and Father Stanley Lima- nowski (also Father Frank Koziol and Father Henry Troy contrib-
uted their talents as residents).

After nineteen years of hard and successful work, Father Lechert retired to enjoy the fruit of his 
work and continue his priestly ministry among his people without the burden of administrative 
responsibilities.

In November of 1967, just as the Archdiocesan program Project: Renewal was promoting the 
material of our archdiocese to complement the spiritual renewal of Vatican II, Msgr. Joseph L. 
Mroczkowski, our present pastor, was appointed by John Cardinal Cody to accept the leader-
ship of St. Turibius. His rich musical background, coupled with an energetic pastoral zeal, was 
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immediately put to good use in beautifying and enriching our liturgical worship and song, thus 
implementing the directives of Vatican II.

The already-begun school remodeling and the new school addition under the direction of Rev. 
Stanley Limanowski, who was interim administrator between Father Lechert's retirement and 
Msgr. Mroczkowski's appointment, was given Monsignor's complete interest and attention, 
and all this was crowned with the beautiful renovation of our church, and the reconstruction 
of the organ was carried out under Monsignor's supervision with the advise and indispensable 
collaboration of his experienced and very capable associate pastors.

His untiring efforts have produced a Parish Choir of outstanding caliber. His musical appreciation 
soon was shared with the entire parish as he promoted piano and organ recitals each spring 
and fall, to encourage youngsters to pursue the fun and love of music and its appreciation.

Gaining a deep knowledge of his parish through a thorough parish census in 1968, Msgr. 
Mroczkowski with his Associates, Father Donald Bartoszek and Father Albin Ciciora, and Father 
Walter Imbiorski, and later aided by Father Eugene Winkowski, and Father Aloysius Barr, pro-
moted programs for Adult Education, organized the development of Senior Citizens' activities, 
encouraged interest and participation in community affairs, as well as sponsoring athletic 
activities and competition for boys and girls. The School Band was given new life and a Band 
Boosters Club was organized to support it.

A competent faculty, both Sisters and Lay Teachers received his support to introduce modern 
programs and new teaching methods to maintain academic excellence in the education of our 
children. A Parish School Board was founded to establish policies and to help govern the oper-
ation of the school.

In all areas of parochial living progress was made. A Liturgy Committee was created to improve 
the participation of the people in the worship of God. A Presidents' Club was formed to promote 
a closer relationship with all parish organizations and to establish a greater unity of action in 
the religious and social life of the parish.

These are but some of the many achievements in the history of St. Turibius Parish …but the real 
accomplishment are the generosity and cooperation of all our parishioners which brought about 
the attainment of physical, spiritual, educational and cultural goals of a Christian community.

Indeed, we can say that St. Turibius Parish was the fertile soil of the Gospel upon which some 
seed fell and produced a hundred fold. And we, the beneficiaries of the hard work and untiring 
efforts, of the long struggles and the fears and tears of our predecessors, Thank God for making 
us sharers in His goodness… And it is in this spirit we will gather for a Concelebrated Mass of 
Thanksgiving to Almighty God on Tuesday, November 28th at 7:30 P.M.


