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 1893-1903
Early in 1893 the first settlers of the Cragin area met to discuss the advisability of establishing a 
Catholic parish for the Polish-speaking people. His Excellency, the Most Rev. Patrick A. Feehan, 
Archbishop of Chicago, acceded to their request and delegated the Very Rev. Vincent Barzynski, C.R., 
Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church and Pro-Provincial of the Resurrectionist Fathers to organize 
the parish, to be named in honor of St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr.
The first church, built at a cost of $7,000.00 was dedicated on the last Sunday of June, 1893, by 
Father Barzynski. Archbishop Feehan invited the Resurrectionist Fathers to assume charge of the 
parish. The spiritual needs of the parishioners were attended every week by the Fathers from the 
pioneer Polish parish in Chicago, St. Stanislaus Kostka, and from the old St. Stanislaus College. The 
first priest to come to Cragin was the Rev. Theophilus Szypkowski, C.R.
In 1897 the parish school was opened by the Rev. John Kruszynski, C.R., with Miss Cecilia Klinger 
as teacher.
The Rev. John Obyrtacz, C.R. was appointed October 21, 1901 the first resident Pastor. At the request 
and invitation of Father Obyrtacz the Franciscan Sisters of Blessed Kunegunda, assumed the charge 
of the parochial school, in 1902. He next proceeded to build a rectory and a belfry.
In 1903 Francis Pawlowski, one of the early settlers of the area, was appointed organist and director 
of the newly established St. Cecilia's Choir.

 1904-1913
In the years 1904, 1905, and 1906, additional land was acquired for the future expansion of the parish.
March 26, 1907, which was Holy Tuesday, the church was destroyed by fire. The belfry was also 
affected by the conflagration, however the rectory and the Sisters' convent were spared.
In the absence of Archbishop James E. Quigley, who was in Rome, Auxiliary Bishop Peter J. Muldoon, 
authorized Father Obyrtacz to bless the large hall of
Stephen Sergot, an active and progressive parishioner, and to open it for the celebration of the 
Liturgy, pending the erection of a new church edifice.
Father Obyrtacz energetically proceeded to acquire the necessary funds for the new structure. Less 
than four months after the disastrous fire, July 21, 1907, the corner stone of the new church was 
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laid and blessed.
In the same year, on Sunday, December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Archbishop 
Quigley consecrated the new combination church and school building. A week later the first Mass 
was celebrated in the new church. The cost of the structure was in excess of $50,000.00.
The parish blessed with a new church and school, still lacked a belfry and bells. In short time Father 
Obyrtacz bought three new bells, and had a frame belfry erected, so that on May 3, 1908, the date 
fixed for the blessing of the bells, Father Francis Gordon, pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka church, 
delegated for the function by Archbishop Quigley, could perform the ceremony.
The first Mission in the parish was preached by the Vincentian Fathers of St. John Kanty College, of 
Erie, Pennsylvania. During the Mission His Excellency Bishop Paul P. Rhode, D.D., Auxiliary of Chicago, 
administered the Sacrament of Confirmation — another "first" in the parish.
January 6, 1909 Father Obyrtacz was appointed pastor of St. Hedwig parish and was succeeded by 
the Rev. Stanislaus Swierczek, C.R., who was to administer the parish for the next eighteen years.

 FATHER SWIERCZEK NAMED PASTOR
In 1910 Father Swierczek organized the Dramatic Circle, one of the most active parish organizations, 
which had contributed very much to the development of the youth of the parish.
In the same year the King Ladislaus Jagiello Civic Club was organized—a Polish citizens' club, whose 
accomplishments in the progressive development of the parish and its environments, have merited 
them acclaim from the parishioners and residents of Cragin.
On March 24, 1913 a severe storm of tornado proportions struck the Cragin and Hanson Park sec-
tions of the city, creating much damage to many dwellings. The church belfry was destroyed, as 
were the bells. However, Father Swierczek was soon to realize the completion of a new belfry with 
new bells, which were blessed by Father Gordon. In 1926 these same bells were transferred to the 
church tower, pealing out their invitation to the parishioners to this very day.
In 1913 work was begun on the erection of a new hall, the cornerstone of which was blessed by 
Bishop Rhode. The cost of the hall was $46,000.00.
Since the growth of the parish was so great, it was deemed advisable by the Archbishop's Chancery, 
to divide the parish and erect a new parish in Hanson Park And so St. James parish was established, 
Central Avenue was the dividing line between the parishes.
In 1913 Frank Pawlowski, Jr., succeeded his father, as organist and choir director.
One of the very interesting and comforting experiences afforded the parish by Father Swierczek was 
his invitation of His Excellency Archbishop Joseph Weber - after whom Weber High School is named 
- to preach the sermons during the Forty Hours Devotion. The saintly prelate also gave numerous 
conferences to the mothers of the parish and his influence on the spirituality of the parishioners 
was notable. His repeated services to the parish dated from September,
1913 and continued for several years, virtually to March, 1918, the year of his saintly death in Cragin.
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 1914 - 1924
With the outbreak of World War I in 1914 only the normal and routine activities in the parish prevailed.
In the concluding months of the war, before the signing of the Armistice in November, 1918, the 
Poles in America, under the inspiration of Ignace Jan Paderewski, the famous Polish pianist and 
statesman, lent their efforts to establish a Ten-Million Dollar Fund to finance the organization of the 
Polish Army. This was done with the approval of President Woodrow Wilson, who highly esteemed 
the famous musician and composer.
Patriotic parishioners of St. Stanislaus parish, upon the appeal of the pastor, Father Swierczek, 
contributed some $23,000.00 to that end, truly a princely sum in those years. Later Mr. Paderewski 
sent Father Swierczek a letter, congratulating his parishioners upon their patriotism and thanking 
them for the munificent contribution. This constitutes one of the glorious pages of Cragin history.
In August, 1918, the parish celebrated the Silver Jubilee of its founding. However, owing to war 
restrictions, there was but a simple commemoration of that event.
In 1920 more land was acquired from parishioners for the purpose of building a new school and a 
provisional rectory, at the cost of $71,000.00. The new school and rectory were blessed by Father 
Gordon.
The Holy Name society was organized in 1922, with more than 200 young men and men joining 
the new society. In one year their membership has doubled. And today it is one of the flourishing 
societies of the parish.
The Ladies of Queen Hedwig Club was organized in 1924 to promote the civic and social life of the 
parish and to assist the Pastor in furthering these purposes.

 1925 - 1935
With the continually increasing school enrollment, it was found necessary to provide additional 
space for class-room purposes. However at the same time arose the project to build a new church 
above the hall, which was built 12 years before. The new church edifice was begun in 1925, it was 
not finished until January, 1927.
In 1926 land was purchased to provide space for the building of a new Sisters' convent, whose 
necessity was imminent, in view of the additional number of teachers in the school.
At the end of 1926 Father Swierczek was appointed pastor of St. Hyacinth parish, relinquishing the 
pastorate of St. Stanislaus. He was succeeded by the Rev. Francis Kubiaczyk, C.R.
The new pastor continued with the building of the new church whose cost was estimated at $157,000.
In 1928 the new Sisters' convent was completed at a cost of $80,000. In the same year the interior 
of the church was decorated by the noted mural artist Norbert Czarnowski.
During his term of office Father Kubiaczyk installed the weekly envelope system of collecting funds 
for the parish, which is in use to this very day of the Diamond Jubilee year.
As a result of the building expansion program the parish indebtedness of Father Kubiaczyk's ad-
ministration was $182,000.
In 1932 Father Stanislaus Gadacz, C.R., succeeded Father Kubiaczyk as pastor, who was transferred to 
St. Stanislaus Kostka parish. The new pastor dedicated all his energies to reduce the parish encum-
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brance. But these were difficult years, due to an economic depression, widespread unemployment 
and bank panics, which did not spare the Cragin section.
After four years of strenuous efforts Father Gadacz was relieved of the pastorate and was summoned 
to Rome, where during the distressing years which followed the outbreak of World War II, he served 
as Bursar General of the Congregation of the Resurrection and a member of the General Council. 
At his departure from the pastorate the parish debt amounted  to $183,000.

 1936 - 1946
 FATHER FABIANSKI'S PASTORATE
January 12, 1936, the Rev. Jerome Fabianski, C.R. was installed as the new pastor, succeeding Father 
Gadacz. His very active pastorate was characterized by many improvements and developments and 
a beautification program for the parish grounds.
The parish hall was completely renovated and subsequently at a dedication banquet, attended by 
many distinguished guests, including Chicago's Mayor Edward J. Kelly, who commented laudably on 
the artistic work of the remodeled hall, saying that he had not seen any parish hall, so splendidly 
equipped.
The solemn inauguration of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena was held on February 15, 1936. 
Its observance as a weekly novena continues to offer spiritual comfort to many of Mary's legion 
of devotees to this day. The artistic picture of our Blessed Lady was imported from Rome and the 
ornate gold crown, adorning the head of the Mother of God was brought from Fance.
September 18, 1938 witnessed another spiritual event, the dedication of the imposing statue of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, facing Long Avenue. It was dedicated by Auxiliary Bishop Bernard J. Sheil, 
D.D. The statue stands as an external manifestation of the love of the parishioners to the Sacred 
Heart, Who speaks from His place of honor to the casual passerby these comforting words: "Come 
to Me all you that labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you "
In 1942 the vacant space adjoining the Sisters' convent was improved and dedicated as the "Gar-
den of Graces" A statue of Our Lady of Grace occupies a place of honor—a great variety of flowers, 
shrubbery, small firs, present an imposing picture, especially in the evening hours, when illuminated 
by strong reflector lights. The Rev. Edward Brzeziński, C.R., pastor of St. Mary of the Angels Church, 
presided at the ceremony and the Rev. Francis Ploszek, Superior of the Polish group of Diocesan 
Missionaries preached a moving panegyric in honor of our Blessed Lady.
Besides these statues, two other statues of special significance to the school children nestle amidst 
luxuriant shrubbery, namely, a seated figure of our Blessed Lord, affectionately bidding the children 
to come to Him, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. The other represents the Guardian Angel, 
whose protective wings reach out to shelter the children against all evil of body and soul.

 GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE PARISH
With the approach of the Golden Jubilee of the parish in 1943, preparations were begun early in 
the year to commemorate worthily such an important milestone in the history of the parish.
Under the direction of the well-known artist John Mallin the church was redecorated at a cost of 
$14,000. To prepare for the spiritual needs of the parishioners, a special Jubilee Mission, lasting 



5

three weeks from March 28 to April 18, was conducted by the Missionary Fathers of the Congre-
gation of the Resurrection from Castleton-on-Hudson, New York.
The Golden Jubilee celebration was held Sunday, May 9, 1943. In preparation for the Jubilee a 
solemn mission was preached by the Missionary Fathers of the Congregation of the Resurrection, 
namely, Father Joseph Prusinski and Father Anthony Rybarczyk.
The Feast of St. Stanislaus, occurring May 7 was solemnly celebrated at a special service, during 
which the Rev. Ladislaus Kosinski, C.R., of the Polish Province of the Resurrectionists preached 
the sermon.
The Jubilee Mass was offered by His Excellency the Most Rev. Stanislaus V. Bona, D.D., Bishop 
of Green Bay, Wisconsin, assisted by many clergymen. The Jubilee sermon was preached by the 
Very Rev. Ladislaus Zapala, C.R., former Superior General of the Resurrectionist Fathers and a 
renowned pulpit orator. After the Pontifical Mass Bishop Bona offered his congratulations to the 
parish, lauding the dedicated service of the priests for the past fifty years and the devotion of the 
faithful to their parish and to the Church.
World War II conditions precluded the holding of banquet, however a reception was held in the 
evening for the distinguished guests, among whom was Chicago's Mayor Edward J. Kelly. Responses 
to the congrarulatory speeches were made by the Rev. Stanislaus Swierczek, C.R., former pastor, 
and the Rev. Jerome Fabianski, pastor of St. Stanislaus.
Parish statistics show that well above 1,200 young men and women of the parish served in the 
armed forces during World War II.
After the war a suitable monument in memory of the fallen in battle was erected in front of the 
school on Lorel Avenue. An annual patriotic celebration is held on Decoration Day to commem-
orate the devotion of our soldiers and sailors.
In order to coordinate the various activities of the many societies, clubs and confraternities of 
the parish the CENTRAL SOCIETY was organized on February 27, 1945, with 30 representatives of 
the 33 organizations participating. Mr. John Karlowicz was elected the first President of the newly 
established SOCIETY. RELIGIOUS ASSISTANCE TO POLAND
In the Fall of 1946 the parish was visited by the Very Rev. Ladislaus Kwiatkowski, C.R., Vicar Gen-
eral of the Resurrectionist Fathers. A special meeting of the PRO PATRIA SOCIETY was held in his 
honor. This unique organization was established to aid the needs of the Polish Province of the 
order. Its chaplain is the Rev. Andrew Kloska, C.R. In 1946 the society sent several cases of church 
goods, vestments, chalices missals, altar linen to the devastated churches of the Resurrectionist 
Fathers in Poland.

 1947 - 1957
One of the major improvements installed by Father Fabianski was the enclosure of the side en-
trances to the church. The necessity of this was indicated to obviate hazards, especially in the 
winter months, when snow or sleet made the stairways dangerous. This improvement was made 
at a cost of $20,000.
After the conclusion of the World War II an imposing patriotic celebration was held in honor of 
the armed forces of the United States. Holy Mass was offered on Memorial Day, in 1947, by Fa-
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ther Marian Kaleth, C.R., a former Assistant Pastor, and recently discharged from the Army as a 
Chaplain with the rank of Major. He was assisted by other former Chaplains, notably Father Peter 
Lenczyk, C.R., also a Major, Father Gregory Palubicki, C.R., Lieut. Commander of the Navy. The 
sermon was preached by Father Constantine Zielinski, O.M.C., a former Chaplain in the Air Force 
with the rank of Colonel.
While many of the youth of the parish were actively engaged in the service of their country during 
World War II, others, remaining here, "keeping the home fires burning" had contributed to the 
war effort in divers manners: purchasing War Bonds, working with the Red Cross, with the various 
service organizations. REV. MILISZKIEWICZ—REV. LENCZYK
In January, 1949 Father Fabianski resigned the pastorate owing to ill health. He was succeeded by 
the Rev. Felix Miliszkiewicz, C.R., a native of the parish.
Father Miliszkiewicz continued his appeal for funds to build a new rectory, which was planned by 
his predecessor. Funds began to pour in, so that in the beginning of his term of office there was 
upwards of $15,000 collected for the new rectory. However various difficulties caused a delay in 
the construction of the building, which was not begun until 1953; by his successor, Father Peter 
Lenczyk.
Among the Jubilee celebrations held in the parish, outstanding was the commemoration of the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the founding of St. Cecilia's Choir. On February 12, 1950 a huge outpouring 
of parishioners filled the parish hall to pay tribute to the members of the choir, and especially 
the organizers and the choir directors. Addresses were made by Mr. Valentine Poterek, the first 
President of the choir, Father Swierczek, former pastor and chaplain, and the Very Rev. Casimir 
Guziel, C.R., Provincial of the Resurrectionist Fathers.
Since Father Miliszkiewicz was transferred to pastoral work at St. Hedwig's parish, the Rev. Peter 
Lenczyk, C.R., was appointed the new pastor on September 13, 1952.
In November, 1952 another notable Jubilee was observed in the parish, namely, the Golden Jubilee 
of the Franciscan Sisters, who assumed charge of the parish school in 1902. A Jubilee Mass was 
celebrated by the new Pastor, Father Lenczyk, and the Very Rev. Stanislaus Fiolek, C.R., Provincial 
of the Resurrectionists, preached the sermon, paying a glowing tribute to the work and dedicated 
service of the Sisters.
The building of a new rectory next occupied the efforts of Father Lenczyk. It has been planned by 
his two predecessors and funds were gradually accumulating for the construction of the building. 
At the time that the actual building was begun, in March 1953, there was some $165,400 in the 
parish treasury for that purpose. Leon Strelka was the architect of the new rectory, extending the 
entire half-block on Belden Avenue, from Lorel to Long Avenues. The entire cost was $250,000. 
The new rectory was ready for occupancy by the priests late in 1954.

 1958 - 1968
When in 1958 Father Lenczyk was transferred to St. Joseph parish in Fontana, California, in the 
diocese of San Diego, he was succeeded by the Rev. Anthony Laskowski, C.R., who was an instruc-
tor in Weber High School.
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 FATHER LASKOWSKI—NEW ERA IN THE PARISH
Early in December, 1959, after the disastrous fire of Our Lady of Angels School, the city Fathers on 
the recommendation of the Fire Commissioner, decreed for more stringent safety measures in all 
school buildings of the city. A sprinkling system was adopted by city ordinance, fire alarm boxes 
installed immediately outside the school and other fire preventive and safety measures.
Father Laskowski proceeded without delay to introduce the necessary equipment to insure the 
safety of our school children. This necessitated an outlay of some $33,000, to which the parishio-
ners without hesitancy contributed by way of special monthly collections.
Tuck-pointing of the church was completed in 1959.
In the same year a two week mission was preached by the diocesan missionaries, namely, the Rev. 
John Koziol and the Rev. Theodore Kaczorowski, both of whom have later been appointed by the 
Holy Father as Domestic Prelates to His Holiness.
The first evening Mass in the history of the parish was celebrated in the church on January 6, 1961, 
on the Feast of the Epiphany, which was also the First Friday of the month.
In the same year a drive for funds for a new organ was initiated. Generous contributions from 
individual parishioners and from the parish's societies and clubs, enabled the Pastor to promise 
an early success of the campaign.
In 1962 the parish hall was renovated and redecorated. Additional beautification of the Garden 
of Graces with its statue of Our Lady of Grace was made in the same year.
A Holy Mission was preached at the end of Lent, in 1963, by the Franciscan Fathers Remigius 
Steczkowski and Herman Ziemba, of Pulaski, Wisconsin. It may be said by way of digression that 
the frequent missions held in the parish have contributed immeasurably to the spiritual tone of 
the parish.
November 17, 1963, an organ concert was held in the church to celebrate the completion of the 
installation of the new church organ. Solo numbers on the organ were given by Don Rubino, the 
organist, and the Hon. Casimir Laskowski, organist for the special services of the church.

 CHANGES IN THE LITURGY
With the conclusion of the Second Vatican Council, the Pastor and Father Francis Uzdrowski, the 
parish Liturgist, proceeded to implement the decrees of the Council, specifically to the introduction 
of the changes in the Liturgy. Mass was now celebrated in the vernacular, which in our bi-lingual 
parish, means in the English and Polish languages.
Among the instructions of the Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy, we find the following, which 
explains the role of lectors and commentators in the revised Liturgy: Servers, lectors, commenta-
tors, and members of the choir also exercise a genuine liturgical ministry. They ought, therefore, 
to discharge their office with the sincere piety and decorum demanded by so exalted a ministry 
and rightly expected of them by God's people. /Reform of the Sacred Liturgy, nr. 29/.
In 1965, the Central Society through its representatives suggested the installation of Carillon 
Chimes in the church as a memoriam to the pioneers and their parents on the occasion of the 
Diamond Jubilee to be celebrated in 1968. A drive for funds was initiated, which was successful, 
as some $9,000 was collected.
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The Holy Name Society had voted in 1966 from its treasury funds and voluntary donations to 
furnishthe requisite liturgical furniture for the celebration of the Liturgy, in accordance with the 
Revised Liturgy.
The Rev. Anthony Laskowski, C.R., the pastor of St. Stanislaus B. and M. celebrated the Silver Ju-
bilee of his ordination at a solemn Mass on Sunday, May 7, 1967. A huge reception, attended by 
members of the parish and invited guests, was held in the parish hall immediately after the Mass.
Serious preparations for the commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of the founding of the parish 
were begun in January, 1968, when the Pastor appointed the Rev. Andrew N. Kloska, C.R., Assistant 
Pastor to be the General Chairman of the Jubilee Committee. Chester Centella, was appointed 
Co-Chairman.
A solemn Jubilee Mission was preached from March 24 to April 7, by the Rev. Remigius Steczkow-
ski, O.F.M. and the Rev. Roman Swiencicki, O.F.M., Franciscan Fathers from Pulaski, Wisconsin.

 1968 — DIAMOND JUBILEE YEAR
Many improvements were undertaken and completed in time for the Diamond Jubilee, namely, 
the decoration of the church, the renovation of the pews, the installation of air-conditioning and 
new electric fixtures.
Other necessary improvements and remodeling were completed in the school, in the Sisters' 
convent, in the Rectory and in the parish hall.
The Diamond Jubilee Mass was celebrated Sunday, September 15, 1968 by His Excellency, the 
Most Rev. Aloysius J. Wycislo, D.D., Bishop of Green Bay. His Eminence John Cardinal Cody, Arch-
bishop of Chicago presided and later extended his congratulations to the assembled parishioners 
and guests. In the sanctuary places of honor were occupied by His Excellency, Bishop William E. 
McManus, D.D., and His Excellency, Bishop Alfred L. Abramowicz, D.D., both Auxiliary Bishops of 
Chicago. Nearly 100 Monsignori, priests, a great number of Sisters from various religious commu-
nities, and the faithful filled the large nave of the church.
The Jubilee homily was preached by the Very Rev. Bernard J. Bak, C.R. Provincial of the Resurrec-
tionist Fathers.
A reception in honor of the Cardinal and Bishops and guests and parishioners was held in the 
parish hall. His Eminence was so pleased with the warm reception accorded him that he wrote a 
letter to the Pastor, Father Laskowski, in which he said: "It was a real pleasure to visit your parish 
yesterday and I want you, your priestly co-workers and your good parishioners to know how much 
I appreciated the warm welcome accorded me. I congratulate you on the new resplendent look of 
the Church — the improvements have added much to the beautiful building."
During the week following the Jubilee Mass, special Masses were offered daily for the pioneers, 
the benefactors, the deceased parishioners, the priests and the Sisters, by former Pastors of St. 
Stanislaus B. and M. and natives of the parish.
Two weeks later, Sunday, September 29, 1968, the elegant Chateau Royale, in Austin, was the scene 
of a brilliant civic Feast in honor of the Jubilee. Among the distinguished guests in attendance were 
Governor Samuel Shapiro, Bishop Alfred L. Abramowicz, who delivered the invocation, Congressman 
Daniel Rostenkowski, Director of Public Works of the State of Illinois Francis Lorenz and others.


