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Our forefathers came to America "Land of Opportunity" bringing with them their heritage and a strong 
faith in God. It was here in Chicago, that a large group emigrated and formed a strong "POLONIA."
The first Polish settlers organized and built the first Polish parish, namely St. Stanislaus Kostka. 
With the great flow of Poles arriving, neither St. Stanislaus Kostka nor St. Hedwig's Church could 
accommodate the great throngs of people and children settling in this vicinity. Therefore, a new 
parish had to be organized.

 Organization of the New Parish.
It was the latter part of 1898 that Rev. Vincent Barzynski, C.R. summoned the church committee of St. 
Stanislaus Kostka parish, and proposed the establishment of a new parish to be located between St. 
Stanislaus and St. Hedwig Parishes. The committee lost no time and petitioned Rev. Francis Gordon 
and Rev. Andrew Spetz to acquire land for a church and school. A tract of land, bounded east and 
west by Paulina and Wood Streets, and north and south by Cortland and Bloomingdale Avenues, 
was approved by the Most Rev. P.A. Feehan, Archbishop of Chicago, and purchased for $60,000.
Rev. Francis Gordon was assigned by his su¬periors to be the organizer and first Pastor of the new 
parish. A priest of great devotion, enthusiasm, and initiative, he acted promptly and on April 21, 
1899, ground was broken for the foundation. July 2, 1899 the cornerstone was blessed by Rev. 
John Kasprzycki, C.R., and on December 10, 1899 the new church "ST. MARY OF THE ANGELS" was 
blessed and dedicated by His Excellency, Archbishop P.A. Feehan. The following day, Rev. Francis 
Gordon celebrated the First Mass in the new church.
At the turn of the century a few months later, upon the invitation of Father Gordon, four Resur¬rec-
tion Sisters arrived from Rome and the first classes in the school began February 15, 1900, with 
425 children in attendance.
Father Gordon served as Pastor until 1906, when he was transferred to St. Stanislaus Kostka, and 
Rev. Joseph Ziemba, C.R. took charge of the parish. Father Ziemba resigned after a few months be-
cause of poor health. Rev. Felix Ladon administered the parish until Rev. Francis Saborosz, C.R. was 
appointed as the new Pastor. During his reign, the interiors of the church and school were painted 
and concrete walks were laid ground the church property. 
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 Building a new Church.
In 1909, Rev. Francis Gordon returned to St. Mary of the Angels as Pastor and immediately drew 
plans for erecting a rectory, which was completed in 1912.
Because of the multitudes of Polish immigrants arriving seeking peace and freedom in a new 
country, the first church proved to be too small and work got under way for the building of a new, 
magnanimous structure. After eight long years of hard work and labor problems, construction was 
completed and the new church was blessed and dedicated May 30, 1920, by His Eminence George 
W. Mundelein, Cardinal of Chicago. It is a magnificent structure, designed and built to resemble the 
Basilica of St. Peter's in Rome. Architectural authorities agree that it is one of the finest edifices of 
Roman Renaissance in the United States. It was erected at an approximate cost of $400,000.00 and 
has a seating capacity of 2,000 people. In 1921, electric lights were installed and in 1922, central 
heating was put into operation in the church. A new organ was also purchased for $23,750.00.

 Silver Jubilee 1924.
With all ecclesiastical pomp and ceremony on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the parish, a Papal 
distinction was conferred upon Father Gordon. August 5, 1924, His Eminence George W. Mundelein, 
Cardinal of Chicago, officiated at St. Mary's and solemnly conferred in the name of Pope Pius XI, 
the Papal Medal "Pro Ecclesia et Pontífice" to Rev. Francis Gordon. The jubilee celebrations, both 
ecclesiastical and secular, took place on December 10, 1924.

 A Great Loss.
February 13, 1931 marked the passing of the greatly beloved Rev. Francis Gordon, C.R., organizer 
and first Pastor. With the exception of three years, 1906-1909, Rev. Francis Gordon served the parish 
as a zealous and devoted Pastor from its inception until his death. Father Gordon left behind him 
a memory of fine administration and kindness and gentleness. His passing was a Great Loss to the 
people of St. Mary's.
After Father Gordon's death, Rev. Leonard Long, C.R. was appointed as Pastor, but only served a 
few months, as did the Pastor who followed him, Rev. Thaddeus Ligman, C.R.

 A Native son.
July, 1932, Rev. Edward Brzeziński, C.R., appointed by the Congregation of the Resurrection to be the 
new Pastor, caused much jubilation in the parish, as Father "ED" was a native son, and had worked 
with Father Gordon. These were "Depression Years," but Father Brzeziński, young courageous, and 
full of great zeal and initiative, set as his first goal the renovation of the parish hall, which after 
completion won the fame as "The Polish Aragon Ballroom." Weekly dances were sponsored and 
many a young girl met her "Prince Charming."
Each succeeding year hummed with activity and an annex to the school building was completed in 
1936 at a cost of $27,000. New electric bells were installed in the church, the interior of the school 
was renovated, and Kindergarten classes were held for the first time in 1938. The interior of the 
church, in preparation for the Golden Jubilee of the parish, was painted by Mr. Mallin, an artist. 
Truly a work of a genius, the church interior was adjudged by everyone as the most beautiful church 
in the city of Chicago.
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 1949—Golden Jubilee.
The observance of the Golden Jubilee began on October 16, 1949 with a Solemn Pontifical Mass 
of Thanksgiving, celebrated by the Most Rev. T. L. Noa, Bishop of Marquette, Michigan. The jubilee 
sermon was eloquently delivered by His Eminence Samuel Cardinal Stritch. Following the Mass, a 
Luncheon was served in honor of the Cardinal, the Archbishops, and distinguished guests. The Golden 
Jubilee festivities included a Banquet held in the Parish Auditorium, Sunday, November 13, 1949.
During the 18 years of Father Edward Brzezin ski's pastorate, a debt of $250,000 was liquidated. 
Because of poor health, Father "Ed" Brzeziński, after 18 years of faithful service, retired in 1950 and 
a new pastor, Rev. John Grabowski, C.R. was installed. His very energetic pastorate was charac¬ter-
ized by many improvements and developments, such as discontinuing the fish pond and paving 
the school yard, building a new convent for the Sisters, regular Bingos were begun and held every 
week. These weekly Bingos were a tremendous financial help to the parish. The Mother's Club was 
organized with the blessing of Father "Jack" Grabowski. After three years of hard work and dedicated 
service, Father Grabowski was relieved of his pastoral duties, and Rev. Chester Brzegowy, C.R. was 
appointed as pastor.
During his short term as pastor, a new roof was put on the church and school, and regular repairs 
around the church and school were made. Father Brzegowy's quiet and gentle manner, endeared 
him to his parishioners, and it was a great shock when he died after a brief illness in July-1957.

 More New Pastors.
Rev. Anthony Rybarczyk, C.R., a dynamic personality, was appointed as the new pastor in 1957. 
It was during his reign that the Sprinkling System was installed in the school building; the church 
was tuck-pointed; the organ rebuilt; kneelers in church were padded and covered; new modern 
windows were installed in the classrooms; new church steps and walks around the block square 
parish compound were completed.
The Kennedy Expressway was built during this period, and St. Mary's lost a great number of parish-
ioners, and school enrollment dropped one third. During Father Rybarczyk's pastorate, the first Lay 
Teacher, Miss Emily Kloc (a product of St. Mary's) was hired to teach in our school in 1958. At the 
present time there are 8 Lay Teachers.
During Father "Tony's" seven years as pastor, he gave St. Mary's Parish a forceful leadership and 
capable administration of everything entrusted to his care. Father Rybarczyk was transferred to 
Fontana, California, to lead as pastor the "Resurrection" parish, and it was there that he suffered a 
fatal heart attack, and died October 4, 1970.
Rev. Joseph Polinski, C.R. succeeded Father Rybarczyk. During the three years of his pastorate, the 
tower bells and stained glass windows were repaired; the heating system in the church, rectory 
and school, was repaired and improved. Father Polinski was interested in youth, and an athletic 
program for boys was begun, namely basketball and "Little League."
Rev. Stanley Majkut, C.R. succeeded Father Polinski in 1967. It was during his pastorate when the 
Church was experiencing one of the greatest events in present day history... The Second Vatican 
Council. Pope John XXIII, called the Second Vatican Council for the express purpose of bringing 
reform and internal renewal within the Church so that it would be as effective as possible in this 
modern world of today. Reforms were necessary. The work of renewal was slow in getting started. 
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The lay¬man was not eager to accept the "Changes." Project Renewal for the churches of the Arch-
diocese of Chicago was begun, and St. Mary's purchased new confessionals through donations from 
a few generous parishioners, as well as some new vestments for the priests for Mass.
It was during Father Majkut's pastorate in 1968 a Scouting Program was organized for Boys and Girls. 
Father Majkut was a great lover of sports, and the proof of his enthusiasm in the youth were the 
three basketball teams… grammar school, high school prep and the intermediates, who won the 
North Section CYO Tournament Championship of Chicago in 1971, which is a tremendous accom-
plishment. The Cupola on the church was rebuilt; glass brick windows were installed in the school; 
a new wire fence was put up on the Hermitage side of the school-yard. In 1971 regular weekly 
Bingos, sponsored by the Holy Name Society, were started, and the Auditorium was completely 
air-conditioned.
With the permission granted by the Cardinal's Committee, the interior of the church was renovated 
in preparation for the Diamond Jubilee. The blue "Guiding Light" in the cupola, which can be seen 
for a few miles, was donated by the Holy Name Society in 1973. It is not only ornamental, but it 
reminds the traveler on the Kennedy Expressway, that God is with him and the Blessed Mother his 
guiding light.
Father Majkut, for health reasons, February 17, 1974 resigned as pastor, and was replaced by Rev. 
Edwin Karłowicz, C.R., former Principal of Weber High School.
It was not easy to pick up loose ends, in a very important Jubilee Year. Committees which were 
formed under Father Majkut's guidance, met with the new pastor to continue working on the dif-
ferent activities and preparations for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.
A Polish Mission was held March, 1974, to renew the spirit of the people and ask for special bless-
ings in this Diamond Jubilee Year.

 PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
This history would not be complete if it omitted mention and appreciative acknowledgement to the 
various Clubs, Sodalities, and Organizations of St. Mary of the Angels Parish, for their solidarity, and 
hard work for the benefit of the parish. Whether it was the Carnival, the Bazaar, the School Picnic, 
or any other affair, these faithful members of the various clubs, were there to give a helping hand 
wherever and whenever need be. Throughout the 75 years they have given their time and money, 
to make St. Mary's Church and School one of the finest in the City of Chicago. And, at this time it is 
fitting and proper to salute and honor these loyal, energetic and untiring members of the various 
organizations of St. Mary of the Angels Parish. May they retain their devotion, and enthusiasm, 
may they continue their support of everything that adds to the material and spiritual well-being 
of St. Mary of the Angels Parish. May the Mother of God, our patroness, Bless You for all you have 
done for Her Church.
 THE SCHOOL FACULTY
From the very beginning of St. Mary of the Angels parish, the education of the children was placed 
in the hands of the Sisters of the Resurrection. They have worked with devotion and sacrifices, to 
teach our children God's truths and principles to live by. Love of God, parents, and community, are 
taught and stressed. New books, new subjects, new teachers are all a part of youth. Our School is 
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equipped with audio-visual materials, TV's, scientific experiments, and a good library. The hundreds 
of children that have graduated from St. Mary of the Angels School took with them not only a 
Diploma, but a love of learning and devotion to God. The grateful parishioners will never forget 
the past and present contributions of the Sisters of the Resurrection and also the Lay Teachers 
who have been here at St. Mary's since 1958.


