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St. Joseph's Parish, Summit-Aego, 1902
Diamond Jubilee of the Archdiocese of Chicago 1920, p. 595-596. 

Some years ago, Riverside, Berwyn, Lyons and Summit formed one extensive parish with St. 
Mary's church, Lyons as the center. About twelve years ago this parish was divided; a church 
was erected at Riverside, and another at Summit in June, 1902, by Father Lamb, who was suc-
ceeded by Father Michael S. Gildea.

The first resident pastor at Summit was Father Cotter, who took charge of the parish in the 
year 1908. He purchased ten lots in Summit for a future parish site.

After a stay of nine months, Father Cotter was succeeded by Father Hennessy He busied himself 
about a parish house, and the present rectory is the fruit of his labors. This building is found 
on the site purchased by Father Cotter, in Summit.

Father Edward M. O'Donnell, the next pastor, was called after six months to take charge of a 
large parish in Chicago, and the present pastor, Rev. Thomas P. Bona, took his place in March 
of 1911. Rev. Maximilian Warkocki ably assists Father Bona in all his pastoral duties.

Up to the advent of Father Bona, Summit was a small town on the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 
but about this time the Argo Corn Products Refining Company buildings were completed and 
men from all parts of the state flocked to Summit-Argo. The parish grew accordingly. During the 
present pastor's administration the parish grew from 80 to 400 families, of various languages: 
Irish, Polish, English, Croatian, Slovak, Slovenian, German, Lithuanian, and Italian.

The old church building was completely destroyed by fire in June, 1908. It was centrally located 
between Summit and Argo and easily accessible. Services are now held in the basement of 
the school building, a beautiful modern structure. The parishioners are taking steps to erect 
another building for the accommodation of the Summit contingent of the congregation, since 
the school building is located in Argo. The present rectory is to be converted into a home for 
the sisters, while a new rectory is to be built simultaneously with the new church and school 
building in Summit. A sum of $10,000.00 has been already collected for this purpose.

The present rectory is a brick building, spacious and modern.

St. Joseph's is a model parish. One cannot but admire the harmony prevalent among the various 
nationalities attending one church.
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Father Bona has charge of a mission at Archer and Longwood Avenues, ChicagQ. At present 
Mass is said on Sunday in a vacant store building, and two class rooms were opened in a tem-
porary hall. A new building, brick and modern, is to be dedicated before the end of the year 
1920. It will serve both as church and school. Seventy families have already settled within the 
boundaries of this mission.

Three hundred and twenty children attend the parochial school in Argo and in the city. The 
children are under the care of the Sisters of Nazareth, of Desplaines, Illinois.

The members of the various nationalities belonging to St. Joseph's Parish are grouped into 
benevolent, parish and devotional societies and organizations. The parishioners have also 
organized a building and loan association, a great asset in the locality.


