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The Church of the Good Shepherd goes back to the days when open prairies and swamplands 
around the city of Chicago were being reclaimed from nature. In the late 1840's land values 
began to boom in these outlying sections because of the Illinois-Michigan Canal, completed in 
1848. The canal ran along 35th Street, and was eventually to become the southern boundary 
of Good Shepherd Parish.

In those days this part of the countryside was called South Lawndale. Here settlers were creating 
a fertile farming area out of the low-lying, swampy land. The task was not easy. It demanded 
hard work, courage, stability and faith.

Immigrants from Europe as well as native-born Americans were among the first settlers here. 
Peter Crawford, an American, built his farmhouse at Ogden and Pulaski Roads, and as other 
newcomers moved into the area, they organized Crawford Village. Since the Chicago, Burlington 
and Quincy railroad was near, the farmers around Crawford Village had access to the city, and 
farming became the mainstay of the community.

Many of the pioneers in the area of South Lawndale were of Dutch, German and native-American 
nationality. Later they were joined by farmers of Bohemian extraction, and by 1888, the neigh-
borhood was so developed that its leaders petitioned to have it made a part of Chicago. In 1889 
the area was officially made a part of Chicago by resolution of the Cook County Commissioners.

By the dawn of the new century, agriculture began to give way to industry. The mule cars on 
26th Street were replaced by electric street cars, and in 1902 the Douglas Park Elevated reached 
the neighborhood.

Industrial plants mushroomed in 1903. The Western Electric Company moved from the Loop to 
22nd Street (Cermak), and Cicero Avenue, Nucoa, Diamond T, and other industries built factories 
along the north bank of the drainage canal, opening up new areas.

 The New Parish

By 1906 Catholics from Poland had increased to such an extent that they felt the need of a pas-
tor and a church of their own. At a meeting at Biesiada's Inn, 2801 South Kostner, a committee 
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was formed to visit Most Reverend James Edward Quigley, D.D., Archbishop of Chicago, with a 
request for a new parish. Indeed, the committee members were zealous enough to ask for the 
Archbishop's speedy approval! There were one hundred Catholic families in the area, declared 
the petitioners, and they were capable of supporting a church.

Archbishop Quigley asked them to return and to begin making house-to-house collections for 
a church, adding that it might be well to wait until the financial status of the parish was better 
established.

For a year the energetic laymen of the parish worked with enthusiasm, making house-to-house 
calls. Then they visited Archbishop Quigley again to announce that they had collected a sum of 
money and that they had even chosen a name for the parish — the Church of the Good Shepherd.

To their great joy, Archbishop Quigley gave his approval. "You have my blessing for a new church," 
he said. "I will soon send you a shepherd."

Not only did Archbishop Quigley give his blessing, but he loaned the new parish $4,000, en-
trusting this amount for the new church to Reverend W. Furman, pastor of nearby St. Casimir's 
Church. In June of 1907, Archbishop Quigley appointed Reverend Alexander Jung to be the 
founding pastor.

The new parish of The Good Shepherd was carved out of a western segment of St. Casimir's 
Parish and an eastern portion of St. Mary of Czestochowa's Parish, and its area of influence was 
enlarged to include other adjoining parishes since it was to be a national Polish parish.

Today Good Shepherd's territory is bounded on the north by Ogden Avenue, on the south by 
the Drainage Canal at 35th Street, on the east by Central Park, and on the west by the railroad 
tracks at Cicero.

 Founding Pastor

Reverend Alexander Jung was pastor at St. Mary's, Downers Grove, when he was appointed the 
founding pastor of Good Shepherd. The functions of a founding pastor are always arduous, and 
in Father Jung's case this call to duty was no exception because he also retained his position as 
pastor of St. Mary's for another year.

In 1908, he was relieved of St. Mary's Parish and became resident pastor here. He first lived in 
the Kurdy's old family home at 2734 South Kolin with Mr. Moglicki, the first organist, and Mr. 
Moglicki's mother, who cooked and did the housework. But soon he moved to the old Napolski 
brick house at 2724 South Kolin. In 191 2, he built the present rectory and moved in.

In July of 1907, Father Jung began making the rounds of the one-hundred Polish families living in 
the Krakow area. They quickly donated $180.15 toward the new church. Meanwhile, Mr. Biesiada 
and his comrades were running a fair around Biesiada's Inn for the same purpose. The prizes 
(12 ducks) were so tempting that $111.50 was raised in one night. Father Jung was not one to 
overlook a good thing when he saw it so he continued the fair to the following Saturday night.
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Father Jung's friend in Hawthorne (Cicero), Father Czajkowski, had a house-to-house collection 
at St. Mary of Czestochowa for Good Shepherd. Benefit picnics at Libuse Park were well attended 
by people from St. Mary's, Good Shepherd, and St. Casimir's. Funds were rolling in; the parish 
was building a solid financial foundation, thanks to the generosity of its pioneers and its friends 
in adjoining Polish parishes.

 The First Church

Ten lots, then valued at $2,950, became the prospective site of the proposed church. Not long 
after this land addition, the parish purchased an assembly hall formerly used by a Swedish 
Protestant denomination on 28th and Kedvale. The parishioners delightedly watched the trans-
ferred of their new church, via rollers, down 28th Street to Kolin. The one room, frame building 
became the concrete center of the newly formed parish.

In their common worship in this small church, parishioners, spurred on by their pastor's successful 
efforts to create a tight knit community, formed a well-spring of the faith and generosity that 
their pioneer life demanded. A new need, however, was becoming evident as the parish grew. 
Since the total family was to be served by the parish, Father Jung lost no time in laying plans 
for a parish educational plant. Resourcefully, Father searched for a religious community to give 
substance to his dream of a parish school. The Felician Sisters responded in 1910 by sending five 
Sisters to staff Good Shepherd School. Sister Mary Adamina, Superior and Principal, and Sisters 
Mary Laurentia, Mary Wilhelmina, Mary Sophronia, and Barbara, accepting the challenge, faced 
the pioneer venture ahead of them with the spirit generated by Father Jung.

They temporarily set up school in the single parish building — the renovated Swedish meeting hall 
which also served as a church. Old-fashioned coal burners were a reality of the day and hauling 
coal and stoking stoves were awarded a place in the upper grade student's school schedule.

Spirited or not, winter proved the building insufficient for the demands of the school and with 
each crowded Sunday, the need for a new church edifice became more apparent. Plans began 
formulating in Father Jung's mind. By 1912, he was able to put his plan into action.

A centrally heated, two-story brick structure arose that year, dwarfing the small wooden church 
next door. The ground floor became the new church. As in the case of the first church, dedicated 
women of the parish helped to enhance the interior with their home-sewn altar cloths.

Above the church, three classrooms and a Sisters' quarters comprised the second story. Its 
facilities were limited but they were a vast improvement over the previous situation.

The momentous move created a vacancy in the small church that did not last long. The parish-
ioners now had a center for social as well as liturgical functions and Father Jung encouraged the 
formation of parish groups for spiritual, fraternal, service and fundraising benefits for the parish.

Many of these societies sponsored yearly picnics during depression times. They ran charity 
balls for the poor of the parish at Dumanowski Hall, 2702 South Kildare. In all of these works, 
they generously helped by two well-established savings and loan associations: Good Shepherd 
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Building and Loan Association (now Second Federal) and Krakow Building and Loan Association. 
Both associations have played a large part in helping parishioners to own their own homes in 
the parish. Those were not easy times for the people from Poland. The parishioners suffered 
from work layoffs, discrimination, epidemics, and poverty.

When America joined the Allies in April of 1917, the parish became an Army Base. Camp Grant 
was located on the 2700-2800 blocks on South Kostner and Camp Fort Dodge lay in the 2600-
2700 block of Kostner. Ironically, it was a year of music for everybody because the Army Band 
staged a concert almost nightly, open to the public. Business boomed; strong, healthy dough-
boys, leaving on weekend passes with ravenous appetites, stripped the local bakeries, meat 
markets, and notions stores of their stock.

When President Wilson appealed to all to celebrate the Fourth of July in a special way. Father 
Jung, with the cooperation of an Army Major, staged a miniature Cecil B. DeMille spectacle. 
Two large companies of soldiers marching in perfect step, an Army band blasting away with 
Sousa marches, elaborate floats, and a large number of parading society members formed an 
in¬spiring and impressive Fourth of July celebration.

Father Jung brought solace to his parishioners during the war, increasing his visits to console 
all the Gold Star Mothers whose sons had died in France. In 1918, working to the last with the 
sick and the dying at the height of the influenza epidemic, not sparing himself, he succumbed 
to that scourge and died in October, 1918. He was laid to rest in Resurrection Cemetery.

Reverend Francis Wojciechowski was appointed pastor of Good Shepherd by George Cardinal 
Mundelein on November 4, 1918. He took charge on November 10, the vigil of that Armistice 
Day which ended the carnage of World War I.

In 1919, a year after he came to Good Shepherd, Father Wojciechowski made extensive changes 
in the church and school edifice, adding another story. The church itself was altered and redec-
orated, and steam heat was installed.

The population increase in our parish continued year by year, so that a decade later, Father 
Wojciechowski saw the necessity for a new church. In April of 1932 he issued the first call for 
funds. Within a few weeks the women of the parish presented him with the first check for one 
thousand dollars.

But the Great Depression of the 30's was no easy time for the pastor or his parishioners. There 
was little money available and the building fund remained low. Happily, however, 1932 marked 
the twenty-fifth year of the founding of Good Shepherd, and Father Wojcie¬chowski announced 
the celebration of a Silver Jubilee. The parishioners, tired of the gloom and sadness of the three 
preceding years, now found something to rejoice over.

 Silver Jubilee

On Sunday, June 26, 1932, the parish enthusiastically celebrated the 25th Anniversary of its 
creation by Archbishop Quigley. The day began with a Solemn High Mass of Thanksgiving cel-
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ebrated by Reverend Bruno Czajkowski, pastor of St. Mary of Częstochowa Parish. Reverend 
Julius Gilewski was deacon, and Reverend Walter Chalminski acted as sub-deacon. The ser-
mon was preached by Canon Casimir Gronkowski, pastor of St. Adalbert Parish. Priests in the 
sanctuary included Father Wojciechowski, Pastor of Good Shepherd, Reverend James Strzycki, 
Pastor of Five Holy Martyrs Parish, and Father Raymond, Order of Friars.

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon, all parish societies congregated for Vespers in the church. Father 
Raymond, O.F.M., led the chant, and assisted by Reverend Walter Chełmiński and Reverend 
Julius Gilewski. The outdoor Jubilee program followed Vespers. At about 2:30 all began as-
sembling for a procession that took the marchers north on Kolin Avenue to 27th Street, over 
to Kildare, south to 30th Street, and back to Kolin, ending at what was our parking lot, where 
the Jubilee program prepared by the Jubilee Committee and the Felician Sisters took place.

The school children participated in this celebration, and it was a notable year for the school. 
In 1932 there were 400 students and nine sisters, as compared with the handful of students 
who were taught by the five nuns who came to Good Shepherd in 1910.

After administering the parish through the crucial years of the country's Depression, Father 
Wojciechowski succumbed to a heart attack in December, 1943.

Reverend Alois Szczerkowski was appointed pastor of Good Shepherd in January, 1944, by 
His Eminence Samuel Cardinal Stritch. Father Szczerkowski, a native of Chicago, was the first 
American-born pastor of the parish. He was ordained in 1915, and after serving as associate 
pastor in three churches in Chicago, he was sent to do pioneer founding work in Nebraska. After 
four years he returned to Chicago, and at the time of his appointment to Good Shepherd had 
served his church in a priestly capacity for nearly thirty years. His administrative experience 
was to prove most valuable to Good Shepherd.

During his pastorate here he was honored by the Holy Father with the ecclesiastical title of 
Domestic Prelate, Officer of the Papal Household.

More precious to Monsignor than the title accorded him by Rome was the status he achieved 
among his people at Good Shepherd. Known for his ready availability, the pastor would extend 
his priesthood after Sunday Masses to warmly meet and greet his parishioners. His closeness to 
the schoolchildren was known throughout the parish. His pastorally concern for their welfare 
expressed itself in constantly on-going renovations in the school — new windows, painting, 
fluorescent fixtures, new blackboards, projection equipment and other changes brought the 
school up-to-date. The modernization of the church was also undertaken and in 1957 the 
vestibule was remodeled and a modern oil-heating plant was installed. It was during this time 
that new pews and windows were installed in the church.

 Golden Jubilee

The 50th Anniversary of the founding of Good Shepherd was celebrated on April 27, 1958, 
with a Solemn High Mass and banquet.
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The faculty and student body of the school took part in the Golden Jubilee celebration. Much 
enthusiasm and gratitude was expressed for the total enrollment of 427 children — an all-time 
high since the opening of the school in 1910.

 The New Convent

In July of 1960 Monsignor Al, as he liked to be called, received approval from the Archdiocese 
for the building of a new convent on the site of the first church. A few months later the cor-
nerstone of the building was blessed, and on September 24, 1961, Bishop Raymond Hillinger, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, blessed the new three-story convent.

This speedy construction was possible through the enthusiasm and zeal of the pastor and the 
architectural team of McCaughey, Erickson, Kristman and Stillwaugh.

Other improvements to the parish buildings were also made — a sprinkling system in the 
school rooms and new lavatory facilities for the schoolchildren.

In 1963 Right Reverend Monsignor Alois Szczerkowski died, working to the last. He had served 
his Church as a priest for forty-eight years and had administered the affairs of the parish for 
twenty years.

Reverend Anthony Ziober was appointed pastor of Good Shepherd on December 17, 1963, 
by His Eminence Albert Cardinal Meyer. Father Ziober, like his predecessor, was born in Chica-
go. He attended St. Barbara and St. Camillus Schools before his studies for the priesthood at 
Quigley Preparatory and St. Mary of the Lake Seminaries. He was ordained April 18, 1936, and 
was assigned to St. Josaphat's Church. During World War II Father Ziober served as Chaplain in 
the European theatre. On his return to civilian life he was assigned to Immaculate Conception 
Parish from 1946 to 1958, then to St. Florian's from 1958 to 1959, and to Ss. Peter and Paul 
from 1959 to 1963.

Father Ziober began his administration of the parish by making a comprehensive survey of its 
needs. The 1950s and 1960's had brought many changes to Good Shepherd. The church edifice 
was fifty years old, badly in need of repair, and in any case it was too small to accommodate the 
increasing population of the parish. So Father Ziober began to plan a building program which 
would meet the requirements of the parish. Estimates for the new church and for the partial 
renovation of the School had to be made, an architect had to be chosen, and the permission 
of the Archdiocese had to be obtained before work could begin.

Early in March, 1967, Father Ziober received official permission to build a new church and to 
undertake the necessary renovations to the school. These renovations would provide an extra 
classroom, a library, faculty room, a science laboratory and a parish social center.

By the end of March, Father Ziober had announced the new building program to his parishioners 
and had called for $300,000 over and above the $124,000 already in savings at the Chancery. 
At this time the Architectural firm of Chester J. Tobolski, A.I.D., and Slezak Construction Com-
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pany, General Contractors were selected to design and build the church.

At the suggestion of John Cardinal Cody, D.D., a building committee was established calling 
together the creative and imaginative ideas of clergy, parishioners and architect. The Building 
Committee, composed of Nick Perrino, Louis Martina, Edward Delestowicz, Fred Rosenow, 
John Kurley, John Gruszka, John Kasprzyk, Joseph Sieron, Chester Polak, Stanley Bonar, Stanley 
Liss, Hank Bukowski, Jr., and George Wrobel, mulled over various plans, compared proposed 
drawings and checked prices. Plans were finalized and approved by the committee and the 
Cardinal and the 35-year-old dream became a reality with the ground-breaking.

 Ground-Breaking

The ground-breaking for the new church took place on Sunday, December 1, 1967, with Right 
Reverend Monsignor Michael Dempsey, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, breaking the sod.

A few months later the building had progressed sufficiently for the Blessing of the cornerstone. 
This ceremony was presided over on April 28, 1968, by Right Reverend Monsignor Dominic 
Diederich, Pastor Emeritus of St. Maurice Church.

 The First Mass

The First Mass was celebrated in the new church at midnight on December 25, 1968. Con-
célébrants of the Mass were Father Anthony Ziober, Constantine Klukowski, O.F.M., Alexander 
Krzywosz, and Norbert Lulinski.

 Consecration of Altar

The Altar of Sacrifice was consecrated on October 3, 1969, by Most Reverend Alfred Abramo-
wicz, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago. Within the Altar, in accordance with Catholic tradition, 
are the relics of Ss. Adeodatus and Firma.

 The New Church

Now, in 1969, our new church marks the beginning of a new era for Good Shepherd Parish. 
This book celebrates the dedication of the new church and relates its "updating" — aggiorna-
mento — in accordance with the recommendations of Vatican Council II.

The style of the church is contemporary. The entrance with its wide sweep of glass panels and 
doors, its low, semi-circular steps commands attention because it occupies nearly one third of 
the main facade. Each side of the entrance is flanked by two brick pylons, 30 feet high, sepa-
rated by vertical embrasures which admit light to the interior of the church.

Surmounting the edifice is a gleaming bell tower rising 50 feet above street level. Its delicately 
sloping aluminum ribbons converge to a simple high cross symbolizing the gathering together 
of all creation in Christ. From the tower, carillon chimes, electronically controlled, resound at 
"Angelus hours" and to summon parishioners to services. A sound repertoire of chimed ec-
clesiastical music appropriate for various occasions accompanies the regular chimes at noon 
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and at six in the evening.

On entering the church, which has a seating capacity of 650, one is impressed by the dramatic 
focus on the Altar of Sacrifice. Spotlighted by lamps hidden within the recesses of the central 
tower, the Altar demands instant attention. Directly above it, close to the ceiling, is a simple 
crucifix sculptured to emphasize meaning rather than detail.

From the deep blue carpeted main aisle, the graceful angling of the rich dark walnut benches 
makes it evident that the attention of each worshipper is being drawn altar-ward. Although it 
takes up three quarters of the church space, the nave seems to create a semi-circle, completed 
in the semi-circular design of the similarly carpeted sanctuary.

The white Travertine marble that forms the huge table of sacrifice is also used for the lectern 
and for the two sacramental centers which flank the sanctuary on each side of the altar of sac-
rifice. The arrangement accents sacramental axis of the Christian life, revolving around Baptism, 
Eucharist and the Word. The catechesis of each area is evident in the symbolism etched in gray 
on the imported Italian marble bases.

The simple pulpit, placed close to the Main Altar, indicates the close relationship between litur-
gical action and the Word of God. The candle symbol on the face of the marble stand reminds 
listeners of the Word, that Scripture has been given to Christians to shed light and understanding 
on the mystery and meaning of life.

The wheat and grape symbols were chosen for the Altar of Sacrifice to carry out the banquet 
theme of the Mass. The never-changing symbols of life-giving food invite full participation in 
the Eucharistic Meal.

The Eucharist as Christ's sustaining Presence is fittingly symbolized on the small altar of reser-
vation by the carved "Pie Pelicane," loving Pelican, ancient sign of self-sacrificing concern. The 
bronze rectangular tabernacle is faced with crosses of red baked enamel over hammered bronze.

The baptistry on the opposite side of the Altar of Sacrifice, also made of Travertine marble, holds 
a clam shell etching with water flowing from the shell indicative of the cleansing waters of the 
Sacrament. A bronze arched cover, similar in design to the church tower, is intended to convey 
the idea of entrance to the Church that is inherent in Baptism. The Paschal Candle stands near 
the marble font as a promise of the new life in Christ, the Light.

The symbolism of both sacraments is further carried out on the dramatic sanctuary backdrop 
of elongated vertical wooden strips, scaling to a height of 20 feet. Behind the altar of repose, 
bronze plaques of wheat and chalice and the sacrificial lamb tie together the theology af the 
Eucharist as a sacrifice and a sacramental meal. The real Presence of Christ in the tabernacle 
is called to the attention of the worshipper by the gold and red enameled lettering. "Behold 
the Lamb of God."

On the baptistery side the wooden-stripped wall supports a sign of the refreshing experience 
of Baptism. Three gracefully flowing bronze pieces represent the sacrament's saving waters. 
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Red and gold enameled fish, sign of the new Christian era, are superimposed on the waves. A 
gold Chi Rho, Greek symbol of Christ's name, charge the water scene with symbolic religious 
overtones.

Such a sacramental focus of interest is in accord with the recommendation of Vatican Council 
II, and indeed the simplicity of the church, its interior decor, and its altars follow the recom-
mendations of the Council with true reverence.

Traces of the new accents in the church's rites are expressed by the arrangement of the sanc-
tuary. The most striking difference is the movement of the Tabernacle. This is a return to the 
practice of the early Church of having a separate Altar of Sacrifice and Altar of Reservation, 
highlighting the former as site of the liturgical action that daily renews Redemption and Christ's 
Presence among us.

Another Vatican II oriented trend is the absence of a rail dividing sanctuary and people. This 
is obviously intended to draw the worshipper into closer participation and identification with 
the Mass.

Provisions for this participation are also evident in an additional commentator’s lectern and extra 
red upholstered chairs and kneelers which speak of a liturgy no longer reserved for the clergy.

The organ has a dominant position in the Church as an incentive for congregational singing.

In the rear of the Church, ensconced in its circular walls, are the four confessionals. Fittingly, 
the Passion of Christ is depicted by wooden bas-relief Stations of the Cross mounted on Trav-
ertine marble. These plaques are hung in a non-linear style on the light brick walls near the 
confessionals to provide the meditative atmosphere conducive to the Sacrament of Repentance.

The traditional shrines of the old church with their ornate decorations have been replaced 
by two simple shrines, situated in the mid-point of the church. In one shrine a contemporary 
bas-relief in blond wood of Christ dramatizes the great love of the Sacred Heart. The opposite 
niche contains a similarly carved Holy Family. The austerity of the wood is off-set by the warm 
red glow of modern electrical votive lights.

The long, slim, stained-glass windows are of contemporary "faceted" glass, set in epoxy, and 
chipped to produce gleaming lights from various angles. Each mosaic window develops a theme 
based on symbolic references in scripture. The Marian window uses allusions to the Mother 
of God drawn from the Old Testament for the litany — "Tower of David," "Mystical Rose," and 
"Morning Star." The Sacramental window portrays traditional symbols for each of the seven 
channels of grace given us by Christ. The opposite rear window focuses on the Eucharist repenting 
symbols used elsewhere in the church decor. Rounding to the second front window, symbols of 
the Passion of Christ witness the Christian belief in the possibility of creative suffering.

The totality of the architecture and artwork which embellishes Good Shepherd Church is aimed 
at creating artistic expressions, the distance between the worshipper and his God. By envelop-
ing the Christian in sacramental symbolism, the atmosphere of his house of prayer draws him 
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closer to the realization that religion is essentially related to everyday life. If the new lines and 
look of Good Shepherd Parish does this for its parishioners, the long waiting years of working 
to build this temple will have been worth the momentous effort expended.


