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In the April 1978 issue of the New York Magazine it was stated: "Spectacular views, 

turn-of-the-century architecture, and a river-town feeling are going for moderate prices on the 

Brooklyn side of Williams- burgh—but only to the intrepid. This neighborhood —along and near 

the East River from the navy yard to Grand Street—is tough, and some of the streets surrounding it 

can be very mean. But still the pioneers are moving in, turning this manufacturing area into 

Brooklyn's newest renovation zone." 

This "rising from the ashes" represents the light at the end of the tunnel for a neighborhood, a 

civic entity, which is struggling to rehabilitate itself from the plundering inroads of local 

manufacturing firms. It is an honest effort at taking back what has been for the most part a 

residential area with local commercial entities spread along the waterfront. It was a thriving 

community of multi-ethnic peoples, happy to live, work and relax in familiar surroundings and 

strong family ties. There was growth and expansion, there was active family life and economic 

stability. Not necessarily an easy life but a life upon which many of its past residents can look on 

with pride and satisfaction. 

But this is the Williamsburgh of the 70's and 80's in which we are living and which is so 

grafically described in the New York Magazine, a Williamsburgh which, having fallen to its knees 

has not counted itself as "out" but only stunned. 

At the turn of the century it was a different story. It was a time of building a community, small 

family shops, factories, businesses of one kind or another were springing up in Williamsburgh 

Commercial enterprises, banks were multiplying in an attempt to serve the growing community. 

Brooklyn has been known as the borough of Churches and Williamsburgh has its share of churches 

in all denominations. These too have sprung up to serve the many peoples of various ethnic 

backgrounds. It is the story of one such Church which captures our attention today. The interesting 

and inspiring story of Our Lady of Consolation Church, a story which invokes fond and ever 

young memories. 

Williamsburgh in 1909 embraced hundreds of families of newly-arrived Polish immigrants as 

well as long established Polish residents. But they had no Polish church of their own. The nearest 

Polish parish was St. Stanislaus Kostka in Greenpoint. It was here that for years they assembled for 

Sunday Mass, for Vespers and other devotions. It was St. Stanislaus Elementary School that their 

children attended. The desire for a more convenient parish and school became very strong. Having 

a common cause the people did what we would do today, organize. A fraternal and benevolent 

society was formed, "The Society of the Transfiguration of our Lord." The date was August 24, 

1906 with a total of 15 members. They were enthused with the basic soundness of their purpose. In 

due time they presented their petition for a Polish priest and a Polish parish to Bishop McDonnell 

of the Brooklyn Diocese. Inspired by the earnestness of their appeal and convinced of the need for 

a parish church for the immigrant people to be served in their own language, Bishop McDonnell 

approved this plan. The Bishop then looked to the Church of St. Joseph in Jamaica to a young 

assistant named Rev. Alexius A. Jarka, just eighteen months ordained. Father Jarka came to Sts. 

Peter and Paul's Rectory in Williamsburgh to take up residency with the purpose of verifying the 

needs of the Polish people and the feasibility of establishing a church for them. Ten days afcer his 

arrival, Fr. Jarka began in earnest to serve his special flock. On Sunday, February 21, 1909 the 

people of Williamsburgh were attending their first Mass in Polish as the nucleus of the new parish. 



Father Jarka announced to the people at this Sunday morning Mass: "Every Sunday at 7:00 a.m. 

Mass will be offered for you Polish people. In order to show your desire for a Church and a priest 

and in order to show yourself as a group of substantial number and to show appreciation for what 

the Bishop in these days has done for you, attend conscientiously these Masses on Sunday morn-

ings." The next Sunday, February 28th was the first Sunday of Lent and so Fr. Jarka announced 

that at 3:00 p.m. each Sunday afternoon of Lent he will conduct the traditional Passion service 

called "Gorzkie Zale." Showing forth his administrative talents, Fr. Jarka immediately announced 

his schedule for office hours (up to 10:00 a.m. in the morning and from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the 

evening), times for baptism at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoons, funerals at 9:00 a.m., confessions 

on Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and from 7:30 p.m. on, weekday Masses at 8:00 a.m. 

Anxious to provide religious instructions for the youth of the parish, Fr. Jarka began his catechism 

instructions immediately on the second Sunday in the life of his new flock, February 28, 1909. As 

a priest, aware of the economic needs of a growing parish, he arranged for collectors and for 

routine collections to be taken up. 

The people, happy with the beginnings of their new parish, as humble as it was, were willing to 

support it and to give extra donations in the form of vestments and vessels used during the Church 

liturgies. An early list of donors and their donations is available to show the response of the Polish 

people to the needs of their Church. The census, having been taken in the meantime and showing 

that there was fertile ground for a Polish parish, property was acquired on the south side of 

Metropolitan Avenue between Berry Street and Bedford Avenue. At the time of the purchase 

Metropolitan Avenue was considered a well-to-do street leading to the East River with its pier and 

playground area. Dedication and enthusiasm brought its rich fruits. Only fifteen months after his 

arrival the solemn blessing of the church's cornerstone took place on May 8, 1910. The completed 

building was solemnly dedicated and blessed by Bishop McDonnell on December 11, 1910. 

Father Jarka took up permanent residence at 184 Metropolitan Avenue in March, 1911. In 

1928 a two- story attached extension was added to the original rectory. But the life and activity of 

any parish is in the growth and expansion of its families and children. To provide for an education 

for the children Father Jarka asked the Felician Sisters to staff the six classroom school. The school 

soon proved to be too small. In 1923 eight more classes added to the original school, more than 

doubling its size to fourteen classrooms. More than the 3 R's were taught here. In addition to the 

usual curriculum the Polish language was especially stressed, leaving most of its students with a 

workable knowledge of this language for many years to come. Fr. Jarka believed that a second 

language doubled your education. Polish literature, songs and history deepened the students 

appreciation for his Polish culture and heritage. Families multiplied, lived in the warming shadow 

of a caring priest and a responsive parish. Our Lady of Consolation was a true family community. 

With the addition of the playground next to the rectory in 1950 the parish plant was completed. It 

was never a very large parish numbering only about 1500 families but it did effect its primary goal 

to be the center of the Polish community in Williamsburgh. In 1959 the parish celebrated its 

Golden Jubilee, fifty years of service to the Polish people of Williamsburgh. The pastor, now 

Monsignor Jarka, celebrated his 50th year as its pastor —surely an unusual milestone in the life of 

a priest. Bishop Bryan McEntegart, the Bishop of Brooklyn, said: "Seldom is it given to a priest of 

God to found a parish and then to serve the people of that parish for half a century. The zeal and 

effectiveness with which he has carried out his pastoral responsibilities are evident in this beautiful 

church, in the school, in the rectory and convent, but most of all, in the lives of the devoted 

parishioners who gather round him on this jubilee day." 



But the year 1959 was already showing the slow disintegration of the once very popular and 

populated area. World War II had brought in heavy machinery industries; other businesses that 

started out small increased during the war and expanded their premises to the detriment of the 

residents of what was always considered an area of mutually accepted mixture of commerce and 

residences. There were no safeguards 

to prevent undue expansion of industry and commerce so that even the remaining families found it 

difficult to maintain block areas that would be conducive to family life. Slowly families exited and 

industry expanded. Yes, the neighborhood was slowly dying. However, because of the loyalty of 

many remaining families, the area did not deteriorate totally. There were fighters who dug in and 

held out, reminiscent of the pioneer spirit of old. 

Public services were discontinued; Greenpoint Hospital was all but closed leaving only 

emergency services available to the community. Precinct 92 of the New York City Police 

Department on the corner of North First Street and Bedford Avenue was closed. Continued city 

cutbacks in services could eventually spell the doom of any viable community. The combination of 

rezoning in favor of industry, cutbacks in city services had stimulated the exodus of families out of 

the Williamsburgh area and out of the parish of Our Lady of Consolation. Fewer families meant 

fewer children and this eventually affected the school population of our parochial school. Our 

Lady of Consolation school had to face the inevitable, its ultimate closing. With several schools 

operating in the area sharing the few hundred school children in our community, decisions had to 

be made regarding the best use of the student- teacher-school situation. There was need for re- 

evaluation. When the final decision was made, Our Lady of Consolation was one of the schools to 

be closed. And so it came to pass that on June, 1977 our school was closed. This in turn will 

contribute to the further weakening of the parish fabric. 

During this slow decline of the parish and the area, Msgr. Jarka resigned the pastorate of Our 

Lady of Consolation parish because of age and Father Francis Gtrochola became the new pastor in 

1965. His long association with Msgr. Jarka, as an assistant, provided for a smooth and quiet 

transition and at the same time a continuation of maintaining a healthy and productive parish under 

difficult conditions. In 1968 Father Grochola was transferred to the parish of St. Josaphat in 

Bayside to continue his effective priestly service there. 

Our Lady of Consolation received a new Pastor, Rev. Marian A. Budny. Taking over the reigns 

of the parish at this time was a real challenge and a time for hard and difficult decisions to be made. 

One of the most painful decisions that had to be made by Fr. Budny was the closing of the school 

and to bear the great disappointment of the parishioners. It was a situation that greatly affected him 

as Pastor. The closing of the school and the final departure of the Felician Sisters from our parish 

left the church with not only an empty school but with an empty convent as well. After serious 

evaluation of the situation, Fr. Budny had negotiated the rental of the convent building to the State 

of New York to be used as a residence for handicapped children. It was a decision which proved 

once again that our parish was at service to the community willing to cooperate in alleviating to the 

best of its ability adverse social conditions. The children took up their residence in the fall of 1979 

two years after the Sisters left the convent. 

The closing of the school saddened and further weakened a beleaguered people trying to save 

their neighborhood. At the same time another fight was in progress. A fight to save the Firehouse 

on Wythe Avenue, which housed Engine Company 212, from being closed. Here, again, the 

neighborhood was to be stripped of a vital community service. But the people of the community 



said, "enough, we are not going to stand for it." On November 21, 1975, five hundred angry 

Northside residents met at the firehouse to protest the closing of Engine Co. 212. The Northside 

residents blocked the fire engine in its quarters and held it hostage. The confrontation continued 

for well over a year. During this period the firehouse was called the "People's Firehouse" because it 

was staffed and operated by community people. Finally, on June 17, 1978, some two and one half 

years after the battle began, Engine Co. 212 was placed back into active service. A dormant 

potential has finally been put to work. People began to appreciate their potential and the ability to 

unite and make things happen. They applied this formula and technique in order to stabilize the 

community and to vitalize it; to bring it back to life. Renovation, rehabilitation and reinvestment 

were terms which became familiar. A new spirit has come back into the old neighborhood. Again, 

Our Lady of Consolation Parish became involved in the local needs of the community by 

becoming the rallying point for a new wave of residents. People, again, coming from Poland as did 

the first members of this parish and founders of Our Lady of Consolation Church, looking for a 

place where they can worship in their own language and socialize with compatriots. History has 

begun to repeat itself. The Church was again being filled with the newly arrived Polish people 

giving it greater vitality and at the same time populating the surrounding area. It was the 

springtime of the parish with new life and new hope. And in September of 1979 a new pastor for 

Our Lady of Consolation Church. Fr. Arthur Demski, until this time an assistant, becomes the 

fourth Pastor of the parish. Fr. Budny became pastor of St. Josaphat's Parish in Bayside. With the 

assistance of Polish priests from Poland, Fr. Demski was able to offer Church services that 

attracted many to the Church strengthening it in the process. The Church has become the magnet 

drawing our new population to familiar streets and shops. A new labor force has entered our midst 

to bring life and children's voices, families are settling in again with hopes of finding their way in 

the American way of life. Others also are coming into our neighborhood because of its quaint- ness 

and nearness to the "Big Apple." Professional people, artists, people of the theatre are acquiring 

old brownstones, loft buildings, improving them, renovating them and occupying them. Yes, our 

neighborhood has fallen onto one knee and was almost out but it is beginning to raise itself up 

again. Any substantial transformation of the neighborhood will take years, but community groups 

seem well organized and determined to upgrade the area. 

Our Lady of Consolation Church just by its sheer presence has contributed much to the 

stabilization of the Williamsburgh community. The parishioners can be justly proud of their 

accomplishments and especially the spirit of survival which has never abated. In Febru- rary 1984 

a new Pastor, Rev. Marion A. Gural, arrived to continue what has been the history of Our Lady of 

Consolation Church, maintaining a Church which cares for and serves the spiritual needs of the 

people and also the community needs of Williamsburgh. 

Religious Vocations from Our Lady of Consolation Parish: 

 

Rev. Emil Balutowski  

Rev. Msgr. Edward Fus  

Rev. Thomas Obarowski  

Rev. Marion A. Gural  

Rev. Alfred Tumielewicz 

Rev. Adalbert Kalenty, OFM 

rev. Richard Tulko, OFM 

Rev. John Tulko, OFM 



Rev. Edward Wróblewski, M.M. 

 

Felician Sisters: 

 

Sr. Mary Heladia Frydrych  

Sr. Mary Eustelle Serafin  

Sr. Mary Riseria Halat  

Sr. Mary DeArc Stec  

Sr. Mary Joseph Byczek  

Sr. Mary Alexis Oleszczuk  

Sr. Mary Ignatius Korzeniewska  

Sr. May Julianna Deptuch  

Sr. Marie Jo Ann Lewko  

Sr. Mary Melchiora Zak 

Sr. Mary Constance Kopec  

Sr. Mary Canisia Firaza  

Sr. Mary Vitalia Serafin  

Sr. Mary Eustasia Sochacka 

 

Sisters of the Resurection: 

Sr. Mary Eustella Kozakiewicz 

 

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament: 

 

Sr. Mary Catherine Hladio 

Sr. Mary Annette Pytko  

Sr. Mary Cyrian Urban  

Sr. Mary Juvencia Sawicka  

Sr. Mary Honorata Kamińska  

Sr. Mary Azaria Hopek  

Sr. Mary Tecla Wiacek  

Sr. Mary Theodora Samojedna  

Sr. Mary Dunstana Pawłowska  

Sr. Mary Ivona Wasielewska 

 

Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth: 

Sr. Mary Catherine Grosiak  

Sr. Mary Rosa Lima Balutowska 

 

Maryknoll Sisters: 

Sr. Mary Marysia Zawadzka 

 

Dominican Sisters: 

Sr. Mary Barbara Theresa 

 
 
 


