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On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the Rector of Our Lady of 

Czenstochova parish, it is fitting to unite a brief history of the parish. In order to 

know its origin, it is necessary to revert to the mother Church of all the Polish 

parishes in the diocese—St. Casimire's on Greene Avenue. 

When the first petition to establish a Polish parish was made to the late Bishop, 

Rt. Rev. John Loughlin, there were hardly twenty-five Polish families in Brooklyn. 

The late Rt. Rev. Bishop granted their request willingly, send ing a Polish priest to 

them, the Rev. Father Joseph Niedzielski, who purchased a small building on 

Tillary and Lawrence Streets. Father Niedzielski labored zealously among his flock 

until he was called to his reward by his Master.  

Father Niedzielski's successors were Father Joseph Marcinkowski, later Father 

H. Baranski and Father Vincent Bronikowski. Mention of the above pioneer priests 

is made because of the imprint they left on the memories of the old parishioners. 

The original building which was used for worship soon proved to be too small. This 

urged Father Bronikowski to purchase a larger building for worship, so he 

purchased a church on Greene Avenue. Father Bronikowski was shortly succeeded 

by Father Leo Wysiecki, who, after a few years rectorship, found it fitting to divide 

his parish because of the long distance some had to come to attend Mass. Therefore, 

he purchased property on 24th Street, South Brooklyn, including a small building 

which was used as a temporary Church and, hence, the seed of the parish of Our 

Lady of Czenstochova (then a mission).  

Simultaneous with this, was organized a parish in Greenpoint, now St. 

Stanislaus Kostka's, to which the Rev. Father Leo Wysiecki was assigned as Rector. 

This left the Rev. Jubilarian in charge of St. Casimire's and its mission, Our Lady of 

Czenstochova. Thus begins the history of Father Puchalski's work in his present 

parish. On Sundays and holidays he would say Mass at Casimire's, thence go to the 

Mission Church and say another; this was done for three years. In 1898 the diocese 

was fortunate in obtaining another laborer in the vineyard of the Lord, Father A. 

Nawrocki, D.D., who was appointed Rector of St. Casimire's, while the Rev. 

Jubilarian was appointed Rector of Our Lady of Czenstochova parish. The faithful 

worshipped in the old building until 1904 when it was destroyed by fire. 

Father Puchalski immediately began the erection of the present beautiful 

Gothic edifice which speaks for itself, appreciated by all lovers of architectural 

beauty. The corner stone was blessed and set by the Rt. Rev. Charles E. McDonnell. 

D.D., on the 16th of July, 1904. It was not long after when the Church was 

completed. It was blessed by the late Vicar General, the Rt. Rev. Mons. Joseph P. 

McNamara, on the 18th of December of the same year. The interior of the Church 
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was artistically decorated in 1917, making it one of the most beautiful edifices in 

the East, of Polish churches. After completing the church, the Rev. Jubilarian set 

about building a rectory. 

The history of the parish would only be half told, would no mention be made of 

the school which, in every detail, meets all requirements of an up- to-date school. 

When Father Puchalski took charge of the parish, there was a small school of four 

class-rooms, the children numbering about one hundred. This number began to 

increase rapidly so Father Puchalski, seeing the need of a larger school, 

energetically set about building a new substantial fire-proof structure which 

comprises 13 class-rooms, and auditorium with a seating capacity of 800, and  

well-equipped clubrooms for the young men of the parish. Work of the Rev. 

Jubilarian did not alone consist in building structures, but if we consider the various 

well organized societies for men, women, youth and children in the parish, we must 

admire his zeal, skill and energy, which have borne bountiful fruit. He can well 

boast of having the largest church society in the East, namely, St. Adalbert's 

Society, Group number 211 of the Roman-Catholic Union, having 1,000 members, 

of which he is chaplain and bas been district chaplain of the East at  various times. 

The Societies of the Parish number 25 groups which are affiliated with large 

organizations, organized all over the United States. To go into detail of every 

society would take up too much space so, for brevity, mention will be made of 

societies which are religious in purpose such as St. Adalbert's, St. Joseph's, Our 

Lady of Czenstochova, St. Aloysius. These societies are for men and youths. 

Sodalities of Children of Mary, Rosary Society, Sacred Heart League, Third Order 

of St. Francis, and Guardian Angel Sodality for children. To organize and keep up 

all these societies for the twenty-five years, for all were organized from the 

beginning of the parish, we can say—well done, faithful servant of God, may God 

bless you with twenty-five more years of such fruitful labor. 


