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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PARISH AND CHURCH OF ST JOSEPH 

Jamaica, New York 

Złoty Jubileusz 1904-1954 Parafii św. Józefa w Jamaica, NY 

For the Polish parish of St. Joseph in Jamaica, New York, the year 1954 has a special 

significance because it was epochal in its development — it was the golden jubilee year of 

its existence. One half century ago the parish was organized, later a house of God and a 

school built, lived with and nourished with spiritual life all those who belonged to it. A 

parish is one cell of the Mystical Body of Christ, — the Church and its mission is to give 

life, supernatural life, and to join with and lead souls to God for eternal happiness. He who 

sees in a parish not only a place for the administration of the Sacraments, but a family 

whose Head and Teacher is Christ, will understand more readily how important a parish 

can and should be for individual happiness. This thought makes fidelity, love and devotion 

to the parish an easier duty, and the golden jubilee observance an occasion of holy joy. 

It is difficult to determine when the first Pole came to the city of Jamaica, but about the 

year 1894 Polish seekers of freedom and means of a livelihood, began to settle here and 

their number grew rapidly. 

But away from their homeland, they felt forlorn because these — their homeland, their 

families and their mother tongue — united them with the life of Holy Mother the Church, 

and only in that Mother, Who understood their language, their customs and their love for 

Her, could they find complete protection and solicitude. 

In their filial devotion to the Church, they made sacrifices to receive the Sacraments at 

St. Mary's Church, Parsons Blvd., Jamaica. 

Realizing the necessity of a parish to satisfy the spiritual needs of the Polish people and 

to preserve their love of national unity, Father Emil Strenski, (now Monsignor Strenski) at 

the request of the late Bishop of Brooklyn, His Excellency Charles Edward McDonnell, 

began to encourage the members of St. Joseph's Society, organized in 1900, to ponder over 

the question of organizing a parish. 

In 1904 the decision was made to organize a parish under the protection of St. Joseph, 

with Monsignor Strenski as the head. Within a short time he presented the whole plan for 

the founding of St. Joseph's Parish to his Bishop, who received and blessed the holy project 

and nominated Msgr. Strenski as the first pastor of the parish of St. Joseph. 

The history of St. Joseph's parish does not differ from that of any other. The story of the 

mustard seed may well be applied to its organization dating back 50 years. 

To Msgr. Strenski, its founder and its organizer, much must be accredited for its 

flowering existence at the present time. Like all pioneering men of God, with the true 

Apostolic zeal and spirit of sacrifice, he whole-heartedly devoted himself to the service of 

the Polish people in Jamaica, that it can be very well said of him, "he came, he saw and he 

conquered". For with less than 100 poor Polish immigrant families, he started, under many 

difficulties and privations, to build St. Joseph's parish, then a rural farmland, but the Polish 
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inhabitants, people rich in faith and love of God, were able to carry the burden of a church, 

school, rectory and convent from its very inception. 

After the foundation for both, a strong spiritual and material parish was laid and in 

progress, Msgr. Strenski labored zealously at St. Joseph's until 1917, when again he was 

transferred to Greenpoint to organize and to found a new parish — Saints Cyril and Me-

thodius. 

Msgr. Strenski's successor was the late Msgr. Stanislaus Rysiakiewicz, who like his 

predecessor, continued this work of God until 1950, when God called him to his eternal 

reward. 

The present pastor, Rev. John Regulski, succeeded Msgr. Rysiakiewicz, and like his 

illustrious predecessors, continues their great work for God and for both spiritual and 

material welfare of souls. 

Father Regulski, in his short tenure of office as pastor, has accomplished great spiritual 

progress for the parish as well as making a number of improvements in all parish buildings. 

He renovated and remodeled the church, school, rectory and convent. 

As for the religious life, St. Joseph's parish has many vocations to the priesthood, 

brotherhood and sisterhood. It has many church societies and youth organizations, all 

working for the greater honor and glory of God. Its civic and social standing in the com-

munity ranks highly. 

At present, the pastor, Father Regulski, is assisted in his parish labors by Rev. Edmund 

A. Mankowski and Rev. Thomas R. Obarowski, who have worked zealously and devotedly 

for the welfare of the spiritual family of St. Joseph. 

The trustees of the parish are Mr. John Wysocki and Mr. Joseph Niemczyk. 

On Sunday, October 24, 1954, a Solemn High Mass of Thanksgiving was offered at 12 

o'clock noon and Most Rev. Raymond A. Kearney, S.T.D., Auxiliary Bishop presided. 

After the Mass, His Excellency read the Apostolic Benediction imparted by the Sovereign 

Pontiff, Pope Pius XII to the clergy, religious and laity of the parish. To this he also added 

the congratulations and good wishes of our Archbishop Molloy, D.D., Bishop Boardman, 

S.T.D., Auxiliary Bishop and his own personal greetings. 

Therefore, on this 50th Anniversary of St. Joseph's Parish, we rejoice in a spirit of 

gratitude thanking Almighty God for his innumerable blessings, both spiritual and 

temporal, imploring His guidance under the protection of His Blessed Mother and St. 

Joseph. May They then be for the parish and its leaders, an ideal, a joy and a reward! Ad 

multos annos. 


