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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF ST. CASIMIR, PARISH 

St. Casimir Church. 90
th

 Anniversary 1875-1965, p. 9-10 

 

Sunday, November 7th, 1965 is a historic day for St. Casimir parish, located on 

Greene Avenue in Kings County. It will celebrate its ninetieth anniversary. 

It is the oldest Polish parish in all of Brooklyn and Long Island. Its beginnings reach 

to 1875. Since St. James, on Jay Street, the first Catholic parish in Brooklyn, began in 

1822, there arose other Catholic institutions in the one-mile-square district around it. 

Among these was St. Casimir, established by Bishop John Loughlin for the Polish families 

which settled in the vicinity of the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

The Reverend Joseph Niedzielski was entrusted with the founding of the parish. The 

first church building was a structure on Tillary and Lawrence Streets, which was purchased 

from the Second Baptist Church. It was dedicated as St. Casimir Church on December 5, 

1875. It no longer exists. The pioneer pastor was succeeded in 1878 by Rev. Aurelius 

Blawaczynski for one year. The Rev. Henry Cichocki followed as pastor till 1883. In that 

year, Rev. Stanislaus Marcinkowski, who stayed till 1887, took over the administration of 

the parish. He founded a parish school in 1883. Its life however was short. It closed in 

1901. 

Rev. Hippolytus Baranski served the parish through 1889. The growing number of 

parishioners called for a larger church building. Not far from the original church, the Right 

Reverend Monsignor Vincent Bronikawski, the next pastor (1889-1892) purchased a 

Jewish synagogue, the Temple Israel, at 44 Greene Avenue, between Carlton Avenue and 

Adelphi Street. This was in 1890. (This synagogue served the Jewish Community since 

1878. Its previous tenant was "The Church of the Redeemer".) Monsignor Bronikowski 

reconverted the building into its present physical exterior state. It was dedicated by Bishop 

Loughlin on November 27, 1890. From 1892 to 1898 the Rev. Leon Wysiecki (who later 

founded St. Stanislaus Kostka church in Greenpoint) and from 1898 through 1912, the 

Rev. Adalbert Nawrocki guided the course of  St. Casimir parish with spiritual devotion 

and zeal. 

In the first weeks of 1913, Bishop Charles E. McDonnell assigned the Rev. Gervase 

W. Kubec pastor. His tenure of this responsibility was destined by Divine Providence to 

last forty years. His therefore was the bulk of spiritual ministration to the ever-growing 

number of souls. Thousands of baptisms, hundreds of marriages increased the population 

of God's Kingdom on earth in this area of Brooklyn. It is not idle musing to reflect that as 

the parishioners of St. Casimir, on the move to other parts of the country, even to the far 

West and to Canada, brought the influence of their "home parish" to the church in America, 

far and wide. 

Twice fire ravaged the interior of the present church, causing a change in its 

appearance, since the choir loft, which ran the full length of the church along each side, is 

now limited to the rear portion. 
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The story of the unusual, larger-than-life size Crucifix, over the altar, is fascinating. 

Its creation was commissioned by a Western diocese for installation in a newly-erected 

cathedral. It was carved by Herr Lang of Oberammergau in Bavaria, Germany, who 

created it there in 1912. He was the world's most renowned wood-sculptor in his time. The 

work however never arrived in time for the consecration of the cathedral because it was lost 

in transit. Finally it appeared in the port of New York where custom authorities detained it 

for duty. Mr. Albert Bonk, parish organist then at St. Casimir, paid the required duty and 

became owner of the cross. 

When fire destroyed the main altar and the need arose for a new cross Mr. Bonk 

donated this masterpiece to the parish. It was ensconced over the main altar where it may 

be seen to this day. It was carved from one block of wood, except the extended arms of the 

Crucified, which were applied separately. Even the crown of thorns is of one piece with the 

head of Christ. To accommodate the cross to the dimensions of the altar, the crossbeam at 

each end had to be cut somewhat, as had to be done to the upright beam. 

When it was installed and its merits and uniqueness were broadcast, artists, sculptors 

and people of high rank in the world of art came to the doors of St. Casimir to view the 

work. Its inspirational beauty cannot be justly described. Only in prayerful contemplation 

of it can one draw what the genius and dedication of its creator put into it. 

In 1953, Rev. William F. Flaskowski was appointed pastor by Bishop Thomas E. 

Molloy. A thorough renovation of the church on the interior and exterior was undertaken 

and was made possible by the self-less zeal of Father Flaskowski and the ever-generous 

cooperation and contributions of the parishioners and friends of the parish. 

In 1957, Rev. Walter Galuszka succeeded Fr. Flaskowski and for almost six years 

strove to build the parish further, spiritually and physically. In 1963, the present pastor, 

Rev. Francis C. Romanowski replaced Father Galuszka. 

Although the church building itself is small, its parochial dimensions territorially are 

unusually extensive. Here they are, the parish boundaries of our parish: 

Beginning at Hamilton Avenue and Buttermilk Channel 

Southeast on north side of Hamilton Avenue to north side of Carroll Street 

Southeast on north side of Carroll Street to east side of Third Avenue 

Southwest on east side of Third Avenue to north side of First Street 

Southeast on north side of First Street to west side of Prospect Park West 

Northeast on west side of Prospect Park West to west and east sides of Plaza street 

On west and east sides of Plaza Street to west side of Flatbush Avenue  

Southeast on west side of Flatbush Avenue to north side of Parkside Ave.  

Southeast on north side of Parkside Avenue to east side of Ocean Avenue  
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Southeast on east side of Ocean Avenue to north side of Avenue M  

East on north side of Avenue M to west side of Utica Avenue  

Northeast on west side of Utica Avenue to north side of Fulton Street  

Southeast on north side of Fulton Street to west side of Reid Avenue  

Northwest on west side of Reid Avenue to north side of Gates Avenue  

Northeast on north side of Gates Avenue to west side of Cypress Avenue  

Northwest on west side of Cypress Avenue to south side of Flushing Avenue 

Southwest on south side of Flushing Avenue to west side of Clinton Avenue 

Southwest on west side of Clinton Avenue to Wallabout Channel and East River 

Southwest on East River to north side of Hamilton Avenue or point of beginning. 

To memorialize this date and day in the life of our parish a Solemn Mass of 

Thanksgiving was celebrated on Sunday, November 7th, 1965 a t l 2 . 1 5  PM with Rev 

Francis Romanowski celebrant, assisted by Rev. Edward Olszewicz of St. Isidore Church, 

Riverhead, L. I. as deacon and preacher at the Mass and Rev. Vincent Pitkiewicz, present 

assistant at St. Casimir, as subdeacon Rev. Edward Olszewicz was baptized and raised m 

our jubilee parish. He said his first Solemn Mass here in 1932. 


