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HISTORY OF ST. STANISLAUS B & M, OZONE PARK, NY 

St. Stanislaus Church, Ozone Park, NY. 50 Years Alive in Christ 1923-1973 

 

 

The first parish church 

"Send me your tired, your sick and your poor" were the words of welcome inscribed 

on the Statue of Liberty which was erected in New York Harbor in 1887. 

Miss Liberty was a gift from the people of France and the people of America wanted 

her place in our port of entry to welcome all who came to our shores. 

The very next year, 1888, an emigration started from Central Europe which reached 

its peak around the turn of the century and for several years after. 

During this time, many of the founders of our parish came to Ozone Park (then called 

Woodhaven) from Poland. 

They came from the farms because of poor crops and lagging markets and they came 

from the teeming cities and seaports which could no longer offer them any future. 

By 1903, there was a small Polish community in Ozone Park. Poles who had left their 

homeland, their families, the familiar cities, mountains, plains and pastures, and were now 

in a completely alien world. The only link they had was their faith, their language, and their 

fellow countrymen. 

Because of the history of Poland, a history of invasion, occupation and repression, the 

Church provided the sole public outlet for nationalist emotion. The Polish people lives 
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were centered in their Church, because in a way the Church was POLANDI They brought 

this tradition, which was now a part of their faith, with them to the new world. 

Let us pause for a moment, and look "back, through the eyes of some of our senior 

citizens who are still with us , at Ozone Park in the years before World War I. 

There were no paved roads, streets or sidewalks. Most of the area was moist ground 

covered with light weeds. The business and Industry and most of the homes were located 

between Jamaica Avenue and Liberty Avenue. North of Liberty Avenue was all small 

farms. 

Many of them went to the mill cities of Chicago, Detroit and Pittsburg as well as to the 

factory cities in upstate New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Others went West to the 

farmlands and many found work on dairy farms in New York and New Jersey and the 

garden farms of Long Island. Many stayed here to work in Lalance and Grosjean's, a 

manufacture of agate wear pots and pans, and Old Woodhaven's largest employer. 

L&G, as everyone called them, originally brought many French Hugenot immigrants 

to this country to work in their factory and many of these people, as well as the later 

arrivals from Poland and Italy, were the people who built our community. 

It was a good location, close to the ocean breezes, which is why it was named Ozone 

Park (Ozone, for good clean air). There was good land for small garden farms and it was 

only twelve miles from New York City where the steamship lines were close by if ever 

needed. Many of the new arrivals went back home after they earned their passage money 

but they were soon back again and this time with wives and families to stay. 

There was no electricity, no appliances, and for the most part no indoor plumbing. The 

streets and homes had gaslight for illumination. 

The L&G factory was the predominant factor of community life. 

A cluster of homes, sponsored by the L&G, was called "Village Court". It was located 

on 87th Street and 95th Avenue. The Post Office was on 95th Avenue, between 87th and 

88th Street. The first Postmaster was a woman, Miss Abert. Next door to the Post Office 

was the Wyckoff Bank, Judge Lauer was the Magistrate and he held court in rooms over 

the Post Office. 

There was a volunteer Fire Department and the L&G factory whistles would blow to 

signal a fire. 

Two policeman were stationed in Ozone Park, 

The Lalance and Grosjean factory employed most of the men and paid good salaries, 

between $5.00 and $10.00 a week for sixty hours. 

The other men worked at different occupations: butchers, gardeners, construction 

workers, in taverns, restaurants, cemeteries, in foundry's, as painters, cobblers, teamsters, 

sandhogs and all the other hard, heavy, honest jobs which were necessary to build a 

growing community. 
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Many worked in Ozone Park for companies still remembered Gillespie's Lumber 

Yard, Medico's Pipe Factory, General Baking Company, Grumbach's Greenhouses, 

Rubel's Ice Company and for the Long Island Railroad. 

In those days before World War I, there was no Church here for the Polish people 

where they could worship and pray in their native language. They had to walk to Grant 

Avenue, the city line, and there take a trolley to St. John Cantius Parish in East New York. 

Their children were sent to St. John Cantius for instructions for their First Holy 

Communion and for Confirmation. 

Every Sunday, in all kinds of weather even when it snowed, you could see a long line 

of people hiking through the white snow on their way to the trolley in city line. It never 

occurred to them not to go because of bad weather. For the young people this trip was more 

fun than anything else. 

Later, St. John Cantius established a Mission Church in Ozone Park in some of the 

stores of local Polish merchants, Uzenski's General Store on 97th Avenue and 87th Street 

was one of the stores which had housed the Mission Church where the Rev. Father Misicki 

of T. John Cantius was sent every Sunday to say Mass in Polish. From 1910 to 1912 he 

brought an altar boy with him who many years later would hold a prominent position in our 

Church history. 

For a period of time from 1905 to 1910 Uzenski's General Store was also used as a 

classroom for the Polish school children. 

In 1910, the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth began teaching the children of the 

Polish community. The good sisters were allowed to use the basement of St. Elizabeth's 

Church for classrooms. They taught first, second and third grades. The first sisters came to 

us from East New York as Missionary Sisters. The first three nuns sent were Sisters 

Florentine, Elmira and Violenta. The cost was ten cents per month per child, two children 

for twenty five cents. 

In the summer, weather permitting, outdoor Masses were held in an open field on 86th 

Street and Rockaway Blvd. There was also an open air theatre on this site where dramatic 

groups gave plays. However, the Polish community of Ozone Park dreamed of a church of 

their own and this dream became a strong desire, which grew into action. As their number 

grew, their voice grew louder and was finally heard. Many times from 1910 to 1923 they 

approached the Chancery Office and were always turned down. The Bishop was not 

receptive to the idea of creating ethnic parishes. He wanted the people to become assi-

milated into the existing parishes. It took them a long time to explain their reasons for 

wanting to preserve their language and traditions and finally in 1923 the Most Reverend 

Thomas E. Molly S.T.D gave his approval and transferred Reverend Alexander 

Cizmowski, Pastor of Our Lady of Poland Church, Southampton, Long Island to Ozone 

Park as the first pastor of St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Church. 

The Bishop also gave his permission for the purchase of the Old Nativity Church on 

86th Street and Rockaway Blvd., and on February 11 1923 Father Cizmowski celebrated 
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the first Mass for the Polish residents of Ozone Park in their own Church. St. Stanislaus 

B&M, Ozone Park was no longer a dream. 

The new Church was in fact an old church, however, and the first Pastor had many 

problems most of them which required money. Money to fix an old church. The people had 

very little money to give but they gave what little they could afford and made many 

sacrifices in order to maintain and support their Church. 

They had happy times too. Father Cizomowski socialized with everyone and went 

along on all the outings to Rye Beach and Rockaway Beach. 

The first trustees of the Church were Alexander Jablonka and Bronislaw Sarnowski. 

While the church was being put in order, the first parishioners were allowed by the 

Pastor of Nativity B.V.M. the use of the basement of the newly constructed Nativity 

School. 

The first marriage performed united Micheal James Migliorri and Joanne Sarnowski 

on May 6, 1923. The first baptism was performed on February 11, 1923. The baby
1
s name 

was Wenceslawa Sophia Pacuk. 

The church was not painted because there was no money to buy paint. The priest 

asked the people to help, doing whatever they knew best. The basement was fixed and ce-

mented. As much repairing as could be done was taken care of* The roof could not be 

fixed. 

Everyone worked very hard to get the church in order. The women cleaned the 

benches with scabbing brushes, soap and hot water. They did the same with the wooden 

floor on their knees, the old fashioned way.

The first Mass in the actual building on 88th Street was on May 10, 1923 (The Feast of 

the Ascension). 

The first marriage in the new building united Adalbert Dudek to Magdalena Swiader 

on June 10, 1923. 

The first burial was Josef Bandazy buried on June 4, 1923. 

They ran dances, socials, bazaars and raffles to raise money for the upkeep of the 

church. The young girls worked very hard on these and there was much competition, 

especially when they ran the bazaars. 

Each society would have their own booth aid would try to outdo the other in the 

magnitude of the prizes, sales of chances and total income of the other booths. 

The societies were Children of Mary, Sacred Heart, St. Theresa, St. Stanislaus B&M 

Group #1068, St. Aloysius, Guardian Angel. Society, Society of St. Vincent De Paul, 

Society of George and White Eagle, Polish Democratic Club. 

The first choir was St. Cecelia's, started about 1924. Mr. Anthony Syrewicz was the 

first organist. Members though eager to learn found it hard with an old organ that had to be 
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fixed extensively before it could be used. Rehearsals were held in the church basement or 

in the homes of some of the members. The choir also had a theatre group. They had their 

own sound effects which were very real. Well remembered was one play in particular "Pan 

Twardowski” which was outstanding. St. Cecelia’s broke up about 1949. 

Sunday Masses were sung in Latin, with Polish and English sermons and gospels. 

There were two Masses each Sunday. 

The statues in church were donated by the parishioners. Church linens and priests 

vestments were bought with money from the socials and bazaars. Some were also donated. 

About 13 to 14 Polish children continued on in St. Elizabeth's School. St. Stanislaus 

School was not yet built. Children used classrooms on the boulevard side of the church. We 

lost part of the school when the city widened Rockaway Blvd. in 1925. 

In 1925, Father Cizmowski purchased a tract of land on 101st Avenue, between 90th 

and 91st. There was  a house on the property which would serve as the Convent for the 

Sisters. Work began on the school in 1926. 

In 1926, John Dobkowski was the first of the children to receive First Holy 

Communion. This same year, Casimir Pulaski Polish National Ha l l  was  purchased for 

social functions and a community meeting place. 

When the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth came they lived in a house on 88
th

 

Street, before the convent on 91
st
 Street was ready for them. People helped in every way 

possible, bringing silverware, dishes, sheets, pillow cases and blankets. 

There was no heat or hot water, and the sisters had to set up th.li bathtubs in the 

kitchen. A balky coal stove provided their only heat There were not too many luxuries in 

the convent in 1927. 

The school was opened in 1927 and dedicated by Bishop Thomas E. Molloy on 

October 30. This same year he Confirmed a class of 256. Sister M. Clarissa was the first 

principal. She also taught sixth grade. 

The people were poor, hardworking and happy. Speaking to and seeing their fellow 

countrymen brought great joy and warmth to their hearts. 

They delighted in participating in their old world custom, especially so, on holydays. 

In 1934, Rev. Cizmowski was transferred and Rev. Edward Glamkowski came here as 

Pastor. He took great pride in our church and personally supervised each minute detail of 

all activities. 

In 1936, he was transferred to St. Hyacinth in Glen Cove where he remained as pastor 

until 1948. 

The parish now welcomed Fr .  Joseph Tencza as Pastor. He had a very gentle and kind 

nature and was ever mindful of the Polish background and alliances of his flock. He 

requested permission from the Bishop in 1940 for an assistant and Fr. Leon J. Merecki was 

sent as curate in 1941. 
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Father Tencza passed away in his sleep in September of 1947. The church was too 

small to hold the people that came for the funeral. Many had to wait outside. 

Before the month was over, F r .  Anthony Wolosz was assigned to St. Stanislaus. He 

was the young boy who came and served Mass in 1910. He was now Pastor. 

In 1948, the Parish celebrated its Silver Jubilee. In honor of the occasion people were 

very generous. Some gave new vestments to the church. 

The Catholic War Veterans of S t .  Thomas were of great help on festive occasions in 

the church. They were always there in uniform for processions and to greet the Bishop 

when he came. 

With a growing parish on his hands, Father Wolosz asked the men for help. In 1950, 

the Holy Name Society was founded. 

Their First Communion Breakfast was in 1952 at the eight o'clock Mass. They still 

have Mass at this time. 

Many repairs were done in the school, convent and rectory. This same year a new door 

was made in the side of the old Church. New pews were installed and the organ was 

replaced. Sister Lois was the organist. 

By 1950 with the school's registration growing in number, eight Sisters were assigned 

to S t .  Stanislaus for the full eight grades. 

Rev. Stephen Jozwicki came as the second curate in June of 1953. He was a 

compassionate, jolly person and an outstanding speaker. Everyone was his friend. When he 

spoke, he constantly paced back and forth like a District Attorney addressing a jury. In June 

of 1964, Father Steve was transferred. 

In 1959, F r .  Wolosz decided to remodel the church. However, it had to be completely 

demolished and rebuilt on the original foundation as it could not be enlarged. The pastor 

appealed to the parishioners and they raised the funds to build the beautiful church we now 

enjoy. 

By I960, the new Church was finished and Father Bien, parishioner who was ordained 

in 1959 was invited to concelebrate the mass with Father Wolosz and our guest of honor 

and main concelebrant Archbishop Bryan McEntegart, Bishop of Brooklyn. 

This same year Rev. Leon Merecki was transferred to St. John Cantius, Parish in 

East New York. He had been here for nineteen years as a curate. Many of the children were 

Baptized by him and he was here as they grew up. He knew the joys and sorrows of each 

family and every heart was touched by his leaving.  

Rev. Leon Baltrucki came in his place from S t .  John Cantius. He was the priest who 

loved good books, and classical music. His theory was a firm belief in education and 

discipline for the children, a fine theologian and orator, his homilies were always well 

received. In June of 1968, Father Leo was appointed pastor of St. Cyril & Methodius 

Church, Greenpoint. 
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Father Edwin Dzienkiewicz came here as curate in 1964. He was an entertainer at 

heart, sympathetic, fun loving and jovial. He made many friends and in June of 1966, he 

was transferred to another parish. 

It was in this same year that Fr .  Wolosz had a long dormant wish come true. He was 

able to buy the property next to the Church on Rockaway Boulevard which had been the 

site of a "thorn in my side" as he used to say of the old gas station which marred the beauty 

of the Church. Fr, Wolosz had the gas station demolished and built a beautiful Grotto. 

Rev. Thaddeus Crzelak, Ordained the year previously, now became our curate. He 

could talk to the children at their level and made many friends among the young. He tried to 

start many activities for teenagers but was not here long enough to develop some of the 

programs. His many friends were sorry to see him go in June of 1969. 

September of 1968, Father Anthony Wolosz retired after 22 years as Pastor. There was 

a banquet in honor of the occasion. There were many speakers and guests and it was sad to 

see him go, for by this time he was like a member of each family. 

Our current Pastor, Rev. Francis Romanowski, was now assigned and made many new 

improvements in the church, including air conditioning, repainting and carpeting. He also 

improved the convent and rectory. 

His purpose was to revive the old Polish tradition of the church as the center of 

community life, "to see the Church lights burning every night" as he said at one of his first 

parish meetings. 

Rev. Walter Parciak came in the same year to assist Fr. Romanowski. Father 

Romanowski soon had the "lights burning" in our Church almost every night. 

Today, encouraged and supported by our new Pastor, all of the Parish Societies, and 

Parish activities are alive and flourishing with a new community spirit - and as we look for-

ward to the next fifty years, St. Stans is truly - Alive in Christ. 

 

 


