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St. Stanislaus Kostka. Our Parish: God’s Graceful Journey of Love and 

Service Through Time 

St.Stanislaus Kostka 1896-1971, Brooklyn, NY 

 

 

 

The Beginning  

Prior to 1896 there was only one Polish parish in the whole of Brooklyn, St. 

Casimir's. The Poles who had begun to settle in South Brooklyn, Williamsburg and 

Greenpoint, were forced to make a long Sunday trek to hear Mass at St. Casimir's. The 

situation was alleviated with the establishment of two churches in 1896, Our Lady of 

Czestochowa in South Brooklyn, and St. Stanislaus Kostka in Greenpoint.  

Although the founding year of the parish has been established as 1896, the founding 

pastor, Father Leon Wysiecki, did not become pastor officially until 1898. There is no 

mention of a pastor having been appointed prior to 1898, but it can be assumed that 

Father Wysiecki functioned as ex officio pastor during that period.  

Father Wysiecki on October, 1894 purchased the original ten lots on which St. 

Stanislaus Kostka Church now stands at the corner of Driggs Avenue and Humboldt 

Street for fifteen thousand and five hundred dollars. The purchase was in itself a feat of 

no small proportion since the tract centered in an area with a strong German Protestant 

presence.  

One account of the transaction indicates that Father Wysiecki used an intermediary 

in all but the final stages of negotiations with the German gentleman who owned the 

property. When the good Father finally appeared in person, it was as a businessman 

speaking fluent German.  
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Father Leon Wysiecki  

Father Wysiecki was born June, 1866, in Luzino, close to the town of Wejherowo, 

presently in the province of Gdansk. After completing seven years of elementary school, 

he emigrated to the United States where in 1886 he entered the Polish Seminary in 

Detroit. He was ordained a priest in the diocese of Brooklyn on November, 1891 by the 

Most Reverend John Loughlin. Father Wysiecki became pastor at St. Casimir's seven 

months later. Fr. Wysiecki was instrumental in the establishment of Our Lady of 

Czestochowa Parish, as well as St. Stanislaus Kostka, both in 1896.  

Father Wysiecki subsequently endured much criticism from those who questioned 

the wisdom of selecting a parish site in the midst of a sea of German people. When we 

assess this act from the historical perspective, we must concede the virtue of Father 

Wysiecki's foresight. Instead of serving just one group such as Williamsburg or lower 

Greenpoint, he chose instead a more central location, one capable of serving a much 

broader population. With the influx of later immigrants the parish developed splendidly. 

By 1909, it was necessary to establish Our Lady of Consolation Parish in Williamsburg, 

and in 1917, Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish in Northern Greenpoint.  

Although all available records indicate 1896 as the year St. Stanislaus was founded, 

the parish observed its Fifth Anniversary in 1903. Clearly, this event should have been 

celebrated in 1901. In a commemorative booklet, Pamietnik, published in 1904 on the 

occasion of the dedication of the new church. Father Wysiecki clearly stated that on 

December 6, 1896, Bishop Charles E. McDonnell blessed the 

Confusion 

Although all available records indicate 1896 as the year St. Stanislaus was founded, 

the parish observed its Fifth Anniversary in 1903. Clearly, this event should have been 

celebrated in 1901. In a commemorative booklet, Pamietnik, published in 1904 on the 

occasion of the Dedication of the new church, Father Wysiecki clearly stated that on 

December 6, 1896, Bishop Charles E. McDonnell blessed the temporary church and 

school. Apparently, the confusion surrounding the Fifth Anniversary stems from the fact 

that the year 1903 was Father Wysiecki's fifth year as pastor at St. Stanislaus Kostka. 

Official documentation of the founding year can be had in a 1944 diocesan 

publication, Priests and Parishes of the Diocese of Brooklyn, 1820-1944, which states 

quite unequivocally on page 203 that Mass was first celebrated in St. Stanislaus Kostka 

Parish in 1896, and that on December 6 of that year the first church was dedicated. 

Another view of the spurious Fifth Anniversary which is held by some parishioners 

is that Father Wysiecki, casting about for an event to polarize the spirit and morale of the 

parishioners during fund raising drives for the new church built in 1904, simply 

considered the first two years of parish history as apocryphal since no pastor had been 

appointed until 1898. And who among us will stand in front of the very solid, real church 

that exists today and gainsay this flexibility of viewpoint? 
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The First Parish Building  

Our parish's first building still serves us today under the familiar title of "the old 

school". Of course, the basic structure has been altered from the original two-story 

building consisting of church, school, and parish auditorium in the basement under the 

school.  

We are not certain of the exact construction date of the small building connected to 

the old school, which served the parish as its first rectory, located at 185 Driggs Avenue, 

and now known as "the old convent." We assume it to be 1896 also, although it may have 

been built at an earlier date, since it is not known where Father Wysiecki lived during his 

intermittent stays here while overseeing the church's construction before the dedication. 

There has always existed the unconfirmed opinion that this indeed is the oldest parish 

building. It may be that originally it consisted of only one floor, and that it was expanded 

in 1901-02 to become the convent after the new rectory was built. An examination of its 

unusual construction lends some evidence to this theory since we can see that the 

building actually has two distinct main entrances, one at the head of the outside stairs, 

and one underneath them. Inside, the corridor is connected to the first floor by stairs that 

seem to have been added as an afterthought. 

Our Present Church  

By the end of 1896 we had the essentials for the development of the parish: a 

church and a school. Important as they were, however, they represented only the initial 

step in the growth of the parish plant. We truly must admire the tremendous zeal and 

patient efforts of the parishioners of those early days who constantly could be exhorted to 

ever greater sacrifices. We must admire also the energies of Father Wysiecki who, 

although deeply involved in the details of building, at the same time was paying off 

debts, and planning what must be done in the immediate future.  

It is not unusual, considering the American tempo of getting things done, that we 

see built in the space of eight years everything that has made our parish great. By 1900, 

Father was not looking for a site for the new church, he was looking for the type of 

church that he would like to build. He found the type and announced to the congregation 

his ideal. A contract for the new rectory was signed in May, 1901, and work was started 

the same month, with occupancy scheduled for 1902. Although small, it was handsome 

and solidly built of the same material that would be used to build the church in 1904. 

Originally intended for two or three priests at most, eventually it accommodated six 

priests, and served our parish for fifty-five years.  

Father Wysiecki signed a contract for the "beautiful" church in 1903, and the 

construction with the actual groundbreaking began July, 1903. This church would cost 

seventy-five thousand dollars, a staggering sum in days when a nickel was considered a 

large sum of money. Work on the church began on July 1st, and on October 4
th

, the 

Bishop dedicated the cornerstone. Some interesting details have come to light concerning 
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this occasion. The pastor ivited “all organizations, both military and civil” as well as the 

church societies. A committee, under the chairmanship of Mr. Val Jablonski, was put in 

charge of the occasion. We understand that the combined organizations escorted the 

Bishop from North Sixth Street all along Driggs Avenue to the building site. Architect’s 

renderings of the future church were provided and sold as souvenirs on that occasion. 

The months, following the consecration of the cornerstone, saw unceasing efforts to 

make the interior appointments comparable in magnificence to the exterior. Father 

Wysiecki spurred his parishioners on to sacrifice. His enthusiasm was rewarded with a 

continuing stream of contributions from individuals and organizations for the altars, 

statues, organs, and clock. Even the school children participated, canvassing parishioners' 

homes for offerings for the stained glass windows. By November, 1904, there stood a 

beautiful new church, Gothic in style, with twin towers reaching toward heaven. The 

church had a seating capacity of one thousand two hundred and fifty, with a thousand 

seats in the main portion, and two hundred fifty in the choir lofts.  

Dedication of the Church  

The new church was dedicated, appropriately, on November 13th, the Feast Day of 

Saint Stanislaus Kostka, which that year, 1904, fell on a Sunday. On the preceding 

Saturday evening the parish took leave of the old church with Solemn Vespers and a 

special sermon by a Missionary. The dedication was set for ten-thirty on Sunday 

morning, but the societies gathered at nine since the Bishop was again to be escorted 

from North Sixth Street. Father Wysiecki had urged the parishioners to heed the chairman 

of the occasion, Mr. Piechocki, in giving preference to the guests and in establishing the 

order of the procession. The ladies of the parish had been requested to decorate the 

entranceway of the church. Thus, we see that the pastor was concerned with involving 

and satisfying all. His words of thanks during the ceremonies indicated the depth of his 

gratitude and appreciation to all those who concerned themselves with the dedication: the 

Committee; those who joined in the procession in spite of the rain; the Cadets, apparently 

a youth group, whose parents were so rightly proud of them. Finally, he thanked the 

entire parish for the chalice presented to him on their behalf by the Bishop. 

A secondary consecration, involving the entire parish was held during a Mission in 

January, 1905. The first Mission of the parish, however, actually was conducted by the 

Jesuits in 1897. A surviving photograph gives us their names: O. L. Suchowski, O. F. 

Stuer, and O. S. Wnek. The frequency of the succeeding Missions in 1908, 1914, and 

1919, testify to Father Wysiecki's concern for the spiritual well-being of his parishioners. 

To finish this account of the parish buildings we must note that many more years 

were required for the completion of the church. In 1914, funds were gathered for the 

painting of the church, for the marble pulpit, the electric candelabra, the tower clock, and 

in 1919 for the copper roof. The most important financial outlay at this time, however, 

was undoubtedly the thirty-five thousand dollars used in 1912 and 1913 to reconstruct the 

old school still in use. 
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Silver Jubilees 

On November 29, 1916, Father Wysiecki observed the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of 

his ordination. It seems that he celebrated quietly, with little fanfare, but it cannot be said 

that no notice was taken. We have discovered one souvenir of the occasion. It consists of 

a photograph of Father Wysiecki surrounded by four small photographs picturing him at 

his ordination and at succeeding intervals of five years. On the reverse is a short 

biography. 

We concluded the first twenty-five years of the parish on a joyful note, with the 

observance of its Silver Jubilee. The preparations took a year beginning December 5, 

1920, with this announcement: "There will be a meeting of delegates concerning the 

Jubilee to be followed by a dance for the benefit of the Jubilee." From that point, there 

are continual references in the records to Jubilee Committee meetings and fund-raising 

activities. The official celebration took place December 11, 1921, with the celebration of 

a Solemn High Mass by Father Theodore Regulski, the first priest to be ordained from the 

parish. The Parish Societies appeared in force. These same societies reappeared at 3 p.m. 

to welcome the Bishop along with the schoolchildren and Children of Mary who were all 

dressed in white. Flags decorated the homes surrounding the church. At 3:30 p.m., with 

the arrival of the Bishop, Solemn Vespers were sung, after which the Bishop 

administered Confirmation to four hundred children and concluded with Solemn 

Benediction. This official observance had been preceded the Sunday before by a special 

entertainment for the schoolchildren. 

Archbishop Symon In Our Parish  

In 1905, Archbishop Albin Symon visited our parish, the first Polish bishop to come 

to America. Born in 1841, near Żytomierz, under Russian rule, he entered the Seminary 

there. He continued his studies at the Academy of Petersburg (where he later became 

rector), as well as, in Germany. He was named Bishop of Mohylew in 1891 and 

appointed to Plock in 1897. When he refused to cooperate with the Russian take over of 

the Church in Lithuania, however, he was exiled to Odessa. Upon being freed, he 

journeyed to Rome, where in 1901 he was named Archbishop.  

During this time, Polish Catholics, like their Irish and German predecessors, had 

taken root in America for some time. In spite of the large numbers of polish parishes, 

however, we had no one in the hierarchy of the church to represent our interests or to 

settle our disputes. The Polish Catholics, therefore, found it necessary to organize a 

delegation to Rome. The group was headed by Father Waclaw Kruszka, the author of The 

History of Poland in America. In response to their petitions, Pope. Pius sent Archbishop 

Symon to America as his personal representative to investigate matters and report to him. 

Archbishop Symon visited America for several months in 1905, which included our 

parish. As a result of the evidence which he compiled and especially because of the 

Archbishop's personal involvement with the Polish-American Church, Father Paul Rhode 

was appointed as the first Polish- American Bishop in 1908. We have since never been 
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unrepresented in the hierarchy. Today we can even point with pride to John Cardinal Krol 

of Philadelphia who is President of the Bishop’s  Conference of the United States. 

Paderewski At St. Stan's  

On Tuesday, March, 1916, at 7.m. "The Paderewskis will visit us," reads a parish 

announcement of that time. These were, also, the World War years, when Poland was 

involved in another bitter struggle for its existence. We know from historical texts the 

extent of Polish-American participation in this rebirth of Poland, even though not as 

much is known of our own parish involvement. We know of the existence of a Cadet 

Military Organization and of Sokol Groups, which had come into being at Father 

Wysiecki's behest in 1912. From these groups, many volunteers joined Haller's Army to 

fight for Poland. We know of at least eighty individuals from our parish and from Our 

Lady of Consolation, who joined these volunteers. This is attested to by Boleslaw 

Kroczek, long president of the Polish Legion of American Veterans (PLAV). We know 

too that an organization of  Veterans  of Haller’s Army as recently as 1933 celebrated the 

blessing of a new banner with a banquet in the parish hall. 

Another announcement from November, 1913, dealt with a meeting of the Rada 

Narodowa, Council for the Welfare of Poland. This Council, headed by Bishop Rhode, 

had just come into being and encompassed all religious and patriotic Polish organizations 

and publications. When Paderewski came to America, the Council created a committee 

whose aim was to exert influence on the opinion of the United States so that America 

would support the cause of freedom for Poland. Point thirteen of Wilson's famous 

Fourteen Points was a direct result of its efforts. This demanded the guarantee of free 

access to the sea for Poland. The Council also obtained millions of dollars of material 

assistance as well as twenty-eight thousand volunteers for Haller's Army. Our parish was 

directly involved in these efforts.  

First Twenty-Five Years Our Heritage  

Who were the parishioners during the first twenty-five years of the parish of St. 

Stanislaus Kostka? We can affirm in all certainty, that these were people who were 

young, energetic, ambitious, and loyal to the Catholic faith and their Polish heritage. The 

wonderful memorials which they left for posterity attest to and confirm the above.  

From whence did they come? Utilizing the parish registers of baptism and 

matrimony as primary sources, we conclude that approximately one-half of the early 

parishioners emigrated from that region of Poland that bordered on what was then known 

as East Prussia, hence from the vicinities of Bydgoszcz, Wloclawek, Plock, Przasnysz, 

Ostroleka, Bialystok, and naturally from Rostkow— the birthplace of St. Stanislaus 

Kostka, patron of our parish.  

Another part of the pioneer group traces its ancestry from Malopolska (Galicja), 

hence from the regions of Rzeszow, Tarnow, etc. Following the preceding group, we find 

emigrants from Pomorze, the district of Poznan. It was not until after World War, that, 

with the influx of new emigrants, the Poles from the Eastern lands of Poland, Wolyn and 
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Lwow, began to settle within the boundaries of our parish. They had trekked their way to 

America through hardship and long difficult journeys of exile through Asia, Africa, and 

South America.  

Dissension in Our Parish  

The second quarter century of our parish's existence did not begin auspiciously. On 

December, 1921, only a few days after our Silver Jubilee celebration, a fire broke out in 

the church devastating the sanctuary and the Main Altar which was made of wood. 

Apparently the fire was caused by the cracking of a candle glass. We can appreciate the 

extent of the damage from the fact that the Bishop permitted the parish to secure a loan 

for forty thousand dollars to repair the damage.  

At the time of the Jubilee it seemed as though the parish was on a firm footing. The 

sight of the completed church, school, convent, and rectory gave rise to a collective sigh 

of relief that at last an end had come to the wearisome task of collecting money and 

soliciting donations. The fire caused the entire cycle of solicitations to begin again for 

several months in 1922.  

It was at this point that a feeling of unrest became evident in the parish. Father 

Wysiecki, in an effort to calm things down, scheduled a Mission for the summertime. The 

discontent continued to grow, until, in September, it erupted into a full scale revolt 

against Father Wysiecki who left in the face of this disapproval.  

Naturally, one wonders what caused this strife to which Father Wysiecki became a 

martyr. At the time, no one investigated the causes fully and by now it is impossible to be 

completely accurate. One thing is certain— there was no one cause. From its very 

beginning, the parish had a group of malcontents who were dissatisfied with the site of 

the church. For several years, Father Wysiecki also had to contend with a small cadre of 

restless nationalists who, shortly before he left the parish, broke away with a sizable 

number of parishioners, forming their own independent Church of the Resurrection. 

Finally, these were times ripe for dissent since they marked a growing awareness of 

national consciousness. Our early parishioners, many of them rural immigrants, had to 

undergo many hardships and inconveniences before they obtained the necessary 

documents and arranged transportation to cross the ocean. Here they found themselves in 

totally unfamiliar surroundings. They had many problems to contend with and 

insufficient resources to resolve them. The lack of knowledge and uncertainty was 

expressed in disagreements among themselves. We can read in the Pamietnik that in the 

course of its first twenty-three years our neighboring parish, St. Casimir’s, had seven 

pastors. Interesting enough, the longest period – five years – was served by Father 

Wysiecki. The other either left in discouragement, or died prematurely. Taking this into 

account, the fact that Father Wysiecki served here for twenty-six years should give us 

cause for reflection. None of his successors, working in more peaceful times, lasted so 

long. 



8 

 

There was one more element which must be considered as a possible factor in the 

parochial dissension— money. Consider the thousands of dollars spent in building such a 

magnificent parish plant. Consider that these people not long ago had torn up their roots 

in Europe and transplanted themselves where they had to give continuously for twenty-

five years. In view of all of the potential strain in the parish, is it right to speculate that 

instigators could rise to turn a segment of the parishioners against their pastor?  

In 1922, after the last Sunday of September, Father Wysiecki left the parish for 

Poland, resigning in December of that year as pastor of St. Stanislaus. A few years later 

in 1924, he once again became pastor in Solec Zdroj, Diocese of Kielce, Poland, where 

he died on December, 1925. He was buried there, but at the request of his family his body 

was disinterred and buried in Wejherowo, where most of his family was living.  

II. The Vincentian Fathers Come To Our Parish  

Following Father Wysiecki's departure, the Bishop appointed a temporary 

administrator, Father Thomas Nummey, pastor of Holy Child Jesus Parish in Richmond 

Hill. He was responsible for the financial affairs of the parish, while spiritual matters 

were turned over to the Vincentian Fathers Mazurkiewicz and Jeczmionka. In December 

of 1922, the Bishop directed Father Nummey to announce publicly the resignation of 

Father Wysiecki and the assignment of Father Mazurkiewicz as pastor. Slowly, with the 

continued efforts of the Missionaries the parish unrest subsided. Nevertheless, in 1923 

Father Casper Slominski, C.M., then Provincial of the Polish Vincentians in Cracow, 

asked that the congregation be relieved of this assignment since the Missionaries were 

needed elsewhere. At the insistence of the Bishop, a Vincentian Fathers' House was 

established at St. Stanislaus Kostka with Father Paul Waszko as its Superior. Assuming 

the role of pastor, as well, he established the official assignment of the Vincentians to our 

parish, where they remain until today.  

Our First Vincentian Pastors  

The first of the Vincentian Fathers to take charge of our parish was Reverend 

Anthony Mazurkiewicz, C.M. Father Mazurkiewicz was born on June, 1877, in the 

ancient city of Torun, Poland. He attended the Vincentian Fathers' Seminary in Cracow 

where he received Holy Orders in 1903. He was transferred to the United States in 1907, 

and the following year he was appointed pastor of St. Stanislaus B.M. Church in New 

Haven. During his thirteen-year tenure, he was responsible for the building of a fine 

church.  

After Father Mazurkiewicz assumed his pastoral duties at St. Stanislaus Kostka in 

1922, the parish gradually returned to a state of stability. Although, only with us for one 

year at first, he returned to us in 1929 to guide us for six more years.  

In 1923 Reverend Paul Waszko replaced Fr. Mazurkiewicz as pastor. Father 

Waszko was born on September, 1873, in the Silesian town of Twardawa. Like his 

predecessor, he graduated from the Vincentian Seminary in Cracow where he received 

Holy Orders in 1898. He came to America in 1903 as one of the pioneer group and was 
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pastor at St. Michael's in Derby, Connecticut, prior to becoming pastor at St. Stanislaus 

Kostka in 1923.  

Under Fr. Waszko's pastorate we acquired our beautiful Main Altar and statuary, the 

marble Baptismal Font which was imported from Europe, and the organ which, along 

with a statue of St. Vincent de Paul, was blessed in 1924 on July 19th, the Feast Day of 

St. Vincent. Father Waszko also acquired the property for the new school site, but the 

task of erecting the school fell to his successor.  

Reverend John Pieniazek, C.M., became our pastor in 1927, Father Pieniazek was 

born on November, 1894, in the city of Przeworsk, Poland. After attending the 

Vincentian Seminary in Cracow, he was ordained a priest in 1918 and came to the United 

States in 1922 where he was immediately assigned to St. Stanislaus Kostka as an assistant 

until becoming our pastor.  

Father Pieniazek, though with us only two years, left behind a solid reminder of his 

efforts in the form of the eighteen classroom school he built. The school, dedicated by the 

Bishop on the Feast of Corpus Christi in 1929, caused the staggering debt of three 

hundred and fifty thousand dollars to be repaid during the approaching Depression. Those 

of us who have children in school during today's financial crisis might well be 

encouraged by the sacrifices of the parishioners of those earlier days. Father Pieniazek 

had tuberculosis, and after unsuccessful efforts to check it in Mexico and Switzerland, he 

returned to Poland to stay in a sanitarium at Zakopane. He died there in 1936 at the age of 

forty-two.  

Fundraising 

We have mentioned various activities which were important fund-raising sources 

for the parish, especially during the late twenties and early thirties. These were organized 

by the Parish Societies for the sole financial benefit of the parish requirements. The 

enthusiasm with which these activities were received by the parishioners truly was 

impressive, especially when we consider the general financial difficulties of the period. 

In that year, 1930, there were dances scheduled for seven out of the nine Sundays 

between New Year and the first Sunday in Lent. These dances or "balls" as they were 

proudly known, were not stiff, formal affa irs. Rather the atmosphere was relaxed and 

family-like. Everything ended at midnight since there was either work the next morning 

or Sunday Mass. At this time, an eyewitness recorded the fact that when a jazz number 

was played only a few couples rose to dance, but when there was a polka or oberek, the 

floor was filled. Of course, we must realize that a great deal of effort and preparation was 

the necessary ingredient for the success of these evenings. Committees worked long and 

hard then as now to see that everyone attending was well-satisfied. 

Lent was observed more strictly then, and so there were no dances but there were 

theatrical presentations of a serious or religious nature and, in later years, films. 

Beginning with Easter, almost every weekend some society presented a show or ran a 

dance until June, with its graduation ceremonies and parish picnic. In those days even 
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those societies occasionally sponsored picnics, although the primary one was run for the 

parish and in 1930 produced the outstanding profit of $1,920! September to December 

saw nine additional festivities, not including the bazaar, which then lasted for a week 

with the societies each taking turns being responsible for a night. Even in Advent there 

was a dramatic presentation and a film. In those early years, the schoolchildren 

unfailingly presented their Jasetka at Christmas time. All of these activities were so well 

patronized that the latecomer had to look long and hard to find a place to squeeze into 

and there was always a sizable number of people waiting for the doors to open. We must 

note that the generosity of the people in supporting these activities extended beyond their 

own parish to causes dear to their heart, such as the Catholic University in Lublin and 

seminaries in Poland as well as to assisting missions in far-off Japan. 

Archbishop Cieplak's Visit  

In November, 1925, Pope Pius sent Archbishop J. Cieplak as his special emissary to 

the Polish community in America. This Archbishop had been well known to them and to 

the world at large since 1920, when he had been jailed by the Communists in the purges 

which they instituted against the religious working in the territories which the 

Communists had taken over. The death sentence passed upon him was commuted in 1923 

and he was committed to life imprisonment. Appeals from the European powers and the 

United States had led to his release after two years of intense physical and spiritual 

suffering. He visited our parish on Septembers of the following year, speaking to the 

parishioners while presiding at Benediction services and imparting the Papal Blessing. 

This was all the time he could allow for any one place, since in all, he visited three 

hundred and seventy five parishes and delivered eight hundred addresses. This rigorous 

schedule imposed on his already weakened physical condition proved too much and he 

died of pneumonia in Passaic, New Jersey, on Feb.17, 1927, just before his scheduled 

departure for Wilno of which he had been named Archbishop. Thus, he returned to his 

beloved Poland numbered among its martyrs.  

The 1930's  

After thirty years, the times were changing and so were the people. Father 

Mazurkiewicz returned to the parish as pastor in 1929, only to leave it again in six years 

upon being named Vice-Provincial of the Polish Vincentians. In his stead came Fr. 

Joseph Studzinski, for whom new problems evolved. The Depression created 

unemployment which the St. Vincent de Paul Society attempted to relieve. The entire 

parish became involved with the formation of a Joint Committee of Parish Societies. 

Bingo, which still exists today, began at this time as a new way to obtain money for 

parish needs. It had begun at the initiative of Mr. Edward A. Kurmel, and had first been 

sponsored by the St. Aloysius Society for its own members. Later, with the assistance of  

the Children of Mary Sodality, it served the entire  parish. Even though the forms of their 

service to the people changed, what did not alter was the dedication of their priests to 

them. An example is to be found in Fr. Victor Kozlowski who suffered a breakdown from 
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overwork. In gratitude, he was mentioned in the Golden Jubilee Souvenir Book in a 

special way.  

At this time, certain customs became established, such as the daily hearing of 

Confession from 7 to 8 am, as well as from 4 to 6 and 7 to 9 pm on Saturdays. Missions 

were preached with regularity, every two or three years, with occasional Weeks of 

Recollections for the youth of the parish.  

In 1926, Father Mazurkiewicz brought from Rome a relic of the recently canonized 

Saint Theresa of the Infant Jesus. A statue in her honor was blessed and a novena took 

place. Novenas then took place with regularity. Devotion to this Saint intensified with the 

donation to our parish of a magnificent original oil painting by Tadeusz Styka in 1934. 

This was blessed on May 30th, by Monsignor Puchalski. Father S. Konieczny, the 

Superior from Derby, Connecticut, preached on this occasion, which also marked the 

beginning of a novena conducted by the well-known Father Adam Piasecki, C.M.  

The Autumn of 1930 marked the Hundredth Anniversary of the apparitions of Our 

Lady of the Miraculous Medal and the beginning of novenas to her in our parish. A 

triduum in honor of Blessed Catherine Labouré, the Daughter of Charity to whom Our 

Lady appeared, took place on Januarys, 29th and 30th in 1934. Both, Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal and St. Catherine are especially dear to the Vincentians.  

A Calendar of Church Services  

Following are the highlights of a typical calendar of liturgical events at St. 

Stanislaus Kostka Church. Many of these events date back to 1930 and earlier. On the 

first Sunday of January, the Pastor renders a financial accounting to the parishioners and 

expresses appreciation to those who worked for the parish during the preceding year. On 

the Feast of The Three Kings, incense and chalk are blessed, followed by kolenda, the 

visiting of parishioners' homes by the priests. Prior to 1934 the homes were blessed on a 

request basis, but since then the priests visit all of the homes, using the opportunity to 

take the parish census. 

From February to March there is the blessing of candles, blessing of throats and 

distribution of ashes on Ash Wednesday. Forty Hours' Devotion was held in February 

until 1946 when it was moved to November to coincide more closely with the Feast of St. 

Stanislaus Kostka. During Lent, Stations of The Cross are held on Wednesdays and 

Fridays. Gorzkie Żale are held on Sundays. Holy Week ceremonies begin with the 

blessing of the Palms and conclude with Swieconka (blessing of food in church), and the 

Resurrection Procession on Easter Sunday morning.  

In May, daily devotions to Our Lady and the conferring of the Sacrament of First 

Holy Communion takes place.  

June sees the Corpus Christi Procession and Devotions to the Sacred Heart on 

Fridays and Sundays.  



12 

 

The celebration of the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, founder of the Congregation of 

Priests of the Mission (Vincentian Fathers), is part of the July events. The feast is now 

celebrated in September.  

Solemn Vespers on Novembers, begin the annual novena for the Souls in Purgatory. 

The church is always crowded for the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass. Wine is blessed and 

distributed on the Feast of St. John, December 27th. The year concludes with Solemn 

Vespers on Decembers 31
st
. The St. Cecilia’s Choir contributes in no small measure to 

the enjoyment of these events. Two Polish national holydays, the Third of May and 

Pulaski day, are also observed. 

The celebration of daily Mass in our parish developed from a modest one or two 

until in the Nineteen-Forties there were seven. In World War II so many Mass intentions 

were offered up that assistance from Whitestone and quest priests was required. One fo 

these, the retired professor and doctor, Father Joseph Poplicha, still comes today.  

The Sisters' Convent  

One of Father Studzinski's greatest accomplishments was the building of a new 

convent in 1940. He announced the beginning of construction at a March meeting of the 

Parish Committee. Open House was held on Octobers, and the interior was finished by 

November 15th. The first Vincentian pastor, Fr. Mazurkiewicz, dedicated the building on 

November 25th. The cost had been eighty-five thousand dollars.  

The old convent came in handy just then for a number of wartime projects. One of 

these was the cooking and sewing school conducted by our energetic Sisters, to which 

even ladies from outside the parish enrolled. Thus we see that we had a very active parish 

with a broad spectrum of talents, and activities, all of which would be utilized in the 

wartime years.  

The World War II Years  

It is significant to note that the Patron, our parish weekly, began its publication in 

1941. Although it was not directly connected with the war, because it reported on the 

activities of the parish and served as a means of communication with our servicemen, 

there is no doubt that it increased the effectiveness of our war efforts.  

We are all familiar with the calamitous events in Europe in 1939, and particularly 

those that led to the imprisonment of so many Poles as well as their forced evacuation to 

the ends of the earth.  

The plight of their brothers and sisters stirred the hearts of the Polish-American 

community to action. Thus, the Rada Polonii Amerykanskiej (Polish- American Relief 

Committee) was formed organizing the Polish community on a nation-wide scale. This 

group, operating from Chicago, worked with the Red Cross to see that contributions and 

donations were received as intended. They helped in Poland until the fall of France and 

sent countless packages of food, medical supplies and clothing to prisoners of war and 

refugees all over the world. This assistance continued after the war to the displaced 
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persons. This was only one of the organizations so functioning, others being the Bishops' 

Committee for Polish Relief and the Catholic League. From the parish announcements 

and records, we can conclude that our own parish took an extensive part in these 

activities.  

In 1941, there were collections for the Relief Fund and a newly organized 

Committee for Polish Soldiers' Aid which collected clothes and knitted sweaters and 

other warm woolen garments. The accounts of Rada Polonii indicate that our 1941 

contribution of $4,320 was among the highest. When the United States became involved 

actively in the war, the parishioners turned even more devotedly to the war effort. Some 

one hundred ladies became Red Cross Volunteers. On August, 1942, one hundred and 

twenty individuals, from both St. Stanislaus and Sts. Cyril and Methodius Churches, 

including their pastors, gave blood. Clothing continued to be collected and woolen 

garments knitted. Even, the schoolchildren learned first aid and a group known as the 

Crusaders wrote to the soldiers from our parish sending them oplatek at Christmas time. 

The answers of these thousands of young men, especially those overseas, were most 

moving as they thanked the Sisters, children and their dear ones for the letters and 

packages.  

Even though so many young people who had been our workers, were missing from 

our parish, nevertheless, there was a great number of fundraising activities to send 

packages to them. The October, 1945 Patron repeats statistics from the Tablet. The 

statistics indicate that while some parishes gave two to three thousand men to the 

services, the highest number any of them had lost was eighty-four. However, while we 

gave 1,595, we have the dubious distinction of having the largest number of Gold Star 

mothers since we had lost ninety-four lives.  

Our Help For The Church of The Holy Cross in Warsaw  

In our own jubilee year, 1946, we hosted Father Leopold Petrzyk, C.M., pastor of 

Holy Cross Church in Warsaw. This long-famed and well-known edifice had been almost 

completely demolished in the 1944 uprising. Father Petrzyk came to his Polish brethren 

in America for help in rebuilding this landmark. He preached in our parish and in many 

others, using us as his home base, for here was his schoolmate, Father Studzinski. When 

he returned with funds to restore the church to its original beauty, he left us a legacy of 

Patron articles recounting the plight of the children in Poland during the German 

occupation.  

The Golden Jubilee of the Parish  

St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish celebrated its Fiftieth Anniversary in 1946. The 

preparations had begun some time earlier since we can find that on January, 1944, a 

notation is made of the first offering for the painting of the church. This unassuming 

heading "the painting of the church" actually meant a great deal more, including new 

lighting fixtures and kneelers, the renovation of the marble pillars, gilt work and the Main 

Altar. In other words, it meant completely redecorating. The generosity of the 
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parishioners proved equal to the task. With the number of donations increasing daily as 

the Jubilee approached, it is no wonder that not only was the entire cost of the 

renovation- forty thousand dollars- met before the Jubilee, but all other parish debts as 

well!  

The Jubilee Committee was formed in April 1945, with Father Studzinski himself as 

moderator. The committee, of course, did the bulk of the work under the chairmanship of 

Edward A. Kurmel, then also President of the Parish Committee. Father Bernard 

Niestony was responsible for the Journal and advertising, although he received expert 

assistance in editing from Joseph A. Glowacki, Casimir Dabrowski and Leon Lopatka. 

Mr. Theodore Dylewski was the Chairman of the Banquet Committee. In November, the 

societies received questionnaires to help them compile a history. The church was also 

finished that month by Vincent Mondo of Mondo Studios in New Haven, Connecticut. 

Early in 1946, Father Studzifiski announced that, having renewed our place of worship, it 

was time for a spiritual renovation in the form of a three-week mission which would 

conclude Palm Sunday, April 14th. 

The actual celebration lasted only three days. A Solemn High Mass was celebrated 

on November 28th, which happened to be Thanksgiving Day. The Parish Societies 

gathered in the new school, marching to the church at 10 a.m., while a second procession 

of schoolchildren, altar boys, priests and monsignori — numbering sixty-seven, 

excluding the bishops — gathered from the old school. Again the neighboring homes 

were decorated. The celebrant was Father Stanislaus Rysiakiewicz from Jamaica, one of 

the first assistants in the parish. He was helped by Fathers John Regulski, Edward V. 

Rutowski and Francis Romanowski, all born in this parish. The preacher was Bishop 

Stephen Woznicki, Auxiliary of Detroit, Michigan. Our own ordinary, Bishop Thomas 

Molloy, presided, speaking after Holy Communion and administering a special Papal 

Blessing while extending his good wishes to us. Both upper and lower churches were 

filled. Those downstairs heard on loudspeakers what was occurring above. Afterwards, a 

reception was held in the new school. Commemorative holy cards were distributed to all 

in church and the Souvenir Journal was distributed at the reception. The following 

Sunday our pastor publicly thanked Father Niesfony for the tremendous amount of work 

which had gone into its preparation. 

There was a banquet in the parish hall at 8 p.m. on Saturday. On Sunday at 4 p.m., 

there was a program in which the schoolchildren, St. Cecilia's Choir, Alumni Choir and 

the Dramatic Circle took part as well as speakers representing the various groups in the 

parish. At the end of the program, with the assistance of the oldest and youngest members 

of the parish — Pelagia Balinska and Alina Chlebowska — Father Studzinski burned the 

mortgage, symbol of the parish's financial debt. Finally a Mass on Monday 

commemorated the dead parishioners and benefactors of the parish. 
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III. Towards The Diamond Jubilee 

Our parish moved into its third quarter century. Some of the first parishioners saw a 

third generation taking its place in the parish. Gradually, the exclusive use of the Polish 

language gave place to occasional English announcements. There were still strong ties to 

the mother country, however, and our generosity continued to help it rebuild. Continuing 

stories of atrocities reached our ears. We heard of unprovoked shootings of citizens, of 

mass graves in the forest; of the martyrdom of eleven Sisters of the Holy Family of 

Nazareth; and of desecrations of sacred vessels and vestments. The Rada Polonii, 

Bishops' Committee and Catholic League continued to provide material assistance: 

money, clothes and canned goods to relieve the poverty and destitution. The Fund for 

Immigrants operated to assist the displaced persons, especially those interned in 

Germany. This work continued until the Polish government disbanded the "Rada" leaving 

the continuation of this work in the hands of individuals. We had our own one-man relief 

organization in the person of Father Francis Krzyzak. The Catholic League continues its 

work to this day and we have maintained our participation in its work and conventions. 

Gains and Losses - 1947-1954 

During these years we witnessed the celebration of many jubilees, crowning years 

of'service to the parish. These indeed were gains; the losses were deaths and there was a 

goodly number of both. We will consider them briefly and chronologically. 

The first was the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of Father Peter Olszowka on June 29, 

1947. We had invited him to celebrate among us because as a young priest, he was one of 

the first Vincentian assistants to work here. On October 14th, the Society of St. John the 

Baptist, a division of the Roman Catholic Polish Union (Zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymsko 

Katolickie) observed its Sixtieth Anniversary. On November 16th, the Sacred Heart 

Society had its Golden Jubilee. The Dramatic Circle noted twenty years of existence in 

May, 1948, and the Krakowianki, ten. In June, we had two more priestly Silver Jubilees: 

Father Bernard Niesfony and Father Adalbert Kranc. December, 1950, marked the 

Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the founding of the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 

An observance of special significance in that same year was the beginning of the 

twenty-fifth year of the parish library's existence, noted with a special program on 

October 30th. This library — and the museum subsequently opened in 1943 - was indeed 

something not often seen in a parish. In 1951, the library numbered three thousand 

volumes and in these years was under the devoted care of Father Victor Brzoska. 

The year 1951, was also the tenth anniversary of the Patron. Although 1952 was 

free of observances, 1953 witnessed the Silver Jubilee of the Polish Legion of American 

Veterans (PLAV) and the Dramatic Circle; the Golden Jubilee of the St. Stanislaus 

Bishop and Martyr Society, the St. Aloysius Society and St. Barbara's Society as well as 

the ZPN (Polish National Alliance) and the centennial of the Brooklyn Diocese. 

We must consider now the sorrowful occurrences of this period. The first name 

which comes to mind is that of Francis Kowalski, father of two Vincentians and two 
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Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth. For many years, he had been our devoted sexton, 

caring for the church as if it were his own home. He died May 28, 1948. In that same 

year, another one of our priest-parishioners died, Father John Dekarski. On November 21, 

1949, Father Theodore Regulski, the first priest to come from our parish, went to his 

eternal reward. In 1950, Monsigno'r Stanislaus Rysiakiewicz, one of our first assistants, 

died as did Monsignor Thomas Nummey, who was administrator of our parish after 

Father Wysiecki. The Autumn of 1951 saw the death of Father J. Paprocki, also one of 

our first assistants. In 1952, Father Ignatius Dudziak, C.M., also a former assistant died 

suddenly as he was preparing for Mass as a guest from Whitestone. Two other assistants 

also departed from this earth: in 1953, Father F. Wilamowski and in 1954, Father A. 

Cizmowski. On June 22, 1954, the entire parish was saddened by the news of the death of 

Pelagia Balinska, long considered one of the founders of our parish. One of the most 

touching deaths was that of the young, yet renowned lawyer, Theodore Dylewski. Yet 

one more death affected us all; our beloved organist, Stanislaus Suchodolski. Seldom 

does one find an individual so dedicated to his responsibilities as he. Having studied 

music for many years while playing for us, he left us with several original compositions 

and with many fine voices trained by him. He had worked among us for thirty-seven 

years, and died, as it were, at his post. On November 15th, the second day of a triduum, 

he became ill during the evening devotions and begged for a replacement. He requested 

the last sacraments and died shortly after he reached the hospital, at the age of sixty-eight. 

Just a few days later, he was joined in death by our beloved pastor, Father Joseph 

Studzinski. 

A Very Special Loss 

Our pastor, Father Joseph Studzinski, after successfully conducting the celebration 

of the Golden Jubilee, returned to Poland to visit his family in 1948. In the Spring of 

1949, he became seriously ill, requiring hospitalization and surgery. However, he 

recovered and returned to work as in the past. Then on November 29, 1954, he again 

quietly entered the hospital supposedly for minor surgery. The whole matter was treated 

so lightly that no one outside the rectory even knew that he was not home. In the Patron 

the following Sunday there was a brief notation that he would be home in a few days. 

Ironically, the day this issue was returning from the printer with this news, Father 

Studzinski was already no longer living. He died December 3, 1954, at 10 a.m. The news 

of his death shook the entire parish. There were throngs of tearful people lining the streets 

as his body was borne into the church on Sunday. Here a vigil was constantly kept by the 

members of the Memorial Post and the Ladies Auxiliary. It was evident that God had 

indeed taken to Himself not only a good pastor, but a very special man as well. 

Father Studzinski died at the age of sixty-seven, having labored twenty years in our 

parish. There was a special tribute in the attendance at his funeral of Bishop Boardman, 

ten Monsignori and some twenty- five secular priests in addition to an equal number of 

Vincentians. After Father Wysiecki's departure, the diocesan priests had remained 

somewhat aloof, until in Father Studzinski's time the ties were renewed. He had been able 

to unite two seemingly disparate characteristics: a gentle disposition and a firmness in 
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executing his responsibilities. The Czas said Father Studzinski was a great friend of 

everything good and beautiful both in the life of the individual and the community. It 

made special note of his support of everything that furthered Polish culture. It concluded 

by saying: "The loss of this quiet, unassuming servant of God is sincerely mourned by all 

his parishioners and neighbors." The extent of his influence is best measured by the 

numbers of Masses requested for his soul and by the love with which his memory is 

spoken of yet today. 

Father Studzinski's Last Accomplishment 

In 1951, Father Studzinski was responsible for the renovation of the lower church, 

including the installation of a new altar. This important accomplishment was undoubtedly 

not equal to the rekindling of devotion to the Blessed Mother in our midst. 

The year 1947 marked thirty years since the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima, and 

the following year we became one of the first parishes to institute a novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima. An outgrowth of this renewed spirituality was the creation of the Our Lady of 

Fatima Society, by a group of dedicated women in 1949. We are all familiar with their 

devotion and good work and the visible reminder of their virtue is the beautiful marble 

shrine to Our Lady of Fatima which they had erected on Humboldt Street between the 

rectory and church in 1960. To this day they continue the First Saturday Devotions since 

they began under their first chaplain, Father Bernard Nieslony. 

Two other organizations began during his stewardship: one, the Holy Name Society, 

long an established church organization, and the other the Sea Cadets (1953). The aim of 

this second group was the prevention of juvenile delinquency. Its members were boys 

from the ages of nine to fifteen. They learned about life on the sea, naval regulations, 

marching, drilling, first aid, care of the wounded, and studied musical instruments to 

form a marching band. Many men of our parish fondly remember their participation in 

this group. Father Henry Sawicki was the chaplain. 

Installation of the New Pastor 

On Sunday, January 2, 1955, Father Mazurkiewicz officially installed the new 

pastor. Father Francis Hladki. No small task awaited Father Hladki as Father Studzinski's 

replacement. He took on this new challenge, however, with the quiet strength and 

determination that he had brought to all his previous assignments. It was a singular 

advantage that he was not a stranger to the parish. As far back as Father Waszko's time, 

he had often been invited from Whitestone to assist in our parish and he had been 

selected to write a brief history of Father Waszko's life upon his death. Father Hfadki had 

given most of his priestly years to teaching and preaching missions, including the one 

preceding the Golden Jubilee of our parish. There is no merit to be gained from a point-

by-point comparison of these two excellent, though different pastors. However, there is 

one way in which Father Htadki was more knowledgeable than his predecessor and that 

was in church buildings, although neither an architect nor a builder himself. His previous 
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assignment had been in New Haven where he had been responsible for the building of a 

splendid rectory. 

The New Rectory  

The first offerings for the new rectory had been noted as far back as 1947, ten years 

before construction began. Apparently, as soon as all the previous debts had been paid 

during the Jubilee Year, Father Studzinski began gathering funds for the new rectory. The 

necessity of this project was obvious to him by the fact that the old rectory had long 

outgrown its needs since its size did not keep pace with the growth of the parish. Thus the 

fund continued to grow under Fatherladki. He first had to cope with a more urgent need, 

the renovation of the church. The repairs on the lower church had to be finished, 

specifically, the stairs and entrance from the street. Then came repairing of the roof, 

waterproofing the brick, installing storm windows and regilding the crosses on the roof- 

all at the cost of one hundred four thousand dollars. The parish societies, as always, 

hastened to assist in raising the necessary money. The new and energetic Holy Name 

Society recognized three thousand dollars profit in its campaign of selling "roof tiles." 

This scheme was followed up by "bricks" the following year, and another drawing to 

raise funds for a chapel in the new rectory. In addition to Bingo, a new means of financial 

assistance was brought into being in the form of a Booster Club. June,1955 saw a 

carnival held on the grounds for the new rectory at Humboldt and Broome Streets. The 

old convent needed to be suitably prepared for use as a temporary rectory, which 

occurred in April, 1957. The old rectory was razed in May, in spite of a strike-caused 

delay, and the foundation for the new rectory was dug in June. Thus, the carnival was 

repeated, but this time in the school yard. In September, a Patron cover featured the 

imposing new rectory, which Father Hladki announced would be finished the following 

year.  

Indeed it was completed by May, 1958, when on the last Sunday an Open House 

was held. Some eight hundred visitors came in spite of a driving rain. Bishop John 

Boardman blessed it on June 8
th

 before administrating Confirmation. By July 28
th

, the 

affairs of the parish were being settled from the office in the new rectory builging. 

Financial Affairs  

After the building of the new rectory, Father Hladki turned his attention to the 

renovation of the other parish buildings. We all know that there is a constant financial 

outlay required for the upkeep of buildings which, if not made, results in even greater 

future expenditures. Thus in 1959, the now thirty-year old school needed roof and heating 

repairs, as well as painting. In 1961, the lower church was painted and electrically 

rewired. In 1962, kneelers in the upper church were replaced and the murals were 

restored from the damage caused by the heat, candles, and votive lights. To prolong the 

life of these art works, the electric votive lights were installed.  

His Excellency, Bishop Thomas Molloy, after shepherding the Diocese of Brooklyn 

for thirty-five years, died on December, 1956. He was replaced in 1957 by Bishop Brian 
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McEntegart, then the rector of Catholic University in Washington, D.C. Long concerned 

about the needs of Catholic education, the new Bishop launched an extensive fund-

raising campaign for the building of new diocesan high schools, estimated at thirty-seven 

million dollars.  

Each parish was assigned a quota, ours was one hundred and sixty-five thousand 

dollars to be collected by the end of 1962. Our parishioners once again responded with 

generosity and self-sacrifice. The first of many large donations made in 1960 was one 

thousand dollars from Constance and Liam O'Leary. One issue of the Patron  lists more 

than a page of those whose donations exceeded one hundred dollars. By the Summer of 

1961, more than one hundred thousand dollars of our quota had been met. 

The Joys and Sorrows of 1955-1964 

In the Fall of 1955, Father Rufus Wicelinski, O.F.M., celebrated the Twenty-Fifth 

Anniversary of his priesthood. He had for many years been an army chaplain and as a 

parishioner, was a member of one of our most outstanding families. The choir celebrated 

its Golden Jubilee in 1956. Father Hfadki very quietly observed the Fortieth Anniversary 

of his priesthood in May, 1957. In September, Father Francis Kellner, presently one of 

our assistants, then in Erie, Pennsylvania, observed his Silver Jubilee at St. John Kanty 

Preparatory School. He was as well renowned for his work with our choir in his first 

assignment to our parish as he is now with his service to his beloved Krakowianki. In 

October, the St. Aloysius Society sponsored a banquet for an unusual reason: to honor 

Edward A. Kurmel, who had been its president for twenty-five years. In that same month, 

Father Casimir Kwiatkowski was named Vice-Provincial, while in December the 

Children of Mary Sodality honored the fifty-year membership of its president, Magdalen 

Piechocka, with a banquet. 

One of the most gratifying occasions of that year was the Silver Jubilee celebration 

of one of our assistants. Father Victor Brzoska, C.M., on December 1, 1957. He had 

come to us after fourteen years as a missionary in China, and a few years attachment to 

the mission band in Whitestone. He undertook his priestly endeavors most earnestly. In 

addition to his ordinary obligations, he supervised the operation of the parish library with 

the help of Jadwiga Wodzynska. Moreover, he had organized a priests' library in the 

rectory and served as organist whenever needed. Yet his finest efforts went to being 

chaplain of the choir and the Dramatic Circle, and the creation of a symphony orchestra. 

This orchestra especially received much acclaim, even beyond the parish. In 1961 he was 

appointed superior in New Haven and then transferred to the Whitestone mission band. 

He died on February 10, 1969, after a short illness at the age of sixty-two, and is buried in 

Calvary Cemetery. 

In 1958, Father John Redzimski observed his Silver Jubilee amidst large numbers of 

well-wishers, having been chaplain of the Rosary, Holy Name. Our Lady of Fatima 

Societies, as well as Krakowianki and Gorale and an organist when the need arose. On 

June 1st of that year, Father Edward Spurgiasz celebrated his first Mass. In 1959, our 

popular assistant, Father Francis Krzyzak, was feted in honor of his twenty-five years as a 
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priest. The year 1960 brought a double blessing: the first Mass of two young men from 

our parish, Father Barnabas Gorski, O.F.M., and Father Edmund Gutowski, C.M. 

The parish observed the three-hundred-year anniversary of the death of St. Vincent 

de Paul, founder of the Congregation of the Mission, with a special novena which ended 

on November 27, 1960, the actual anniversary. The closing of the novena was attended 

by Bishop J. Denning, the representative of our Ordinary, and thirty monsignori and 

priests from neighboring parishes as well as fellow Vincentians. There was also a special 

commemorative issue of the Patron.  

Father Henry Sawicki, C.M. — In 1961, we have yet one more Silver Jubilee of the 

priesthood, and that is Father Henry Sawicki. His devotion to the people of our parish and 

of our neighborhood is attested to by the fact that two banquets had to be held to 

accommodate all those who wished to attend. He was one of our own and he had worked 

among so many of us. Most notably, hundreds of us had been taught religion by him. No 

one who attended English Masses in the lower church was unfamiliar with his presence 

and his gentle preaching. He was fondly known by his congregation as the "pastor of the 

lower church." He had taught also in the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. He was 

always available and had a sympathetic ear and a friendly smile for everyone, especially 

young people. For years, the Stano (Bingo) was associated with his name and he had 

organized the Booster Club. In 1962, he became superior here in our parish and in 1966 

he was named Vice-Provincial. The community's gain was our loss as his new duties took 

him to Utica, New York. 

Then in May, 1963, we observed the Twenty- Fifth Anniversary of the priesthood of 

another one of our parishioners, Father John Kowalski. The Krakowianki also celebrated 

twenty-five years of their existence in the Fall of that year. Their fame had spread beyond 

the confines of our parish as they had performed for the President of the United States in 

Washington, D.C., as well as at the World's Fair in 1964. 

This time period had its share of sorrowful deaths. On December 30, 1955, we 

experienced the loss of Father Bernard Niesfony, who while working among us had 

substituted for the pastor whenever there was a need. He had been assigned to Whitestone 

in 1950, where he had been superior and died suddenly at the age of fifty-six. 

In July of 1963, Father Mazurkiewicz observed the Sixtieth Anniversary of his 

priesthood on the fifth of the month and then went to his eternal reward the very next day, 

after many long years of fruitful labor. 

The Second Fire  

An unfortunate event repeated itself at the end of 1963, just as forty-two years 

earlier at the end of the year, a fire broke out in the church. This time, however, it was no 

accident. A rash of fires had been set in churches and other buildings in our neighbor-

hood. We were not to be spared Greenpoint's misfortune, because on Decembers a fire 

was discovered in our church. We were fortunate in that the damage was confined largely 

to the sacristy since the blaze was quickly detected and extinguished by the Fire 
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Department. However, all the vestments and liturgical articles were lost. The people were 

deeply moved by the tragedy, responded quickly. Through their efforts, the church was 

restored to its former splendor, complete with all new vestments and liturgical vessels.  

The Parish Greets a New Pastor  

After nine years of arduous work, Father Hladki was replaced by Father Gothard 

Krzysteczko, C.M. Father Krzysteczko had worked in China from the time of his 

ordination in 1936 until 1949 when all missionaries had been expelled from China by the 

Communist regime. He was then assigned to the mission in Whitestone, and in 1951 

transferred to St. Michael's Church in Derby, Connecticut to serve as an assistant, where 

he became pastor in 1961. These were difficult times to be a pastor, especially after 

Vatican II which was working to revitalize the faith, but in so doing, created a need to 

maintain a balance between the old and the new.  

Fr. Krzysteczko was assigned to us in February, 1964, and immediately immersed 

himself in the work of our parish. He especially concerned himself with completing the 

work on the fire-damaged sacristy. He received unexpected assistance from the Oginski 

Choir which performed a benefit concert under the inspiration of its director. Professor 

Antoni Kazmierczak. 

Father Hladki Honored 

Father Hfadki continued to live and work with us after being relieved of the burden 

of pastoral duties. On September 13, 1964, the parish honored him with a banquet in 

appreciation for his dedicated efforts in our behalf. Our own St. Cecilia's Choir and the 

Krakowianki i Gorale participated in the program. In his speech of acknowledgment the 

guest of honor thanked everyone present and expressed his appreciation to the entire 

parish. 

The happy memories of the occasion were marred two weeks later by the sudden 

death of Father Hfadki on Saturday, September 26th. One of our priests found him sitting 

in a chair in his room with his head bowed to one side and holding a pencil in his hand as 

though preparing his sermon for the following day. Ironically, his was the first death in 

the new rectory which he built. The following Sunday, after Devotions, his body was 

brought to the lower church where it was viewed until Tuesday afternoon at which time it 

was removed to the upper church. The funeral Vigil, Mass, and Eulogy were held on 

Wednesday, followed by interment at Calvary Cemetery. Approximately fifty priests, a 

great number of nuns, and many parishioners attended the funeral. 

Chronicle - 1964-1965 

On October 29, 1964, our former assistant and editor of the Patron,  Father 

Bolesfaw Bielski, observed the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of his ordination. At that time 

he was stationed in Erie, Pennsylvania. 

In November, one of our oldest established funeral directors, Frank Dekarski, son of 

Francis Dekarski, co-founder and trustee of our parish, died. 
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The first Sunday of Advent, a partial introduction of the Liturgy in the vernacular 

took place. 

In February, 1965, the "Vocation Club" was founded. Volunteers of this club 

attended the Workshop at St. John Kanty Prep for a few days out of the year for a number 

of years. 

On June 20th, a Fiftieth Jubilee of Priesthood was held for our former assistant, 

Reverend Father Michat Gryglak with a Solemn Mass offered on Corpus Christi. Our 

Krakowianki i Gorale successfully performed at the World's Fair, also our St. Cecilia's 

Choir sang for the second time. On November 21st, St. Ann's Society, Group 396 of the 

Polish Union observed its Twenty-Fifth Anniversary. 

In the Summer of 1965, our own Missionary the Most Reverend Ignatius Krauze, 

C.M., who was also the first Polish Bishop in China and Ordinary of many of our priests, 

was guest at our parish. He visited our parish for the first time around 1937, when he was 

here as an Apostolic Prefect before becoming a Bishop. He sought help in the United 

States for his missions in China. As usual, our parish gave generously 

When the communists expelled all the Missionaries from China, the Bishop 

returned and remained in Whitestone from 1948 to 1952 and visited us several times. He 

also stayed with us in 1957 when the assistant to the Superior General from Paris, the 

Reverend Wactaw Knapik, C.M., visited our parish. He returned on his way to the 

Vatican Council in Rome. In 1969 Reverend Krauze celebrated his Fiftieth Jubilee as a 

priest and his Twenty-Fifth as a Bishop in Brazil where he has been stationed since 1952. 

He visited us again, spoke at a meeting of the Holy Name Society, and then in 1971 was 

invited to a parish in Utica, New York which was also celebrating its Diamond Jubilee. 

Once again he returned to participate in our celebrations. 

Year 1966 - Millennium of Poland's Christianity 

Jubilee Committee was formed in New York in December, 1964, composed of 

prominent leaders and priests from the Dioceses of New York, Brooklyn, and Rockville 

Centre,of which the late Cardinal Spellman was honorary chairman. Our local Jubilee 

Committee was organized on November 29, 1965. During the first nine Saturdays, from 

January 1st to September 3rd, a Millennium Novena was conducted. Responsibility for 

the attendance at the novena devotions was assigned to the Societies to serve as an 

example by their presence. To further deepen the religious feeling of the Millennium, a 

Mission was held from March 20th to April 3rd, the first week in Polish and the second in 

English. During the Triduum, on the last of the three days of the Millennium, a religious 

celebration was held at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York. It was attended by our 

Polonia from New York and vicinity all of which received Holy Communion. A special 

copy of the Patron,  edited on Easter Sunday, was devoted to the Millennium. The 

second Sunday after Easter, April 24th, was dedicated to the Millennium Celebration 

with a Solemn High Mass celebrated by Father F. Romanowski with a sermon delivered 

by Reverend E. Fus, J.C.D. The latter part was concluded with a program presented to a 
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full audience at 4 p.m. Once again, our Choir and the Dramatic Circle participated. One 

of the speeches was made by Doctor Eugene Kuszelewicz, the present president of the 

Kosciuszko Foundation. The master of ceremonies was our own parishioner, the late 

Wfadystaw Furka, attorney at law. On this day, during the celebration, the Reverend 

Francis Myszka, C.M ., Provincial Visitor of our Vincentian Fathers, honored us with his 

presence, arriving from Cracow a few days before to visit our mission houses. For the 

information of all our parishioners, the artistic poster for the Millennium program 

throughout the whole year in our parish was done by the late Mieczysfaw Jozefowski. 

The week of September 18th to 25th was one in which all of our Brooklyn Diocese 

officially celebrated our Millennium. The Most Reverend Bishop Wladyst'aw Rubin, 

Protector of Polonia outside of the Polish boundaries came from Rome, representing His 

Eminence Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski. He arrived in our parish on Thursday, September 

22nd, and after a short devotion spoke to those present in Polish and English. He departed 

shortly in order to visit our neighbor parish, SS. Cyril and Methodius. He celebrated the 

main Thanksgiving Services in the evening at the St. James Pro-Cathedral in Brooklyn in 

the presence of the Bishops of the Diocese, clergy, nuns and members of the different 

Polish parishes. 

The Millennium Jubilee was terminated in our parish January 7, 1968. On this day, 

our pastor, Father Gothard Krzysteczko blessed the Millennium Plaque. This plaque is 

engraved with emblems, names of societies, and priests who worked in our parish during 

this great year. It is the masterpiece of Jan Sowinski. 

Two of our parishioners were ordained and celebrated their first Solemn High Mass 

in our church during 1966. Father Robert Kujawa, C.M., celebrated his Mass on the last 

Sunday of May, 1966, and Father Robert Czok, on the first Sunday of June. The sermon 

during his Mass was delivered by the Reverend Professor Zdzisfaw Peszkowski from the 

Polish Seminary in Orchard Lake, Michigan, where Father Czok studied. On November 

22, 1966, the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Patron  was observed with a special 

edition of the Patron  and a banquet. 

Chronicle 1967 

On the feast of Christ The King we were visited by the Most Reverend Bishop Piotr 

Filipak, Bishop Ordinary of a Diocese in Brazil. After delivering all of the sermons on 

the day of his visit, he thanked the parishioners for their generous contributions. 

Although his Diocese in Brazil is huge, priests are few, and supplies and help are 

insufficient. 

In June, Father Gerald Przywara, C.M. celebrated his first Solemn High Mass, then 

was appointed as an assistant in our parish. 

In July the envelope system was introduced, and in the Fall, the Sunday Evening 

Mass also was introduced. The Mothers' Club, later changed to Parents' Club, was 

organized in December. Its duties were to give help to our school. 
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The Young Parishioners Chorale is organized under the direction of Deena Javor. 

These young ladies sing not only during Mass in the lower church but also in the parish 

hall on special events. They sang for the first time in our church during Christmas in 

1966. 

On October 20th Father Francis Szczechowiak died. He was pastor of the Holy 

Cross Parish in Maspeth, our parishioner and our sincere friend. 

Chronicle - 1968 

Monsignor Julian Zebrowski, who after his ordination in 1918 was an assistant in 

our parish, observed his Golden Jubilee on June 2nd. 

During the summer season, the restoration o f -  the lower church began; the cost 

was over one hundred thousand dollars. 

On the last day of September, our former Ordinary, Archbishop Bryan McEntegart 

passed away. His successor was the Most Reverend Bishop Francis John Mugavero. 

The Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Death of St. Stanislaus Kostka was 

observed on the feast day of St. Stanislaus and was preceded by the Forty Hour 

Devotions. 

On November 17th, our Superior, Father Walenty Pieczka, observed his Twenty-

Fifth Jubilee with a Solemn High Mass followed by a banquet. 

The following week we were visited by our Bishop, who kindly took part in the 

reception at the rectory, concelebrated a Mass in the evening and graciously received and 

met the nuns and parishioners in the parish hall. Later in a letter to our Reverend Pastor 

Father G. Krzysteczko, he thanked him and everyone for welcoming him so cordially. 

The Holy Name Society renewed the beautiful custom of sending packages for 

Christmas to our boys overseas in the Armed Forces. 

Chronicle - 1969 

Preparations were made to organize a Parish Council, and its first meeting was held 

on March 28th. The Council was to have an embodiment of thirty members — four ex-

officio and twenty-six elected members. The eight hundred members of the parish and 

societies voted to select this council. The different committees were formed and 

important matters were discussed. The meetings were to be held approximately once a 

month. 

In May, the Polish Veterans in Exile, the General Sosnkowski Post No. 39, together 

with the Veterans from George Washington Post No. 3 observed the Twenty-Fifth 

Anniversary of the Battle of Monte Cassino. A Mass was offered for the deceased, 

wreaths were placed at various monuments. This was followed by a dinner and program. 

The original Stow. Polskich Kombatantow, SPK, was organized in 1958 and has a 

membership of over one hundred members. 
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One of our assistants, Father Edmund Kowalski, C.M., who is our parishioner and 

who spent most of his priestly years as an educator in parochial schools, observed the 

Silver Anniversary of his priesthood at the beginning of June in our church. After Mass 

he was honored with a banquet in our hall. On this same day, four of our former 

assistants — The Reverend Adam Minkiel, C.M., John Kuczynski, C.M., Henry Czekata, 

C.M., and Sigismund Gosk, C.M., also celebrated their Silver Jubilees. 

On September 7th, Father Stephen Pujdak from the Order of The Sacred Heart who 

is our parishioner, youngest and last of our newly ordained priests, celebrated his first 

Solemn Mass in sign language in our church so that his deaf-mute parents were able to 

participate better at the Mass. 

Distinguished Guest 

Karol Cardinal Wojtyta, Archbishop of Cracow, our most distinguished guest, 

arrived at our parish on September 29, 1969. He was able to spend barely five or six 

hours with us. Our parish was chosen to greet His Eminence with his entourage. He 

arrived from Doylestown, Pennsylvania, assisted by priests and Polish Bishops - Bishop 

A. Abramowicz from Chicago and Bishop Szczepan Wesoty from Rome. In addition to 

the clergy, Bishop Mugavero and other Bishops from our Brooklyn Diocese greeted His 

Eminence. After introductions, mutual greetings and dinner, all went to church to attend 

and celebrate Mass. Theresa Zyczynska, representing our school, greeted the Cardinal 

with flowers. Cardinal Wojtyfa then concelebrated the Holy Sacrifice of Mass with the 

Polish Bishops and with six Polish priests. During Mass, our pastor the Reverend G. 

Krzysteczko, welcomed everyone, and our ordinary greeted the Cardinal. At the end, the 

Cardinal addressed the congregation in both Polish and English. After Mass, he met with 

parishioners and nuns. 

Chronicle 1970-1971 

In January, our beloved editor of the Patron, I the Reverend Karol Wawak, C.M., 

observed his Golden Jubilee in our church, followed by a testimonial dinner in his honor. 

The last change in the liturgy was made on Pal m Sunday 1970. The whole Mass is 

to be said in the venacular. All the daily masses are to be celebrated in Polish with the 

exception of the 8 o'clock Mass which is the children's Mass. All Sunday Masses are said 

in Polish. Sunday 9 o'clock Mass, three Masses in the lower church and the Saturday and 

Sunday Evening Mass are said in English. 

For the Polish Mass, a Missalette "Pan zWami" is used. It was carefully edited by 

the Polish Liturgical Center in Orchard Lake, Michigan. 

April 1970 - The family of Father Edward V. Rutowski, the present pastor in 

Alameda, New Mexico, together with our parish, participated in his Silver Jubilee. 

June 13th - The death of Father Trzeciak. Before coming to our parish he spent ten 

years in Ch ina, twelve years as guardian of Polish immigrants in Australia, founded and 
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edited the Tygodnik Katolicki Catholic Weekly, and spent his last six years with us 

before he died at the age of fifty-nine. 

June 20, 1970 - The Saturday evening Mass at 6:30 p.m. was introduced. This Mass 

fulfills our Sunday obligation. 

November — The Educational Society of Maria Konopnicka and the Saturday 

Supplementary School observed their Golden Jubilee. 

April 1971 — For the first time, mention was made of the existence of our 

organization under the name of "Youth Action." 

The last Sunday of the year, the feast of the Holy Family, was observed with the 

renewal of Marriage vows for couples who celebrated their Silver and Golden Jubilees. 

Our Seventy-Fifth Jubilee 

Our Diamond Jubilee was first mentioned at the Parish Council Meeting held on 

December 12, 1969. At the beginning of 1970, volunteers were invited along with the 

delegates of our societies to form a Jubilee Committee. In May, officers were elected and 

sub-committees were formed. On November 15th, a special announcement was made: 

"On Sunday, November 29, during High Mass - all members of the Jubil ee Committee 

will be present to ask God for help and inspiration for our Jubilee Year." In December, 

the pastor announced the goals to be achieved during this time, namely: renewal of faith 

through a Mission; organizing church celebrations and artistic presentations; and 

renovation of the sanctuary with a new altar and Communion railings. The parishioners 

were also encouraged to give larger donations. 

Handel's Messiah 

The first important event of the Jubilee was a religious concert, which took place in 

our church on Palm Sunday. Handel's Messiah,  an Oratorio, under the baton of Jan 

Jozef Wnek, our parishioner, was organized by Father Francis Kellner. It was a great 

success and was favorably accepted by the press. 

Renovation Of The Sanctuary 

The first matter proposed in conjunction with the Jubilee was the renovation of the 

sanctuary. Work was started on July 12, 1971 and continued for a month. All Masses, 

Sunday and daily, were held in the lower church. The Sanctuary and the new marble altar 

now projected simplicity and beauty. The Communion railings were lowered. This 

eliminated walking up a few steps to receive Holy Communion. The cost of this 

renovation was thirty thousand dollars. 

Most Reverend Bishop Albin Malysiak, C.M. 

The coming preparation for the main day of the Jubilee which occurred on 

December 5, 1971, was a weekly novena held for nine Thursdays followed by the regular 

nine day novena. The first novena began September 30th, and ended November 25th. It 

was conducted in Polish by our Vincentians from Whitestone. The regular novena began 
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November 19th, and ended November 27th, and was conducted in English by Father John 

Kowalski, C.M., and in Polish by Bishop Mafysiak, C.M. 

Bishop Mafysiak, our own Missionary, is Auxilliary to Karol Cardinal Wojtyfa, 

Archbishop of Cracow. 

Before becoming a bishop he was pastor of a large Vincentian Parish in Cracow. He 

accepted our invitation and celebrated the aforementioned novena and High Mass on the 

Jubilee Sunday. During this time, Bishop Mafysiak visited numerous Polish parishes and 

organizations among Polonia in the United States and Canada. He returned to Cracow in 

January of 1972. 

Welcome Long Awaited Day 

At last came the long awaited day! The day of the Diamond Jubilee of our Parish 

was honored with the presence of three bishops and three solemn celebrations, which 

began with the 9 o'clock Mass for the children. Bishop Krauze concelebrated the Mass 

with Father Chester Mrowka, C.M., and Father Edward Gutowski, C.M., who also 

delivered the sermon. During Mass the children sang Polish and English hymns. 

The main celebration — High Mass — with a greeting by Reverend G. 

Krzysteczko, was said in Polish at 11:00 a.m. It was preceded by a procession from our 

school. Priests, nuns, schoolchildren, societies and organizations, veterans and Knights of 

Columbus took part in this procession. 

Bishop Mafysiak concelebrated this Mass with Father Walter Ziemba, D.D., our 

visitor, the Reverend Henry Sawicki, C.M., Father Walenty Pieczka, our superior; Father 

Gothard Krzysteczko, our pastor; Father Karol Wawak, Father Kazimierz Szymanski, 

Father John Kowalski, and Father Edmund Kowalski. Father W. Ziemba delivered the 

sermon in Polish. 

Present in the sanctuary were: Bishop Krauze, Father Edward Fus, J.C.D., 

representing the bishop from Brooklyn. Our St. Cecilia's Choir sang a Polish Mass, while 

the congregation and newly organized boys' choir sang the hymns. Also present were 

numerous clergy, about one hundred and twenty nuns and over eleven hundred people. 

Bishop Francis J. Mugavero was the main celebrant at the 4:00 p.m. Mass. The 

concelebrants were: Reverend Henry Sawicki, C.M., Reverend Gothard Krzysteczko, 

C.M., Reverend Edmund Gutowski, C.M., Reverend Edward V. Rutowski, Reverend 

Edward P. Spurgiasz, C.M., Reverend Robert W. Czok. Seated in the sanctuary were: 

Bishop Ignatius Krauze, C.M., and Bishop Albin Mafysiak, C.M. Reverend Leon 

Baltrucki, pastor of SS. Cyril and Methodius Church in Greenpoint delivered the sermon. 

About fifty priests, one hundred nuns and one thousand people participated. Both Jubil ee 

celebrations ended with our American and Polish Anthems. 
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In Service to St. Stanislaus 

 

Rev. Adolf L. Swierczynski 1899-1902  

Rev. W. Koerner  1901 

Rev. Wfadystaw Stec  1904 

Rev. Gervase Kubec  1905 

Rev. Stanislaus Rysiakiewicz 1905-1906 

Rev. Carol Sarnecki 1906-1909 

Rev. Francis Wilamowski 1907-1911 

Rev. Alexander Cizmowski 1911-1913 

Rev. Wilhelm Mafika  1914 

Rev. Alexander Cizmowski 1915-1917 

 

Rev. Joseph Schreiber  1917 

Rev. EdwardI Glamkowski 1917-1918 

Rev. Julian Zebrowski 1918-1921 

Rev. Joseph Paprocki 1921-1922 

Rev. Joseph Tencza  1922 

 

Rev. Paul Waszko, C.M.  1922 

Rev. Wenceslaus Jęczmionka, C M  1922-1923 

Rev. John Pieniazek, C M  1922-1927 

Rev. Peter Olszowka, C.M. 1923-1927  

Rev. Victor Koztowski, C.M. 1925-1931 

 

Rev. Joseph Czapla, C M  1927-1929 

Rev. Paul Waszko, C.M.  1927-1929 

Rev. Adalbert N. Kowalski C M  1929-1930 

Rev. Michael Pajak, C.M. 1930-1931 

 

Rev. Joseph Zajac, C.M.  1930-1933 

Rev. Casimir Kwiatkowski, C M  1931-1934 

Rev. Zygmunt Piotrowski,C.M  1932-1934 
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Rev. Charles Pacherski, C.M 1933-1938 

 

Rev. Lucian Sociriski, C.M. 1934-1937 

Rev. Ignatius Dudziak, C.M. 1934-1935 

Rev. Michael Gryglak, C.M. 1935-1941  

Rev. Casimir Kiczuk, C.M.  1938 

Rev. Francis Kellner, C.M. 1938-1944 

 

Rev. Francis Hamerski, C.M. 1938-1940 

Rev. Stanislaus Konieczny, C.M. 1939-1940 

Rev. Boleslaus Bielski, C.M. 1940-1944  

Rev. Adalbert N. Kowalski, C.M.  1940 

Rev. Victor Koztowski, C.M. 1941-1943 

 

Rev. Vincent Mozdzier, C.M. 1942-1945 

Rev. Joseph Pieprzyca, C.M. 1943-1944 

Rev. Karol Wawak, C.M.  1944-  

Rev. Chester Kochanski, C.M.  1944 

Rev. John Kuczynski, C.M.  1944-1945 

 

Rev. Henry Czekała, C.M.  1945-1947 

Rev. Bernard Niesłony, C.M. 1945-1950 

Rev. Stanislaus Stempien, C.M. 1945-1951 

Rev. Wojciech Kranc, C.M. 1948-1957 

Rev. Henry Sawicki, C.M.  1948-1966 

 

Rev. John Redzimski, C.M.  1949-1964 

Rev. Victor Brzoska, C.M.  1950-1961 

Rev. Francis Krzyzak, C.M. 1951-1960 

Rev. Edward Spurgiasz, C.M. 1958-1959 

Rev. Adalbert N. Kowalski, C.M. 1959 

 

Rev. Chester Mrowka, C.M. 1959 
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Rev. Sigismund Gosk, C.M. 1959-1962 

Rev. Walenty Pieczka, C.M.  1959- 

Rev. Edmund Gutowski, C.M. 1960-1961 

Rev. Stanislaus Miekina, C.M. 1960-1965 

 

Rev. Francis Kellner, C.M.  1960- 

Rev. Eugene Szyszka, C.M. 1961 

Rev. K. Edmund Trzeciak, C.M. 1964-1970 

Rev. Francis Brozek, C.M.  1964-1965 

Rev. Charles Pacherski, C.M. 1965-1968 

 

Rev. Edmund Kowalski, C.M.  1965- 

Rev. Gerald Przywara, C.M. 1967-1969 

Rev. Wojciech Sojka, C.M.  1968-1970 

Rev. Edward Spurgiasz, C.M.  1969- 

Rev. Joseph Wiśniewski, C.M. 1970- 

 

 

 Priests Ordained From This Parish 

   

Rev. Thomas Matecki 1908  

Rev. Theodore J. Regulski 1910  

Rev. John A. Dekarski 1911  

Rev. Edward P. Glamkowski 1915  

Rev. Joseph Schreiber 1915  

Rev. Julian V. Zebrowski 1918  

Rev. John A. Regulski 1918  

Rev. Michael Klukaczewski 1920  

Rev. Francis J. Szczechowiak 1921  

Rev. Stanislaus Garstka 1921  

Rev. Anthony Zasowski 1925  

Rev. Stanislaus Smulski 1926  
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Rev. Rufus Wicelin'ski, O.F.M. Conv. 1930 

Rev. William F. Flaskowski 1933  

Rev. Casimir Szyman'ski, C.M. 1933  

Rev. Henry Sawicki, C.M. 1936  

Rev. John F. Kowalski, C.M. 1938  

Rev. Francis C. Romanowski 1939  

Rev. Edmund R. Kowalski, C.M. 1944  

Rev. Edward V. Rutowski 1945  

Rev. Edward P. Spurgiasz, C.M. 1958  

Rev. Edmund P. Gutowski, C.M. 1960  

Rev. Barnabas Go'rski, O.F.M. 1960  

Rev. Robert W. Czok 1966  

Rev. Robert Kujawa, C.M. 1966  

Rev. Stephen Pujdak, SCJ 1969 
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