
SAINT CASIMIR 
501 Power Street 

Johnstown, Penna. 15906 
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The parish patron-
Crown Prince of Poland 
and Lithuania 

Rev. Bronislaus Dembinski 
Founding Pastor 

For Poles, faith is spelled struggle, and is so true for the Polish people 
of Johnstown, Cambria County in south central Pennsylvania. At. first 
the home of three Indian tribes in 'Canemah Valley', Poles immigrated 
here from their homeland seeking employment, a better life and 

'freedom'. While attending other Catholic parishes, by 1901, several formed the St. Casimir Society- the 
foundation of the future Polish parish named in honor of the great Polish Crown Prince & saint- Casimir. 

The Indiana stone facade of Johnstown's 
first & only Polish church-St. Casimir 

Bishop Harvey of Altoona gave permission to found this new parish and sent Rev. Bronislaus Dembinski 
from Scranton, Pa. as the founding Pastor. By June, 1902, construction of the basement church and rectory 
located on Power Street began in the city of steel making attracting tens of thousands. By 1907 the upper 
church structure of brick and Indiana sandstone was completed. Names of the early pioneers include Joseph 
Smelkowski, Ignacy Mikulski, John Swiedik, John Wudczak and Casimir Tarnowski. On July 10,1902 a gas 
explosion in the Rolling Mill Mine killed over 100 men including 58 members of the newly founded parish 
& 18 members of the St. Casimir Society. A parish cemetery was begun in 1903 and children of the parish 
were taught in the basement area of the church by lay teachers who served as organists. With the church 
completed and concecrated in 1907, a parish school was built on Chestnut Street and Fifth Avenue. When 
the Franciscan Sisters of Blessed Kunegunda arrived in 1912 from Chicago, Illinois to staff the school, there 
were 212 pupils. 
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An aerial view of the Conemaugh River thru Johnstown by 
St. Casimir's church marked with an arrow at bottom right. 



The famous St. Casimir Basketball team 

Such events were common promoters 
of the Polish heritage of the parish. 

Polish ethnic pride was enjoyed by the 
school children of St. Casimir parish 

While 30 daughters of the parish became Religious women 
mostly in the Franciscan Sisters of Bl. Kunegunda, 4 native sons 
(Walter Kurdziel, Anthony Pollack, Dennis Kurdziel and Eugene 
Gomulka) were ordained priests. There were many societies in 
the parish, and the parish children played on the St. Casimir 
Basketball team, the Kolko Mlodziey Polskie (Polish Youth 
Singing Circle) or one of the Polish Fraternal Benefit Groups. 
The 700 families thru the 30's, 40's & 50's gathered for Gorzkie 
Zale & blessing of Easter food baskets. They sang the beloved 
Koledy & hymns to Mary. Theu honored their patron saint and 
took their religious convictions into public forum. Children 
continued to learn the Polish language & history into the 50's. 

In 1951 Rev. (later Monsignor) Casimir Ossowski was 
appointed Pastor. He saw a gradual decrease in the school 
population until 1967 when the Diocese effected a consolidation 
on the West End. In 1977 parish buildings were affected by the 
third Johnstown flood which caused the parish to close the 
school building and the Sisters to exit the parish in 1982. St. 
Casimir parish today numbers 331 families and since 1994 is 
clustered with the church as a 'worship site'. 
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l i s plaque notes the special "Plenary Indulgence" 
ued to the parish by Pope Pius X for all times 

Such Franciscan Sisters since 1907. "Toties Quoties" is the only one in the 
of Bl. Kunegunda served whole Altoona-Johnstown Diocese, 
the parish 1912-1982 

A testing of faith came several times to the parish especially 
with the infamous Johnstown floods. Property damage was 
extensive and cosdy. Many died, including one of the sisters 
stationed at the parish convent. Yet the faith was alive and 
celebrated with a fervent Polish flavor. Students in the school 
numbered 575 by 1921. All studied the Polish language and 
History and took part in patriotic stage presentations. Rev. Finke 
completed the second floor of the school and was ever so proud of 
its hundreds of graduates. 


