
ST. CASIMIR JOHNSTOWN, PA. 
(The Legacy of Prince Gallitzin. A History of the Altoona Johnstown Diocese) 

While attending St. Stephen Parish Church, the Poles organized St. Casmir Lodge in 
1892. This organization formulated plans for the establishment of a parish for the Polish- 
speaking people. On November 22, 1901, two lots were purchased on which the present 
church and convent are located. 

At the request of Bishop Eugene Garvey, first Bishop of the newly-formed Diocese of 
Altoona, the Pastoral duties were assigned to Fr. Bronislaus Dembinski, a priest from the 
Diocese of Scranton. Soon after his arrival the construction of the basement church and 
rectory, which is the present convent, was begun. 

Not two months elapsed from the establishment of the parish when a setback accured: 
forty-one bread earners of the congregation were victims in the disastrous Johnstown Mine 
explosion The names of the deceased miners are inscribed on a cross as a monument in St. 
Casimir Cemetery. 

The rectory (the present convent building) was completed in the fall of 1902. The laying 
of the cornerstone for the basement of the church took place on September 4, 1902, with the 
first Mass being said in the new church on the first or second Sunday of Advent of that year. 
Bishop Garvey dedicated the church on December 21, 1902 

In January of 1903, the Parochial School was opened in the basement of the building, 
and was separated from the church by a partition. In 1905, work on the completion of the 
church structure was renewed; the Cambria Steel Company donated the steel and bricks 
needed for the construction. The first bells were purchased and blessed on February 24, 
1907. The completed church was dedicated by Bishop Garvey on August 8, 1907. In 1910, 
Fr. Dembinski built a chapel at the request of the people of Conemaugh, which later 
developed into Assumption Parish. 

On February 27, 1911, lots were purchased for the construction of the current rectory. In 
March of 1913, work was begun on the parochial school building, which was dedicated on 
September 21, 1913. By this time, the school was staffed by the Franciscan Sisters of 
Kunegunda. 

Fr. Dembinski left for Poland in May of 1923, never to return. He became chaplain of 
the Felician Sister's College in Warsaw, and died on February 27, 1949. 

Michael Mackowiak served as administrator of the parish for two years, until the new 
pastor was appointed. 

The second Bishop of the Diocese, John McCort, appointed Fr. Ladislaus Finke as 
Pastor, who arrived on March 15, 1925. In that same year he added a second floor to the 
school. As late as the 1950s, children of St. Casimir studied Poland and the Polish language 
in the school. 



Fr. Finke passed away to his heavenly reward on June 15, 1951 at the age of 82. 

Bishop Richard Guilfoyle appointed Fr. Casimir Ossowski to be the next pastor of St. 
Casimir. 

On July 20, 1977, the city suffered its third major flood. Once again, St. Casimir 
sustained minimal damage. The church basement was totally remodeled in time to celebrate 
the parish's Diamond Anniversary in December of that year. 

In September, 1987, Msgr. Ossowski retired, becoming Pastor Emeritus, and Bishop 
Joseph Adamec appointed Fr. George Kaharchik to succeed him. 


