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T H O U G H T F O R T H E D A Y — 

By Father Paul Thomas 
In ancient Greece there lived a king by the name of Dionysius. Materially speaking, this king lived a luxorious and prosperous life. He had servants and courtiers to wait on his every whim. His palace was lavishly furnished. His table was always laden with huge quantities of the most delectable di9hes the royal chefs could garner anywhere. 
A friend of the king by the name of Damocles, noting all these luxuries of the royal household, was repeatedly telling the kind what a wonderfully pleasure-ful and happy life lie (the king) enjoyed. 
Getting tired of hearing this from his friend, the king struck on a novel way of disabusing him of his false notion. He invited him to be his guest at one of the royal dinners. Damocles had just sat down with the king and was all set to enjoy one of these sumptuous meals when he noticed a huge sword hanging from the ceiling right over his head. But he turned white with horror when he noticed that it was hanging by only a single tiny tiuead. Well, Damocles didn't enjoy that meal very much. 
Dionysius had taught his friend that happiness is primarily a thing of the heart and soul, rather than of the body. That we can be surrounded by all kinds of riches and pleasures, but if we are troubled of soul, or unhappy of heart, these material riches will mean nothing. 
From our own experience we know hat if our conscience botherte us, or if we are worried, we can't sleep, no matter how soft the mattress. We could sit down to the most tasty meal, but if we would then get some tragic news, for example that a member of our family had just been killed; or that we had just lost all our possessions, that dinner would taste like ashes in our mouth, no matter how delicious the food. 
It is the office of our religion to help keep our conscience clear, and our soul at 

-pcacc so-thit: we can enjoy true, deep and abiding happiness. 

u A costa, Pa A 
Around the beginning of this century, just' at the time the coal fields of this area were being opened up, a large number of immigrants arriving from Europe. 
Many of them came into the new labor market created by the opening of the mines. A large percentage of these immigrants were Catholics from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria and Italy. Immediately upon their arrival at these mining operations they petitioned the bishop of the Altoona diocese for a church and priest. 
At that time Ralphton was most centrally located among the Catholics of the area, and was therefore chosen for the site of the new church. It was erected in 1908 and named for St. Joseph. Its first pastor was Father A. M. Habrowsky, and we find his first official parish record to be a baptism performed Oct. 24, of that year. 
It was not long before the Catholics in Acosta became numerous enough to warrant building a church in Iheir town—at least of mission status. A Church was built in 1912, and named for St. John the Baptist. It continued as a mission church served from the Ralphton parisKimtil-1944. 
With the closing of the mine at Ralphtoft in the early forties, and the exodus of most of the rseidents, Ralphton was no longer the center of Catholic population,' but lost this position to Acoata, and the latter therefore merited the residence of the pastor. 
At this time the pastor of St. J o s e p h* s was Father Mathias Becker. This was fortunate, for Father Becker before his ordination had been an architect. With the aid. of the parishioners he dismantled the parsonage, board by board, hauled It to Acosta and reassembled it beside the church. The job was completed and Father Becker moved in in the fall of 19 4 4. The Ralphton church was then razetl, and St. John's church has been serving all the Catholics of the area since that time. 
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J o s e p h ^ 
St. Jotm^ Cemetery of 

J o s e p h Acosta f \ AlpH 
St. Jotw's Cemetery is located at the 
intersection of Route 30 and Route 
601 by Watkins Chevrolet. Travel on 
the Ralphton Road about two miles, 
turn left on the Miller Road. Go 
5/10th of a mile, turn left onto Hysota 
Fuel Road. The cemetery is well 
taken care of and has a brown rail 
fence around it. 

November 1st is All Saints Day, a 
holy day observed by the Roman 
Catholic Church. An old custom of 
the church is the blessing of 
cemeteries and individual graves on 
or before November 1st. 

Graves of the Unknown 

On Sunday, October 27, 1996, in observance of All Saints Day, Fr. Blase Wegierski, Father of the newly merged All 
Saints Parish in Boswell, blessed the parish cemeteries. Mt. Caramel at Crossroads, St. Stanislaus in Boswell and St. 

j ^ p i 4 John's in Ralphton. This newly merged parish is made up of these four parishes; St. Joseph's and St. Stanislaus in 
Boswell. St. Joseph's in Jenners and St. John the Baptist in Acosta. 

During the blessing of the cemeteries a few appropriate songs were sung, prayers were said and short passages from the 
Bible were read. The individual blessing of graves followed this brief ceremony. St. John's Cemetery of Acosta, located 
in Ralphton, is very unique. Ralphton was a booming coal mining town during the early 1900's. The town's population 
was made up of many ethnic people. In addition to the Polish, the Italians, the Germans and the English, many Afro-
Americans lived in this coal mining town and worked in the coal mines. Very little history is recorded about them, other 
than their having attended Boswell High School and their participation in school sports. 

No information is recorded of where they may have attended church services or the name of a clergyman who cared for 
their spiritual needs. Such as baptisms, weddings or funerals. When a member of their family died they were simply 
buried in a wooded area near St." Roman Catholic Church in Ralphton. At that time Ralphton had a Catholic 
Church, see Newsletter issue Oct., Nov., Dec. 1994, Vol. 4. 

J e s t Ptf 
When St. Jotnfs Cemetery was being enlarged and the brush and brambles were being cleared away, these graves were 
discovered. Fr. Strittmatter, a former priest of St. John The Baptist Church in Acosta is responsible for these simple 
white crosses being placed to mark the graves. These markers are the only reminders to us that these Afro-Americans 
lived, and worked here and attended Boswell's schools. 

This information is based on folklore and some actual fa^t he Editor. 



THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 1971 

RECTORY of St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church, Acost& 

St. 'John the Baptist RC Parish ' (7 

To Hold Open House Sunday 
'Open House" on Sunday, August 29, of the new rectory of St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Parish in Acosta, will mark the completion of building and remodeling plans progress-ing over the past five years. In-cluded in the plans were the ex-tensive remodeling of the church, built over sixty years ago as a mission church of the former St. Joseph's Parish in Ralphton. Inside and outside im-provements to the parish hall, constructed in 1958, under the pastorship of the Rev. Paul Thomas; improvements to the grounds with a paved parking lot and the building of the new rectory in Ralphton, torn down, and rebuilt under the direction of the Rev. Mathias Becker, at the Acosta site. 
Actual work on the new rec-tory began in April 1970 and was occupied eight months later. Be-sides the regular living quar-ters, the structure also contains a sacristy, two offices, a recre-ation or meeting room and a kitchen with a large dining room. 

Community Fellowship The extra dining area has al-

ready been used for the past eighteen weeks to serve dinners on Wednesdays at noon to any-one who enjoys a meal and com-panionship at that time. Women of the parish prepare and serve the dinner. A few dinners each week are delivered to the homes of those who cannot come to the rectory. 
Credits Volunteers 

Successful completion of the building program over the past five years can be attributed not only to the contractors but also to considerable volunteer work of parishioners and others, and the fine cooperation of the entire j parish. 
St. John's Parish includes fam-ilies from Acosta, Gray, Jen-nerstown, Quecreek, Ralphton. Sipesville and surrounding rural areas. 
The Blessing of the new rec-tory by the Most Rev. James J. Hogan, Bishop of the Altoana-Johnstown Diocese will take place at a later date, at which time a more complete history of the parish will be presented. 
The Rev. J. Joseph Strittmat-ter is the present pastor of St. John's. 

You are cordially invited to attend 

. the dedication of 

St. John's Rectory 

by His Excellency 

Most Rev. James J. Hogan, D. D., J. C. D 

on Wednesday, October 6, 1971 

at 5:00 P.M. 

Father J. Joseph Str i t tmatter 

Dinner in the rectory assembly room 

at 6:00 P.M. . 
R.S.V.P. 



Dream Soon to 
Become Reality 
At Acosta 

Dream of T w o Years to 
Soon Become a Reality 

By JOE L IPP INCOTT 
With the contribution of much 

free labor by men after working 
hours and on days off. a dream of 
two years ago soon will become a 
reality. , . 

A new parish hall was visualized 
by an energetic priest, Father 
Paul Thomas, of St. John's Roman 
Catholic church in Acosta, when he 
came to Acosta from Ebensburg in 
1956. 

Arising from a mutual need of 
the community and of the church for 
a meeting place, the parishioners 
supported the project. The expense 
of the building has been cut about 
in half, due to the donation of time 
by construction workers. The actual 
cost of the building is about $15,000, 
but it would have cost $30,000 if the 
labor had not been donated. 

Work on the new hall began early 

last summer, supervised by Joseph 
Gotis, of RD 2 Boswell. 

The hall is to be used by the chur-
ch as a recreation building, for 
church suppers, and other projects. 
For the community, it will be avail-
able for meetings, conventions, and 
for use as a youth center. 

The hall is constructed of cement 
blocks, with redwood trim. 

On the main floor, there will be an 
unobstructed area for meetings, 
catechetical instruction, social gath-
erings, and entertainment, since a 
stage has been included in the con-
struction plan. 

Basement and Main Floor 
Measuring 75 by 36 feet, the hall 

consists of the basement and main, 
floor. i 

Interior trim is of natural wood' 
See D R E A M on Page Two 

NEW PARISH HALL OPENED—Miss Rosalie Gontis 
is shown above cutting the ribbon to formally open 
the new St. John's Roman Catholic church parish 
hall in Acosta Saturday evening. Looking on are 
from l-r, The Very Rev. I-ather joseph aBnik, Vicar 
Forane of the South Deanery of the Altcona-Johns-

town diocese (in white), representing the Most Rev. 
Howard J Carroll, bishop of the Altoona-Johnstown diocese; Father Paul Thomas, pastor of St. John's parish who spearheaded the parish hall project-and Joseph Gontis, who gave his time to supervise' construction of the parish hall. (Photo by Kehoe) 

(Continued from PAGE O N E ) 

and knotty pine. The basement con-
tains a double heating unit, one for 
each floor. Included in plan are a 
dining room, clothes rooms, utility 
room, storage room, kitchen, rest-
rooms, and a snack bar. 

Saturday, November 29, the ded-
ication and grand opening of the 
new parish hall will be observed. 
The public is invited to attend the 
initial ceremonies. 

At 4 p.m. the hall will be bless-
ed by the Very Rev. Joseph A. 
Banik, of Windber. Immediately 
af ter the blessing, the ribbon will 
be cut by Miss Rosalie Gontis, after 
which the hall will be formally open-
ed. 

A ham dinner will then be served 
by the ladies of the parish, to end 
about 7 p.m. 

After the dinner, there will be the 
presentation of the hall to the con-
gregation. Joseph Gontis will hand 
over the keys to the hall to the pas-
tor. 

Father Geno Baroni, an instructor 
at Altoona Catholic high school, will 
be the guest speaker. Following his 
talk, a dance will conclude the even-
ing. 


