
ST. JOHN the B A P T I S T 
517 Acosta Road 

Acosta, Penna. 15220 

The Parish Patron-
ST. JOHN the Baptist. 

The northwest corner of Somerset County was attracting to 
immigrants at the turn of the century. By 1905 coal mining was growing 
in Jenners Township, and in 1907 the coal town of Acosta was begun. 
Many Poles, Slovaks, Hungarians and Italians found their way to this 
place for work and the chance to have a better way of life. Europe was 
embroiled in poliyical and social unrest. 

While the Catholics at first traveled to nearby Ralphton to St. Joseph 
church, by 1912, the Rev. Boleslaus Dutkiewicz erected a church in 
honor of St. John the Baptist. The parishioners were served as a mission 
with the resident priest in Ralphton. What started as a few families gre to 
hundreds as the mine in Ralphton closed in the early 1940's. 

T he then pastor- Rev. Matthias Becker took up residence in Acosta. 
An architect before before ordination, he, with the help of many 
parishioners, dismanded the rectory in Ralphton and re-assembled it, 
board by board besides St. John's church. 

Located off Rt. 985, the one story- 80 ft. long red brick church is on 
primary road. An aluminum steeple & cross is on the church center 

roof, next to the rectory and catechetical center. 
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Several rows of houses located behind the church is the town of Acosta 
with its own post office. Nesded in the hills of the Laurel Mts. of Somerset 
County, the litde town has a strip mine, a fire station, an auto repair shop, 
auto body shop and an insurance company. 

In 1958, a new parish hall, measuring 75 by 36 was dedicated. This was 
a two year project inspired by the pastor Rev. Paul Thomas, blessed by Rev. 
Joseph Banik and after the ham dinner, music was supplied by the Polka 
Teens. 

The Most Rev. James Hogan came on October 6, 1971 to bless the newly 
erected Rectory at St. John's it was a combination of living quarters, two, 
sacristies, two offices, a meeting room and kitchen. 
It was built to replace the one re-assembled in 
1944. Rev. Joseph Strittmatter was the pastor 
during the dedication of the new rectory. 

T he parish grew to nearly 200 families 
with plenty of children. The Polish 
language, once heard frequendy in the 
town was no longer needed in the church 
services. However, plaques of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa were available in the church 
foyer. 

The coal mines have closed, and 
many had to move away. The parish 
numbered 125 families in 1995 when 
the local Bishop decreed that St. John 
the Baptist Church merge with three 
other nearby parishes as All Saints. 
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The list of pastors 

Rev. Matthias Becker 1944-1950 
Rev. Bernard Conley 1950-1956 
Rev. Paul Thomas 1956-1966 
Rev. Joseph Strittmatter 1966-1981 
Rev. Benjamin Dykas 1981-1991 
Rev. Raymond Karr 1991-1995 
Rev. Blase Wegierski, OFM 1995-present 

is church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, is now part of a merger. 

Lt. Anthony). Legarski 

Prieat of the Diocese and 
a proud vocation from Acosta. 

This parish merged with three others 
to form All Saints with the pastor living 
in Davidsville, Pa. There are 126 families 
in 1996. 

This photograph of Msgr. Geno Baroni, a native of Acosta, appears on a book about his life. 
He is described as " one of the most influential and fascinating priests of our times, a man 
desperately missed by all who knew him." 

The Catholics from the parish in Acosta made their contributions to the Diocese 
and to the universal Church: especially with two priesdy vocations: Rev. Anthony 
Legarski and Monsignor Geno Baroni. 

Rev. Legarski was born in 1958 in Acosta, graduated from Somerset Area High 
School, St. Francis College, Loretto, Mt. St. Mary's Seminary, Emmittsburg, Md. 
and was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Altoona- Johnstown in 1983. He served 
as parish assistant and chaplain to prisons and hospitals until 1991 when as a 
Lieutenant he went to serve the Navy as chaplain. 

Rev. Geno Baroni, born in 1930 in Acosta and ordained in 1956 for the Diocese 
of Altoona- Johnstown, had distinguished himself as a champion of the poor and 
disadvantaged. After several parish assignments, he went on to D.C. to serve as head 
of the National Center for Urban Affairs and assistant secretary for HUD. Well-
known and valiant fighter for the values of ethnic neighborhoods, he died at 53 in 
1984, a victim of cancer. 


