
ST. JOSEPH 
Ralphton, Penna. 

Somerset County, located in south-central Pennsylvania between the 
Laurel Ridge and Allegheny Ridge of the Appalachian Mountains is geo-
graphically in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Altoona- Johnstown. It be-
came a legal entity on April 17, 1795 and proudly maintains the highest 
point in the state of Pennsylvania- Mt. Davis located near the southern 
border with the state of Maryland. 

The rich fertile farmlands and natural resources attracted the early 
setders in the 1700 and 1800. When coal veins and fields were 
discovered, immigrants from southern and central Europe were both 
attracted to and invited to the area for employment. 

In the north-central part of the county, one finds Quemahoning 
Township. In 1930 there were 100 farms and 2,684 people. A coal 
mining town named Ralphton was laid out in 1903 by the 
Quemahoning Coal Co. Mosdy Polish immigrants came to work and live 
there. The first Mass was celebrated in a private home by Rev. Ladislaus 
Finke, who served as pastor of St. Stanislaus Church in nearby Boswell, 
Pa. He began the erection of a church and to form a parish named to 
honor St. Joseph, the patron of laborers, families and favorite of Polish 
people. On Pentecost Sunday of 1909, Bishop Garvey, the Ordinary of 
the Altoona- Johnstown Diocese lead the dedication ceremonies. The 

first resident pastor was Rev. Anthony Habrowski, sent after ordination as an 'aposde of Somerset County'. 
He completed the structure and served the Catholics until 1910 when he was transferred and succeeded by 
Rev. Boleslaus Dutkiewicz. In 1913 fire destroyed the church. Parishioners were committed to rebuild a new 
place of worship and engaged E.H. Walker as Architect and Roy D. Hostedar of Jenners as contractor. By 
1914 it was completed and Bishop Garvey came again to dedicated the new St. Joseph's. The Boswell News, 
Vol. 8 no. 16, dated June 30, 1914 states "the new church is a handsome edifice. The congregation is 
increasing rapidly and everyone of the flock are enthusiastic workers, thus making the great task of building 
the church to rest easier upon the shoulders of the pastor of the flock". 
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A map of Somerset County showing the 
geopraphic loacation of Ralphton, Pa. Rev. Ladislaus Finke, Organizer oj 

St. Joseph Parish of Ralphton. 



ST. JOSEPH R O M A N CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
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Rev. Anthony Habrowski-
First Resident Pastor- Ralphton, Pa. Father Dutkiewicz-

Pastor who rebuilt 
church after fire. 

Father Dutkiewicz served the Catholics 
of Ralphton faithfully, but had to extend 
his priesdy ministry to Catholics now 
growing in number in the neighboring 
mining community of Acosta in Jenner 
Township. By 1911 Holy Mass was offered 
in the townhall and a new parish church 
was erected in 1912 under the patronage of 
St. John the Baptist. This faith community 
was a mission to Ralphton until 1944. With 
the closing of the mines, people had to 
move out of Ralphton and more Catholics 
were found in Acosta. Thus St. John's 
parish became the center for all Catholics 
and the Ralphton parish was suppressed. 

As Poles settled in this area, their 
language was used in the pulpit, in the 
confessional and with the beloved hymns. 
The first ten pastors were of Polish ancestry 
and assisted the parishioners in their 
relationship with God in the Polish 
language. 

There was never a school, but religious 
instructions were provided, mosdy by the 
pastor, with the occasional help of the 
Bernadine Franciscans located in Boswell, 
and some lay people. 

There is a large cemetery still in use in 
the sparcely inhabited former mining 
community. A few houses and empty fields 
are in this area off Route 601 and marked. 

The list of Pastors include 

Rev. Anthony Habrowski 1909-1910 
Rev. Boleslaus Dutkiewicz 1910-1916 
Rev. John Pietruszka 1916-1921 
Rev. Leo Sztupek 1921-1922 
Re. M. Zamba 1922-1923 
Rev. Victor Zarek 1923-1925 
Rev. Austin Krus 1925-1927 
Rev. S. Wloszczynski 1927-1930 
Rev. Thomas Marnechek 1930-1931 
Rev. Edward Szczepanski 1931-1933 
Rev. William Schrall 1933 
Rev. J.J. Olex 1933-1937 
Rev. Edward Waters 1937-1941 
Rev. Mathias Becker 1942-1950 

This church, built in 1914, was raised in 1944. St. Joseph's parish ceased as a parish in 1944. 


