
 

ST. JOSEPH, RALPHTON, PA 
(The Legacy of Prince Gallitzin. A History of the Altoona Johnstown Diocese) 

 
The first Mass in the town of Ralphton was said in a private home by the Rev 

Ladislaus Finke, then pastor of St. Stanislaus Church, Boswell, who was given the task of 
organizing the parish of St. Joseph in the new mining town, the population being largely of 
Polish extraction. In 1908, Fr. Finke began the erection of a church, which was completed 
and dedicated the following year, the dedication ceremony being performed by the late 
Bishop Garvey on Pentecost Sunday, 1909. Services were held in the edifice however from 
Easter Sunday of that year, the Rev. A.M. Habrowski, later pastor of Sacred Heart Church, 
Portage, meanwhile having been sent to the town as the first resident pastor This church 
was completely destroyed by fire in 1913. No time was lost in erecting a new house of 
worship, which was completed in 1914, when the Rev. B. Dutkiewicz, successor to Fr. 

Habrowski, held the first services in it. Like the original church, it was dedicated by 
the late Bishop Garvey on Pentecost Sunday. Fr. Dutkiewicz built the first church in the 
neighboring town of Acosta, which was dedicated in 1912 under the patronage of St. John 
the Baptist. Mass, however, was said in the town hall in the year 1911. 

St. John continued as a mission church served from the Ralphton parish until 1944. 
With the closing of the mine of Ralphton in the early forties, and the exodus of most 

of the residents, Ralphton was no longer the center of Catholic population, but lost this 
position to Acosta, and the latter therefore merited the residence of the pastor. 

At this time, the pastor of St. Joseph was Fr. Mathias Becker. This was fortunate, for 
Fr. Becker before his ordination had been an architect. With the aid of the parishioners he 
dismantled the parsonage, board by board, hauled it to Acosta and reassembled it beside the 
church. The job was completed and Fr. Becker moved in the fall of 1944. The Ralphton 
church was then razed, and St. John has been serving all the Catholics of the area since that 
time. 


