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Map of Cambria County 
showing mining town 

Rev. Julius Trzetrzynski 
Pastor - 1906-1938 

This small Polish faith community located in the northwest corner of Cambria County in what is now the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, has a history true to the proverb, 'you can take a Pole out of 
Poland, but never Poland out of the Pole'. Seeking a better life, especially employment, Poles came to this 
area because of the coal fields and very fertile farmlands. Thirty families wanted a church of their own, with 
a priest who spoke their language and where they could continue their treasured customs and traditions. In 
February, 1906 Bishop Gravey appointed Rev. Trzetrzynski as the founding Pastor. Renting a room, he 
worked with the first committee members Philip Bender and Joseph Bilinski to purchase two lots on Bigler 
Avenue in North Spangler. The cornerstone was blessed in May, 1906 and on November 13, the Bishop 
came to bless and dedicate the completed church in honor of St. Stanislaus Kostka - patron of youth and the 
first Jesuit to be canonized. This same committee purchased ground for a parish cemetery in North 
Barnesboro, helped erect a rectory and drew up plans for a parish school. When four Felician Sisters arrived 
from Buffalo, N.Y. in August 1914, the new school and convent were ready and 170 pupils enrolled that first 
day. By 1920, there were 180 families and over 200 children in the parish school. In 1923, the church was 
artistically decorated with murals, new statues, carpets for the sanctuary and electrical wiring. The Pastor and 
parishioners enjoyed many blessings, yet the Great Depression would cause hardships for all. Many mines 
closed, young people had to move away and inadequate funds caused prolonged debts. The founding Pastor 
died of cancer in 1938, and the parish suffered a great loss. 



The ornate interior with patron high on gothic altar 
Ten specially painted medalions on ceiling recall 
the saints and blesseds of Poland-Faith & Culture. 

Pastor who served at the parish 

The red brick edifice is the pride of the parish 

These Felician Sisters continue to teach in 
the consolidated North Cambria Catholic School 

Rev. Anthony Pollack lead the parish in the Diamond Jubilee 
on September 20, 1981 with Bishop Hogan of the Altoona-
Johnstown Diocese as the Celebrant. A truly joyful 75th 
anniversary of Thanksgiving and Pride. The school was 
consolidated when Rev. Ronald Osinski was appointed Pastor in 
1988. He updated the Liturgy, celebrated a Sunday weekly Mass 
in Polish, established a Parish Council and promoted Polish 
devotions such as Gorzkie Zale and singing of Hymns and Koledy 
in Polish. He was transferred in 1994, and replaced with a shared 
Pastor- Rev. Charles Bodziak, who must merge the parish by the 
year 2000 A.D. St. Stanislaus Kostka parish with 155 families 
continues to be a haven of faith and heritage as third generation 
Poles treasure the transplanted faith of their founders and their 
precious heritage. 

Rev. Julius Trzetrzynski -- 1906-1938 
Rev. John Dekarski -- 1939-1948 
Rev. John Chraca - Sept. - Nov. -1948 
Rev. Thaddeus Kolodziej -- 1948-1973 
Rev. Anthony Pollack - 1973-1988 
Very Rev. Ronald Osinski, V.F. - 1903 1094 

Rev. John Dekarski came in July, 1939 and labored in love for 
nine years until his untimely death in 1948. For two months, 
Rev. Chraca served as pastor until he was transferred to Gallitzin, 
Pa. In November, 1948 Rev. Ted Kolodziej came as pastor. He 
was energetic, beloved and very artistic. A capable and spiritual 
shepherd, Father Ted made numerous plant improvements to all 
the buildings and to the cemetery. Parishioners did so much of 
the needed work. He had the gothic altars gold-leaved, and ten 
murals of Polish saints & blesseds painted on the church ceiling-
a blending of faith and culture. Men, women and children 
practiced the faith with fervor and were proud of their ethnic 
heritage. Five sons of the parish serve as priests - Rev. Wernowski, 
Msgr. Przybocki, Rev. Stanley Carson and Rev. Patrick Kirsch 
and Rev. Donald Voytish. 22 daughters became Felician Sisters, 
one a Bernadine Franciscan and one a Sister of the Holy Spirit. 
By 1948 there were 250 families and hundreds of children in the 
parish school. 

The four classroom parish school building was 
a powerhouse of Catholic training for thousands 


