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History of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish, Barnesboro, PA 
(Golden Jubilee 1906-1956). 

(Pamiętnik Złotego Jubileuszu Parafii Stanisława Kostki, Barnesboro, PA) 

 

The history of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish dates back half a century, to 1906. Prior 
to this time the Catholics of Polish descent attended Mass and other religious services, at 
the Holy Cross Church in Spangler, the only Catholic Church in this area. Later, 1903 they 
joined the Slovak parish of St. John the Baptist in Barnesboro, Pa. However, the spirit of 
our Pioneers to form their own church, impelled them to organize a congregation of their 
own, upon the kindly advise of Father Brylski, pastor of St. Mary's in Gallitzin who 
promised to intercede in their behalf. Thus encouraged, a small group of men headed by 
Philip Bender and Joseph Bilinski went to Altoona to see His Excellency, Bishop Eugene 
Garvey to send them a priest. In happy anticipation of a favorable response they had col-
lected $1,124.00. 

In February 1906 Father Julius Trzetrzynski was appointed pastor to the newly orga-
nized group of Polish Catholics in Barnesboro. Temporary services began in the Italian 
Hall, the rent of which was $15.00 per month. Soon, a site in North Spangler was selected 
and two lots were purchased, one for the church costing $240.00, another for the rectory for 
$200.00. Although, the new congregation contributed generously, money had to be bor-
rowed from the two local Banks. A sum of $5,000.00 from the First National Bank in 
Spangler, $3,000.00, from the Barnesboro Bank and later from Mr. John Wengzen 
$6,000.00 and Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Jaros $500.00, to meet .the expense of raising the 
church and rectory. We might also note that at the same time the Cemetery was purchased 
for $140.00 in North Barnesboro. 

On May 15, 1906 the Cornerstone was blessed by His Excellency Bishop Eugene 
Garvey and in June the erection of the church and rectory began by the Fry and James 
Contractors of Spangler, as the estimated and signed contract shows. The present altars that 
beautify to this day the church, were bought from the Phillips Co., the cost of which was 
$884.50 and also a second hand organ for $100.00. 

In October the rectory was completed, up to this time Father Trzetrzynski was 
housed by Philip Bender for $12.00 a month. On November 13, 1906, the Feast of St. 
Stanislaus Kostka, the Patron Saint selected by Father Trzetrzynski and Founders, the 
church was blessed and the first Mass was celebrated. In December 1906 the bells (3) were 
purchased from the Meneely Bell Co. of Troy, N. Y. for $930.00 and in July of 1907 the 
Stations of the Cross and Statues were bought from the Daprato Co. for $1,350.00. 

With the rapid growth of the congregation and realizing the need of a Catholic 
education Father Trzetrzynski with the committee began planning to build a Parochial 
School. In 1911 the drive was started toward this next goal. We noted that the first 
contribution was made by John Bush of $5.00, Frank Figura $5.00 and Thomas Gazdziak of 
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$10.00. In 1912 a faulty roof on the church had to be replaced, the cost of which was 
$1,186.00 by E. F. Dumm and Soisson Lumber Co. 

Finally, after many setbacks, the struggling congregation drew up the plans for the 
school and 3 lots were bought in January 1913 costing $1,400.00. In August of the same 
year construction by the E. F. Dumm and Soisson Contractors began on the school for the 
amount of $4,700.00 and furnishings for $2,600.00. In March of 1914 the Patterson 
Property on Crawford Ave. was acquired for the Sisters' Convent, the cost of which was 
$3,700.00 plus $1,230 for furnishing of the interior of the convent and the chapel. 

Four Felician Sisters from the Buffalo Province arrived on August 27, 1914 and in 
September the School was opened with the enrollment of 170 at the beginning and in later 
few months increased to 200 pupils. The early records show that Sister M. Josaphata, was 
the first Superior and Principal, Sister M. Humilia, Sister M. Longina and Sister M. Electa, 
organist and music teacher. Under their tutelage the Parochial School proceeded. 

With the outbreak of the First World War in 1914 in Europe the sentiments of the 
people with their pastor were with the suffering needy victims in Poland. Inasmuch as the 
church was heavily burdened by debt, we find that the generous financial aid was being sent 
to the Central Committee for War Relief in Poland. As the war progressed, hope arose in 
the hearts of the Polish people in America to help win the Liberation for Poland. This 
patriotic spirit caused many members of the congregation to enlist in the Polish Army under 
the command of Gen. Joseph Haller. We also note that this enlisted group sailed in 
September 1918 for France and Poland. At the same time the ladies of the parish formed an 
auxiliary unit of the Red Cross. 

In 1923, the church for the first time was artistically painted and decorated at a cost 
of $2,185.00, the statues and altars refinished, and four large murals of the four Evangelists 
adorned the ceiling of the main nave. The pews were reconditioned for $500.00 and a new 
carpet for the sanctuary for $564 added to the beauty. New wiring and electrical fixtures for 
$636.00 brightened the interior, plus two statues of Angels with electric candelabras and a 
Sanctuary lamp purchased from the Daleiden Co. for $323.00 still beautify this church. 

In December 1923 a fire broke out in school causing severe damage to the building 
and furnishings. This damage was covered by Fire Insurance to the extent of $2,353.00, and 
was repaired immediately in order to resume the discontinued classes. 

The following years brought financial reverses. Hit hard by the depression, the 
church records show inadequate funds for the upkeep of the buildings. Indeed, the worry of 
finances and demands for payments of the overdue bills, interests on the debt and debt itself 
completely undermined the health of the pastor. During the last months of his life, his body 
racked and tortured by pain caused by cancer was so weakened, that he barely managed to 
say Mass for his people. Father Trzetrzynski died on December 16, 1938. 
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Short sketch of the life of Father J. Trzetrzynski 
Father Julius Trzetrzynski, was born in Poland, August 15, 1874 the son of Francis 

Trzetrzynski and Catherine (nee) Orlowski. At the age of 14 he left his home to study for 
the priesthood in Italy. He was ordained in Rome 1898. For five years he labored in the 
Holy Land doing missionary work and in 1903 he came to the United States where he 
served as assistant pastor in St. Adalbert's Church in Detroit, Michigan for three years. He 
became affiliated with the Diocese of Altoona and received his first assignment to 
Barnesboro in February 1906. 

A true priest and full of zeal effected by Divine Providence, he methodically started 
the building of the church and rectory. The noble spirit of Father Trzetrzynski is still 
evident today. He educated his congregation in moral principles, knowing that a good and 
true Catholic was and will be the backbone of the church. 

Having a noble personality he was held in high esteem by all with whom he came in 
contact. Small in stature but towering in moral strength—he won the hearts of his people. 
His talent for order is evident from the parish records, which he kept neatly, correctly and 
all typewritten; all official church records, books of the parish receipts and disbursements, 
with all check-books are still in perfect order and in the church files. A dynamic speaker he 
was well known throughout the diocese among the Polish speaking parishes. Whenever he 
spoke he captivated his audience with his inspiring sermons, delivered in his melodious 
tenor voice. 

Knowing Father Trzetrzynski's abilities Bishop McCort decided to transfer him to 
St. Casimir Church in Johnstown, however the people appealed to His Excellency not to re-
move their beloved pastor. Bishop respected their wishes and allowed Father Trzetrzynski 
to stay in Barnesboro with his beloved flock. He served his people for over 32 years and is 
buried among his parishioners. 

During the last stages of illness and after the death of Father J. Trzetrzynski for 
several months the spiritual charge of the parish was performed by Father Vincent 
Chrobak, a priest in retirement, and Father Joseph Banik appointed by Bishop R. T. 
Guilfoyle as administrator pro tempore for the financial and diocesan affairs. 

Father John Dekarski, who previous to his assignment to St. Stanislaus Kostka 
parish in Barnesboro, was pastor of St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Parish in Boswell Pa. 
arrived on July 16, 1939 as the appointed successor to the pastor ship.

Father Dekarski brought about the liquidation of the parish debt of $1,400.00, also 
making repairs on the belfry, organ tuning' and a new furnace for the rectory—the cost of 
this amounted to $535.00. 

In 1940 realizing the need of a church hall, it was decided to dig out the church 
basement, reinforce the church foundation, provide the kitchen facilities, washrooms, and a 
separate heating system with a new boiler and furnace room. This tedious work of digging 
the hard stoney ground under the church was done by the volunteer workers of the parish. In 
1941 a rubber runner was bought for the church and the maple trees planted in front of the 
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school. The year of 1943 brings again the following improvements. A new furnace with 
stoker was installed in school and stokers attached to the furnaces in the church and rectory 
by R. B. Weakland for $1,700.00. The following years seen the church roof repaired, 
school painted, convent redecorated and rectory repaired. 

Father Dekarski with his excellent qualities as a priest and a true friend was 
unfortunately bedridden long months each time after breaking his leg 3 times during the 
tenure of the Barnesboro pastorate. Nevertheless, he managed to start a very successful 
drive for the substantial reconditioning of the buildings, especially for the painting of the 
church and left a fund of $2,041.00. After serving the parish faithfully for nine years Father 
Dekarski passed on to his eternal reward, after a short illness, on August 23, 1948. His 
remains are buried in the family Mausoleum in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

A new pastor was assigned and on September 17, 1948 Father John Chraca came to 
Barnesboro and immediately won the hearts of the people by his kind ways. However after 
only two months he was transferred to St. Mary's, his home parish in Gallitzin, Pa. 

On November 20, 1948 the administration of St. Stanislaus Kostka parish was 
entrusted into the hand of your present pastor Father Thaddeus Kolodziej. After a careful 
inspection of the church property it was realized by the pastor with consultation of the 
church committee that an intensive program would have to be inaugurated and buildings 
completely renovated. To raise the necessary funds for this undertaking the parishioners 
were asked to cooperate in all social affairs, like raffles, picnics, bazaars, chances etc. 

Year 1949. In an effort to protect the parish buildings from excessive dampness and 
running water, the first project was the removal of the old sewage system and the 
installation of new lines around the church and rectory, joining them in three places with 
the Borough main line. This work was long and arduous, as in places the rock had to be cut 
through in a straight line from 2 to 8 feet deep. Similar work was done around the school 
building and the convent. In all it took about 20 men daily for three and one half weeks to 
complete this project. The task of removing the old collapsing retaining wall from in front 
of the church and rectory was faced next. A hundred sticks of dynamite were used to 
remove the great blocks of concrete. This work was done during the hottest days of 
summer, by the men of the parish who with the good will of God and determination worked 
8, 10 and even 12 hours daily. The new retaining wall was under contract with Walter 
Miller, but the men of the parish put in the 150x4 feet of new sidewalk. Finally, the grounds 
around the church and rectory were leveled and covered with 20 truckloads of sod, donated 
by Magdalen Lubert. 

Another group of skilled labor took over the repairs of the convent, which was in a 
deplorable condition. The house was covered with insulation brick siding, both front and 
rear porches were torn down and new ones constructed, window frames were replaced and 
painted. 

A general renovation of the steeple included a new roof, shingles, new 8 windows 
with louvers, stainless steel cross, lightning rods installed on the steeple and the roof. This 
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work was contracted with a Johnstown Firm. The men of the parish reinforced the 
foundation at the 3 corners of the church and at the entrance to the basement. 

The school also received considerable attention—the school ground was leveled off 
by a bulldozer and landscaped, exterior and interior reconditioned, rest-rooms completely 
remodeled, and a recreation room for the children was provided in case of inclement wea-
ther. All four parish buildings had new spouting put on, this, as well as the painting was 
done by the parishioners. 

This work around the parish plant lasted five and one-half months. The zealous and 
faithful parishioners put in more than 13,000 hours of unstinted labor. 

That it was possible to carry through so much work was due to the mines being idle 
for several months, and also through the unprecedented enthusiasm and good will of the 
parishioners. For the dedication of these works the Most Reverend Bishop Richard T. 
Giulfoyle, D. D. graciously presided on November 13, 1949 the Feast of St. Stanislaus 
Kostka- Patron of the parish and highly congratulated the good parishioners with their 
pastor. 

1950—At the end of 1949 and first weeks in January—all stain-glass windows were 
repaired, releaded and the protective storm glass windows were put on to prevent similar 
damage caused by the winter strong winds from the valley. This project was performed by 
H. A. Welch Co. of Wheeling, W. Va. for the cost of $1,382. The summer of this year was 
dedicated to the school and school ground. The retaining stone wall was built by Walter 
Miller, but the men of the parish cleared the necessary ditches, filling them with crushed 
field stones for better drainage. The job of picking stones was done by High-school and 
Parochial school boys. On top of this new wall around the school property a 4 V2 ft. high 
and 505 ft. long Link-Fence was purchased from The Pittsburgh Steel Co. and was 
stretched and installed by the parishioners. The interior of the school received new ceilings 
(Celotex) new wiring, new light fixtures and a complete painting. 

The Cemetery was cleared of debris and stones, the old driveway of red dog, and 
leveled with over 100 truckloads of top soil and reseeded. This also required much labor 
and an adequate crew of the always willing parishioners. 

In the meantime, the entire church was rewired by John Lieb, electrician and the new 
lanterns and fixtures adorned the interior. (See the Donors list of New Fixtures). Then, the 
lumber was bought for the scaffold ($620.00) and the painting of the church was started on 
September 25, 1950 by the renowned artists Vincent Mondo and Anthony Amate of New 
Haven, Con. with the crew of the local painters, and lasted 11 weeks. 

The main nave is adorned with 10 medallions of the Polish Saints with beautifully 
designed decorations. The Sanctuary contains the murals of the Holy Ghost with angels and 
Cherubs and coats of arms of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII and of His Excellency Most Rev. 
Richard T. Guilfoyle, D. D. present ordinary of the Altoona Diocese. 

The pews were renewed by our own parishioners during the course of five weeks. 
This was predominantly the work of the oldest members of the parish, who despite their age 
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and the tedious work, showed their attachment to the church, and left an unforgettable 
example. The dedication of the newly redecorated church took place on Sunday, December 
10, 1950 with Mo:-' Rev. Bishop Guilfoyle, presiding and who expressed his heartfelt 
congratulations to the parishioners for their remarkable efforts. 

In 1951 a new asphalt and rubber tile floor was put into the church, the cost of which 
was $3,650.00. Improvements were made in the Cemetery which included the blessing of a 
new marble cross with a cut-stone foundation donated by the Holy Name Society of St. Sta-
nislaus Parish at the cost of $1,200. The playground of the school was covered with 
amiesite (asphalt) over the solid crushed-stone base and playground equipment installed for 
the merriment and exercise of the children. Work was done again by parishioners. 

The convent received complete new wiring with fixtures and George Dawson 
executed the contract for the painting and papering of the house. The electric kitchen stove 
(replacing the coal stove) and hot water electric tank were given for the convenience of our 
good Sisters, donated by the Sodality. 

1952—The Convent and S c h o o l  roofs were covered with the green asphalt 
shingles. This work and repairs of the sheeting boards was performed by our skilled 
carpenters of the parish. Painting of the school fence and of the playground equipment was 
one of the major and tedious jobs this summer, done by the students of the High School. 

In the same year a contract was signed with the Kilgen Co. of St. Louis, Mo. for the 
New Pipe Organ, for $5,150.00 which was delivered and installed shortly before Christmas 
but the Solemn Blessing and Dedication Banquet was postponed until April 19, 1953 when 
The Most Reverend Bishop honored again St. Stanislaus Parish with his presence. Hon. 
Blair F. Gunther, Judge of the Superior Court, son of the parish was the main speaker on 
that memorable occasion. 

In the fall of 1952 a new large garage was started 28x22 feet for the storage of the 
parish machinery, picnic equipment and the work shop, and completed in the spring of 
1953, all cement work and the roof were done by parishioners. 

In the early months of 1953 the Parish Hall under the church received the finishing 
touch. The Celotex Ceiling added a neat look and a feeling of comfort together with the 
asphalt tile floor. The side walls were painted, the kitchen equipped with -an electric stove 
and a sink, donated by the Rosary Society. New steel chairs and tables completed the 
renovation of the parish hall. 

At last the rectory underwent the complete and needed renovation during the 
summer months of 1953. More spacious living quarters were gained by the removal of 
unnecessary partitions. New wiring, new windows, doors, stairways, a modern kitchen, a 
much needed waiting room and on the exterior re- pointing of the bricks, rebuilt roof with 
outside spouting's had taken all summer. For this latest project on the rectory the money a 
sum of $5,000.00, was borrowed from His Excellency Bishop R. T. Giulfovle, who in the 
course of our improvements has shown a fatherly interest by his frequent visits, 
encouragements, approvals of our works and financial help whenever it was needed. 
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1955 marked the Centennial observance of the Felician Sisters Founding. To grace 
this occasion Father Kolodziej and the Committee decided to remodel the convent, which 
had always inconvenienced the good Sisters due to the lack of proper accommodations. The 
rarely used front porch was closed in, and necessary space was obtained for a chapel, dining 
room and a study room on one side of the first floor and on the other side an entrance hall, a 
reception room to entertain their families and visitors plus a convenient powder room. A 
new modern kitchen with birch cabin nets were also added. The second floor now has 
individual bedrooms, a guest room and a new plastic tiled bathroom. 

Today St. Stanislaus Kostka parish,—all its buildings and property—is evaluated at 
nearly $250,000.00, with no financial debt.

Born in Barnesboro, Pa., April 7, 1916 son of Walter Wernowski and Emilia (nee) 
Izbicki; baptized, Apr. 16, 1916; Parochial School of St. Stanislaus in Barnesboro 
1922-1930; Confirmed: Oct. 12, 1930 by Most Rev. Bishop John J. McCort, D. D.; 
Barnesboro High School, 1930-31; St. Mary's High School, Orchard Lake, Mich. 1931-34; 
St. Mary's College, Orchard Lake, 1934- 1938 with A. B. degree; SS. Cyril & Methodius 
Seminary, 1938-1942; Ordained in Altoona, Pa. at Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, 
May 14, 1942 by Most Rev. Bishop Richard Guilfoyle, D.D.; Celebrated his First Mass at 
St. Stanislaus Kostka, Barnesboro on Sunday, May 17, 1942; Appointed pastor to South 
Fork, Pa. St. Anthony's Parish, May 22, 1942; Transferred to Altoona Pastorate at SS. Peter 
& Paul Parish, June 5, 1951. 

Born Aug. 20, 1932 son of Frank Przybocki and Mary (nee) Gronski; Baptized at St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church, Barnesboro, Pa. on Sept. 11, 1932; Received First Communion 
May 31, 1942; Confirmation October 8, 1944; Parochial School St. Stanislaus Kostka 
1938-46; High School, St. Mary's, Orchard Lake Mich. 1950; College St. Mary's, Orchard 
Lake, Mich. 1954; Theology SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary 1954; Received Minor 
Orders May 10, 1956; Will be ordained for the Diocese of Altoona in 1958. 


