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HISTORY OF ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA PARISH. Barnesboro, PA 
THE PARISH IN FOCUS ... 

(Diamond Jubilee 1906-1981. St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish, Barensboro, PA) 

 

 
 

The St. Stanislaus Parish family has arrived at another epoch in its existence as it 
celebrates the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of its founding. Since a parish is Christ in the 
heart of the community, the tremendous impact of its presence in a community is notably 
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measured by its continued existence for seventy-five years. Undoubtedly, the sacrifices of 
its devoted congregation has produced the life of the parish in both the spiritual and 
material spheres. The results of those many heroic efforts is in evidence by the parish as we 
have it today. 

Many of these efforts are credited to its former pastor, Father Thaddeus Kolodziej, 
who undertook the improvement of the parish buildings. Through his untiring devotion and 
direction, the parish buildings took on a new look. 

 
Rev. Thaddeus Kolodziej 

To enumerate the many improvements that Father Ted (as he was affectionately 
called) directed, would fill a book this size or larger. However, a proper tribute to him must 
include some of his major accomplishments. A new front entrance to the church was added 
in 1962. The knave and the sanctuary floors were covered with carpet, raising the acoustical 
level of the building. With Father Ted's interest in music, a new organ was installed in 
which he took much pride. The choir will attest to his concern, not only for the instrument 
which gives its own form of praise of God, But also to the quality of religious music 
performed so beautifully under his direction. 

Although Father Ted was born in Poland, he adapted quite readily to American 
ways. At the same time his need as a Polish pastor was evident by the tremendous positive 
effect he had on his parish. He was looked upon as a leader of the Polish community, and 
many constantly sought his advice. These leadership qualities helped the Poles adjust to 
their entry into a largely Protestant America whose ideas were foreign to Roman Catholics 
in general, and to Polish immigrants in particular. He served a duel role in his ministrations: 
one of Paterfamilia, or head of the family, the parish; and the other, as Sacerdos, the priest, 
or Christ's chosen representative on earth. 
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In the span of his pastorate, three months short of twenty-five years, his 
accomplishments were many and impressive. Although some of the projects were 
accomplished prior to the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary, Father Ted continued his 
work to improve the parish buildings after that memorable observance. In 1958, new 
sidewalks were laid down around the property with the help of many parishioners who 
willingly volunteered their help. The basement of the rectory was remodeled. New pews 
and a confessional were installed in 1972. 

In addition to his many renovations, Father Ted was master of landscaping and 
gardening. His work was the envy of all. The grounds always looked beautiful because of 
the great amount of time he spent in gardening which he enjoyed immensely. 

Because of the nation s economy at that time, unfortunate circumstances had 
developed which affected the parochial school system. The increase in costs of education 
forced the parish school into a consolidation program. Such a procedure was, perhaps the 
most painful undertaking that Father Ted had to experience throughout his entire lengthy 
pastorate. However, his loyalty to the Catholic educational system continued long after the 
program took effect. 

Another episode which contributed significantly to the life of the parish during this 
latter jubilee quarter, was the introduction of the principles of the Second Vatican Council. 
Under the leadership of Father Ted, many proposals of Vatican II were implemented 
willingly and effectively. 

Tribute must be given to Miss Emily Bush who for Fifty years had served the Parish 
faithfully as Organist until her retirement in 1978. Dependability was especially one of her 
main outstanding qualities, always present for all Services and daily Mass, she was also the 
directress, instructing the Junior and Senior Choirs to perfection. Her love of music was a 
Gift of God dedicated to worship Him and proclaim His message of  Love in Song. 



 
4

 
Rectory 

Without any doubt, the most blessed and inspiring events of this jubilee period were 
the elevation to the sacred priesthood of four young men of the Parish. The first native son 
of the parish to be ordained was Father Walter J. Wernowski who died a tragic death on 
October 26, 1964. Another son of the parish, Father Bernard A. Przybocki, was ordained in 
May, 1958 and is presently pastor of St. John Kanty Church, Windber, Pa. Father Stanley 
B. Carson was the third son of the parish ordained in May, 1979, and is presently assistant 
pastor at St. Francis Xavier Church, Cresson, Pa. An adopted son of the parish, Father 
Patrick V. Kirsch, was ordained during this jubilee year and is now serving as assistant 
pastor at Most Holy Trinity Church, Huntingdon, Pa. 

 
Convent 

The untimely death of Father Ted on August 8,1973, brought to a close the fruitful 
and energetic career of a dedicated and pious priest. The shock was felt by all because of his 
sudden death at the age of sixty-two. 

On September 1, 1973, Father Anthony J. Pollack was appointed the fifth and 
present pastor. 

The improvements of the parish continued during this latter part of the jubilee 
period. New windows were installed in 1975. The individuality and lack of unity of the 
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windows purposely reflect the different themes which may serve as subjects for meditation 
in the life of Christ. The effect striven for was literally, paintings in light. In the morning, 
the different colors awake into a brilliant radiance. Then each in turn, the windows turn into 
dazzling clusters of jewel-like colors, almost blinding in their effect, unit at sunset they dim 
into the majesty of twilight. 

The need for the preservation of the structures continued the restoration projects. 
The Church was weatherproofed by tuck pointing about 30 percent of the total building and 
replacing the old cornices with new ones. A new roof was put on the knave and sanctuary of 
the Church and both insulated. All this was done to conserve energy. A few months before 
the anniversary celebration, the interior of the Church was painted. The stage is now set for 
further improvements as time goes on and finances become available. 

It may be interesting to note that though the same walls stand, and the same bells still 
toll, the cost of renovating the Church now, seventy-five years later, is more than ten times 
as great as the original cost. 

Despite the difference in costs, the sincerity of the parishioners, their deep religious 
convictions and their concentrated efforts for the privilege to participate in the many facets 
of St. Stanislaus Parish, has not changed throughout the years. 

SONS OF THE PARISH 

 
Fr. Patrick V. Kirch        Fr. Bernard A. Przybocki 
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Father Stanley B. Carson 

 
DAUGHTERS OF THE PARISH FEL1C1AN SISTERS 
Sister M. Lucianne Pawlikowski 
Sister M. Gertrudis Shutty  
Sister M. Lucette Pawlikowski  
Sister M. Avila Pawlikowski  
Sister M. Justice Przybocki  
Sister Theresa Marie Klimek  
Sister Marie Charlotte Suenkonis  
Sister M. Johnna Ciezobka  
Sister M. Consuela Kulikowski  
Sister M. Emiliette Wernowski  
Sister M. Maxentia Sprech-Czep  
Sister M. Dulcis Trybus  
Sister M. Amalia Trybus  
Sister M. Arsenia Graca  
Sister M. Damascene Farganus  
Sister M. Philomene Rak  
Sister M. Francis Ciezobka  
Sister M. Emelita Makowski  
Sister M. Gemma Blaszczak  
Sister M. Leontine Blaszczak 
 
BERNARD1NE SISTER  
 
Sister M. Rosangela Waksmunski 
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DECEASED SISTERS 
 
 Sister M. Augustine Przybylski  
Sister M. Mansuetta Walkowiak  
Sister M. Gastolda Pawlikowski  
Sister M. Konstanta Jedral  
Sister M. Julita Labut 


