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The Reverend Anthony M. Habrowski son of John and Johanna (Urbanski) Habrowski 
was born January 13, 1885, on the South Side, Pittburgh, second of seven children. His 
early education was attained at St. Adalbert's Parochial School. In 1903 he graduated from 
St. Mary's College Detroit, Michigan and entered the seminary of SS. Cyril and Methodius 
where he completed his education in 1908. 



 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Habrowski 

The Reverend A.M. Habrowski was ordained in St. John's Pro-Cathedral in Altoona, 
October 3, 1908, by the late Bishop Eugene A. Garvey of the Altoona Diocese. His first 
Solemn High Mass was celebrated at St. Adalbert's Church, South Side, Pittsburgh. He 
received his first assignment from Bishop Garvey telling him, "Father, they need an apostle 
in Somerset County." 

On October 10, 1908, after a week's vacation Father Habrowski arrived at his first 
pastorate in Somerset County. He made his headquarters in Ralphton where he served until 
May 6, 1910. Together with his parishioners a church, now extinct, was built in Ralphton. 
Priestly duties in Somerset County were more that of a Missionary, for he traveled to 
administer the spiritual needs to the people of Acosta, Gray, Husband, Somerset, 
Rockwood, Wells Creek, Listie, Hollsopple, Hooversville, Reading Mines and Friedens. 
Traveling was done by horse and buggy or horse and sleigh. Trips as long as twenty six 
miles were not uncommon. Other times he walked six miles to catch a train at Stoystown. 
Father Habrowski had sown the seed of religion well for now there are parishes in 
Somerset, Hollsopple, Acosta, Hooversville with Mission Churches in Listie, Boswell and 
Macdonaldton. 

Father Habrowski arrived in Portage to assume duties of Pastor of Sacred Heart Church 
on May 7, 1910, at the age of twenty-five. A carpenter by trade, he designed and helped to 
build the present rectory and church which was dedicated on Thanksgiving Day in 1923. In 
addition to taking care of the spiritual and educational needs of the parish Father Habrowski 
found time to aid in the growth of the community. He named some of the streets in Portage 
and was instrumental in overseeing the laying of bricks used to pave the streets, assisted in 
getting a Ribbon Mill to locate here and organized the first baseball team in 1915. For the 
people of his parish Father was more than a spiritual leader for he aided many in securing 



citizenship papers and often made trips by horse and buggy to Ebensburg to clear deeds for 
those who bought property. 

 
Anthony M. Habrowski, First Communion (1897). Age 12 years 

 During his youth in Pittsburgh, Father became an accomplished musician. He played 
the violin along with other string instruments and played the clarinet well enough to win a 
place with John Philip Sousa's Band just before the turn of the century. It was through his 
musical ability that he earned his way through college. As a young seminarian he played 
with the "Kapela Seminaryum Polskiego Detroit" - "Musicians of the Polish Seminary in 
Detroit." He composed music and had his music copyrighted as early as 1907. In 1928 he 
helped organize the first high school band in Cambria County in Portage. He also helped 
organize the first high school orchestra here. 

Father Habrowski was considered official Historian of Portage. At one time or another 
he served as president of practically every community organization. He had a part in 
everything pertaining to Portage; if not out front - then behind the scenes backing it up with 
his influence and keen knowledge. Education was so vitally important to him, that he 
financially aided in putting Portage Area youngsters through college. 

His love for children led him to the field of Boy Scouting. He worked tirelessly in 
organizing a troop here and served as District Chairman of the Admiral E. Peary Council, 
Boys Scouts of America. He also organized the first kindergarten in Portage. 



 
Anthony M. Habrowski, Seminary Student, Orchard Lake, Michigan. Age (about) 19 years 

 His work in the church was recognized and in 1953 Father Habrowski was appointed 
Vicar Forane of the mainline area, then came the honor of Diocesan Consultar. A Pontifical 
Honor was bestowed on Father Habrowski when he was elevated to the dignity of Domestic 
Prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor. The appointment was made in the Holy 
See in Rome on February 22, 1955, by Pope Pius XII of Holy Memory. The investiture of 
Father Habrowski to Monsignor was a great honor for the parishioners of Sacred Heart, for 
the Polish people of the area and for the convnunity of Portage. 
 To his parishioners and to the people of Portage, he was a man of many talents, a 
Community Leader and Friend. Through the years he was honored many times by the 
community and was chosen as Portage's Man of the Year. In recognition of the efforts given 
so unselfishly in the service of his fellow man during his tenure in Portage (May 7, 1910 to 
January 31, 1957) Monsignor Habrowski received posthumously in 1957 the Portage 
Rotary Community Award. 

 The death of Monsignor Habrowski on January 31, 1957 marked the end of an era 
here. The parish and citizens of all faiths mourned the death of the Community's most 
beloved citizen and friend. The Right Reverend Monsignor Habrowski had been pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church for over forty-six years. Former residents, in cities, made special trips 
home to say farwell. 



After the Pontifical Requiem Mass and the colorful procession led by the Knights of 
Columbus, the body of Rev. Monsignor A. M. Habrowski was placed to rest at the parish 
cemetery amid some of his flock and overlooking the community he had loved and to which 
he had dedicated his life. 

 

 
Monsignor A.M. Habrowski was a man who answered the call to serve Christ and found 

in it joy of serving his fellow man. 
His work on earth was now completed, but he had begun a new assignment at the side of 

God in Heaven. 
 

 


