
SACRED HEART of JESUS 
601 Mountain Avenue 
Portage, Penna. 15946 

The year was 1909 and the place was Portage, Pa. in Cambria 
County. Poles were leaving their homeland due to political and 
economic oppression. Immigrating to this town gave them a new chance 
on life. They were free to work on the railroads or the emerging coal 
mines. They gathered for spiritual solace in St. Joseph church, but they 
needed the Polish language. So they formed the Sacred Heart Society 
with the purpose to found a parish in which Polish was the first 
language. After several setbacks, they purchased the present church land 
on January 28, 1909 and transferred the tide in June, 1909. By October, 
the Bishop Ordinary of the Diocese of Johnstown came to bless the 
cornerstone, and for Christmas, the assigned Pastor- Rev. B. Dutkiewicz 
offered the First Mass for the parish in the newly erected basement. 
Hundreds crowded into the area to worship God and sing the beloved 
and familiar Koledy. 

Father Dutkiewicz was transferred to Ralphton and replaced by Rev. 
Anthony Habrowski on May 7, 1910. The first recorded marriage took 
place on May 8, 1910 between Michael Staszko and Anne Pasik. There 
were baptisms, and yes, there were funerals. Yet the immigrants 
continued to populate the area and the number of families increased. 
Rev. Habrowski encouraged the idea of a new church building and in 
1922 hired the Portage Construction Company to draw up plans and 
construct the new Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church on Mountain 
Avenue. On Thanksgiving Day, 1923, the new church was dedicated and 
the people had their church. ' 

Sacred Heart temporary Church and School. 

Father Anthony used his natural talents well in the parish. As a 
carpenter, he fashioned the handcarved pulpit and other needed 
accessories for the church. With his musical ability he lead choirs and 
directed performances. Most of all, he was the permanent shepherd and 
he guided his flock in Jesus' name with sacred truths and in the language 
and traditions of the Polish people. Rev. Habrowski met the needs of the 
many children of the parish, when in 1924 he brought the Sisters of the 
Holy Family of Nazareth from Pittsburgh to conduct a 8 grade parish 
school. Solid formation and dedication by the Sisters contributed to good 
Catholic families and vocations. Sr. M. Ivona, the first Principal enrolled 
over 100 students and saw the student enrollment remain over 100, 
until in 1959, when the Sisters relinquished the school of 112 pupils. 
There were 30 children in the Kindergarten class of 1951. 

O SERCE JEZUSA, 
ZMHU] S1E NAD NAM I 

Rev. Msgr. A. Habrowski 
Pastor- 1010-1957 



Sacred Heart of Jesus church & rectory in red brick-1984 

Parishioners helped the 'Sercanki' to 
prepare 770 packages with 29,504 lbs. 
sent to the needy of Poland. 

A cemetery of 2 acres on Spring Hill became the resting place for 
parishioners since 1911. Here Msgr. Habrowski & Fr. Worsa are buried. 

Rev. Stanley Zubricki served the parish from 1983-1986 leading the 
75th anniversary in 1984. He renovated the church and had it painted. 
In 1986, Monsignor Bernard Przybocki came as Pastor. He served the 
people as Shepherd until 1995, when Rev. Ronald Osinski was appointed 
Pastor. Sacred Heart parish with 190 families is a cluster with 
Assumption parish also in Portage. Rev. Walter Moll is a priest-son and 
Sr. Celeste Ciesielska, C.C.W. and Sr. M. Assumpta, C.S.Sp. are Sister-
daughters of the parish. The Sercanki continue to conduct the 
Kindergarten in 1997 with 35 children. 

Located off Rt 53, the city of 
Portage is halfway between Altoona 
& Johnstown. Besides the Polish 
parish, both Slovaks and 
Hungarians started separate parishes 
and the Byzantine Catholics also 
have their own parish. Employment 
was plentiful for decades, then 
began a turnabout. People were 
forced to look beyond Portage for 
work and relocated. From 300 
families in the 1940's, in 1976 there 
were 203 families. Rev. Bronislaw 
Worsa came as Pastor in 1957, and 
by 1962, accepted the Sister Servants 
of the Sacred Heart to the parish. 
Mother Amabilis, Sr.Frances & Sr. 
Maksencja began a kindergarten in 
the newly built Catechetical Center. 
Fr. Worsa served as Pastor until 
1983. From 1972 until 1983, 
Franciscan Father Lawrence Karcz, 
ofm served as assistant in the parish 
with a strong devotion to Mary and 
the 3rd Order Apostolate. 

All the Pastors and assisting 
priests served the people of God 
with fervor and with a Polish 
dimension. There were Gorzkie 
Zale, May Crownings, Oplatek, 
Polish picnics and bi-lingual 
homilies & hymns in Polish. The 
adult choir was well known for its 
four part harmonies. 
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'Polish Pride' is strong in Portage. 

The parish cemetery with Msgr. Habrowski's gravestone. 
JS l^. 

Rev. Zubricki Rev. Worsa 


