
 

ST. ATHANASIUS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Prudence and Cypress Sts., Curtis Bay, Md. 

 

To the people of Curtis Bay, St. Athanasius is "the church on the hill" overlooking 

the piers and plants where they work. From the steps of the church, you can look across the 

harbor to Highlantown and Dundalk, and from the back window of the rectory you can see 

to the northwest the buildings of St. Mary's Seminary college in catonsville and the hills of 

Howard County. 

The parish was founded in 1890 to serve the German immigrants who landed in 

Curtis Bay and settled nearby. Soon a small brick church was built on top of the hill on 

Prudence St. It is still there, though now used only for CCD classes. 

At first, they wanted to build at the bottom of the hill, down on Patapsco Avenue, 

but luckily they changed their minds and built here with this beautiful view, but it is quite 

a climb, especially for the old people in the winter, something like climbing that Cathedral 

Street hill to the Basilica. 

After the turn of the century, when the German parishioners began to move away 

from St. Athanasius, and to the big German parishes of east Baltimore, a new wave of 

immigrants, this time from Eastern Europe, landed and settled in Curtis Bay. Many 

of their descendants still live there. 

For 45 years, these new immigrants were served by a handsome, full bearded priest 

from Eastern Europe, Father Paul J. Sandalgi. His studies for the priesthood took him from 

his home in Odessa, Russia to Constantinople and Louvain, then finally, St. Mary's 

Seminary, Paca Street. He became pastor of St. Athanasius in 1908 and served there 

continuously, with one brief exception, until he retired in 1955. That exception took him 

back to Eastern Europe as a diplomat for the Vatican's Oriental Congregation in 1924. He 

worked briefly in Czechoslovakia to improve relations between that country and the 

Vatican. He then taught for a short time at the Catholic University in Washington, and in 

1926 returned to Curtis Bay permanently. 

In 1955 he was succeeded by Father Chester J. Cryz who directed construction of the 

present church. It was designed to be a school, but those plans had to be dropped for 

financial reasons. Father Stephen Blazucki came to the parish in 1958 as an assistant, and 

succeeded Father Cryz in 1965. 

Now, the basement of the building is used as an auditorium and the main floor is a 

600 seat church where Father Blazucki, Father Peter M. Hiltz and a visiting Passionist 

Father say a total of six Masses on Sunday and one on Saturday evening .  Father Hiltz, 

archdiocesan director of cemeteries, is in residence at St. Athanasius. 

The parish is a small one with only 400 families and a sizeable number of its 

parishioners are elderly. Many of the younger people are moving to the suburbs, mostly in 

Anne Arundel County, but also they are beginning to go to Howard County. The parish is 

gradually becoming an older parish. Still, the CCD classes have 200 children enrolled and 

last five years there have been quite a lot of Baptisms. 

Father Blazucki has served at several large parishes since his ordination in 1944, but 

he finds that St. Athanasius has its own virtues. "Faithful" is another adjective Father 



Blazucki uses frequently. "The people keep the old c u s t o m s  h e  said. "We bless food on 

Holy Saturday, and we still have devotions to Our Lady in May and October 

In 1967, St. Athanasius held their first ecumenical service  with other churches 

in Curtis Bay and Brooklyn. It was a huge success. How, many people go to each other's 

parishes for festivals and social events. The community has grown together. Before there 

had been nationality groups keeping to themselves. Protestants and Catholics huddled 

together in their own parishes, now, with the ecumenical movement, that has changed. 
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