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St. Adalbert’s Roman Catholic Church. Wagner 3 Point. W: A History of Brooklyn 
– Curtis Bay. Servicemen’s Memorial July 4, 1976, p. 55 
 
Saint Adalbert's Parish got its start from the Martin A. Wagner Company which was located in 
Wagner's Point, Maryland. In 1907, the Board of Directors agreed that a church was necessary for 
the "continued growth of the town and to the continued usefulness of the factory. It would also invite 
new settlers to the town and make for greater contentment of the people living there". (Quoted from 
Mr. M. A. Wagner in minutes of Board of Directors.) 
 
A pledge of $5,000 was given by the Wagner family as a memorial to Mr. Wagner. Thus, St. 
Adalbert's had its beginning and became a mission of St. Athanasius Catholic Church in nearby 
Curtis Bay. The church was of Gothic revival architecture and named for a tenth century Bishop of 
Prague, a martyr especially venerated in Poland. The first Mass in the church was celebrated by 
Cardinal James Gibbons. As the church had financial needs at various times, the Wagner family, or 
the company, made generous contributions. It should be mentioned here that Mr. Wagner was a 
very religious man. 
 
Before St. Adalbert's Church was built, he had carriages in the streets to take the people in the 
community to Mass in the city. Father Charles Kotlarz was its first and only pastor, serving until his 
death in 1955. After his death, the parish was operated on a part time basis by Father Stephen F. 
Blazucki, Pastor of St. Athanasius, as the Administrator. Its operation was confined to one Mass on 
each Sunday, Holy Days and First Friday. Because parish facilities had consisted of only the church, 
rectory and auditorium, children have gone to St. Rose of Lima School in Brooklyn while Mission 
Helpers nuns have taught Sunday School. 
 
In 1967, the sixty year old parish, in the heavily industrialized area of South Baltimore, closed its 
doors September 3, when Cardinal Lawrence Shehan offered a last Mass at 9:00 A.M. 
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